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special events are coming up very soon ...
the BOOK FESTIVAL, 19th & 20th May and
OPEN GARDENS & STUDIOS, 17th June ...

THE BOOK FESTIVAL IS BACK, and for a whole weekend!
On 19th and 20th May, Kate Summerscale, Philip Hensher,
Alexandra Shulman, Linda Grant, Natalie Haynes, Robert
Muchamore, Sophie McKenzie, John Lanchester, Justin
Cartwright, Edwyn Collins, Simon Day and Melissa Benn are
just some of the authors appearing.
Last year’s inaugural festival, headlined by Sebastian Faulks,
drew some 800 people to the marquees in Queen’s Park and
was so successful that this year’s event has been expanded to
two days, to feature around forty authors.

There will be free creative activities for all ages, and a popular
Book Swap organised by Transition Town Kensal to Kilburn.
Catch up with ‘Save our Six Libraries’ news, join Kilburn
Amnesty’s letter writing campaign and Brondesbury Poetry
Group will be back. In the Bookbugs Tent for children,
story-telling, manga cartoon-style drawing and making poetry
bunting are some of the planned activities. There’s a
COMPETITION for local children to design a book jacket.
Entry forms from your school or Queen’s Park Books.

Sunday 17th June
12-6pm

TWELVE Gardens &
TWELVE Artists’ Studios

Some wonderful local gardens and artists’ studios in your
neighbourhood will be opening for your enjoyment and
inspiration. There will also be some extra fun for children,
with activities in the park and music on the bandstand.
Tickets include a full colour brochure, tea and home-made
cakes in the Tea Garden, where classical music will be
played by the Palace Band.
This bi-annual event is great fun and a perfect way to find
new ideas for your own garden or terrace. You will be able
to buy exquisite Ceramics, Prints, Paintings and Jewellery.

...continued overleaf

T I C K E T O F F I C E at our local bookshop:
Queen's Park Books, 87 Salusbury Road, tel. 020 7625 1008.
Tickets available from Monday 23rd April
A Programme will be included with the ticket.
TICKET PRICES

DAY - £10 (£8 concs) also to buy in the park during the festival.
WEEKEND - £15 (available till 18th May)
Under 18s free entry to author events

...continued overleaf 

TICKETS

I N A D V A N C E Adults £5 = Under-12s £1 = £3 concs

Gina Newson

facebook www.facebook.com/groups/134480209929972

O N T H E D A Y Adults £6 = Under-12s £2 = £3.50 concs
AVAILABLE FROM
Worldly Wicked & Wise, 81 Salusbury Road 020 7372 1110
Queen’s Park Flowers, 71 Salusbury Road 020 7624 9800
Scarlet & Violet, 76 Chamberlayne Rd 020 8969 9446
The Farmers Market, on both the weekend before the
event and on the day, Sunday 17th June

@Qparkres

continued ...
It couldn't happen without generous
support from our main sponsor, local
estate agents Queen's Park Partnership,
as well as other local businesses and
Brent Council's Ward Working Fund.
Thanks also to the City of London and
Richard Gentry the Park manager, for
allowing us to hold the event in the
Park and providing practical help.
Main thanks go to the indispensible
QPARA volunteers, joined by local book
group members, who will be putting up
tents whatever the weather, providing
information, brewing up for the authors,
looking after the audiences and making
sure everyone has a great weekend.

Local author and baker Sophie Grey, our
Queen’s Park Day cake judge, will be
providing delicious pastries, sandwiches
and cakes from Crazy Baker. If we raise
the funds you may be able to eat these
while relaxing in a deckchair. To help fund
the deckchairs and more importantly to
keep the Festival affordable for everyone
we’d love local residents to become
“Festival Friends” for £25, which includes
a free weekend ticket worth £15. Kilburn
Library will have many of the authors’
books available to borrow in advance.
Queen's Park Books will be selling
books on the day in the Park, when
you can also get them signed.

Full updated details, a complete list of
authors and Gina Newson’s brilliant
slide-show of last year’s Festival are all
at www.qpark.org.uk/bookfestival.

TRANSITION
TOWN

You may have
seen this title and
wondered what it meant. It’s the name
of a local community group which is
part of a national and now international
movement.

TTKtoK encourages us to think and learn
about the challenges we face as a result
of both climate change and dwindling,
more expensive oil supplies and to try to
do something, however small, to start
dealing with them. In practical terms, it
means working collectively with others at
a local level to make our area more self
sufficient and less dependent on oil.
The ‘Transition Town’ title came from
Totnes in Devon where the movement first
started. Transition refers to the change
necessary to come to terms with this
future of changing climate and less oil.
In our area people are becoming
involved through many project groups,
which, for example, tend allotments in
Queen’s Park; learn how to draught-proof

Lexi Opening Gala
Friday 18th May
To launch the Book Festival, local actress
& writer Jessica Hynes (formerly Jessica
Stevenson) will be presenting her personal
choice of The Remains of The Day at the
Lexi cinema on Friday 18th May. The
1993 film starring Emma Thompson and
Anthony Hopkins is a wonderful
adaptation of Kazuo Ishiguro's novel.
Tickets available from the Lexi.

Event at CCs Café, 19 Lonsdale Rd.
Carol Charlton, author of “Family
Organic ”, invites you to a baking
demo, 7pm, Tuesday 15th May.
For more details call 07710 423 541.
Book Festival Quiz in March.
This was a great evening, with twenty
teams battling it out over six rounds
of questions ranging from London to
Hairdressers’ Names to Literature. Simon
O’Hagan, who does the weekly quiz in

DEVELOPMENTS SOUTH OF
THE BRIDGE
In the next few
months we should
know more about
what will happen
on both sides of the road, south of
Queen’s Park station, as a new scheme is
brought forward for the British Legion site
and a decision about the HS2 ventilation
shaft on the site on the other side of the
road is made.

A planning application was submitted
on 21st March for the area immediately
to the south of Queen’s Park station and
a decision is hoped for in June. The
submitted plans show a carefully
designed scheme which appears to have
taken on board many of the public’s
concerns, with 139 new homes for sale
and to rent in buildings of five, six,
seven and eight storeys, as well as
shops, cafes and public space.
But now that HS2 has the go-ahead, the
station site development looks increasingly unlikely to go ahead in this form.
Some of the site may be required to build
a ventilation shaft/escape route for the
rail line. The Council opposes the plans
for the shaft, but it seems quite possible
that HS2 will win the day. The decision
on ‘safeguarding’ the site for the shaft
should come in the autumn and there
will be some consultation before then.

The Independent, set the questions and
Jamie Newall was our quizmaster. Thanks
to the organising team and to everyone
who took part in such good spirit to help
raise money for the Book Festival.
homes and make them more energy
efficient; pick and redistribute fruit which
would otherwise rot; learn about bee
keeping, and the list goes on.

The best way to become involved is to
look at the TTKtoK website
h t t p : / / t t ke n s a l t o k i l b u r n . n i n g . c o m
where you can find out about the different
projects and sign up – just to become
more informed or to take an active
part in our Transition Town.

WIT AND WISDOM

"There's no such thing as the literary
establishment. I know this because I am
part of it" Geoff Dyer in The Guardian

LIBRARY

The Kilburn Library in Salusbury Road
is due to close for around three months
for renovation - probably in May. The
Willesden Centre and Library is to have
a complete makeover, to close from
September 2012 until Spring 2014
when, we are told, it will become a
cultural centre to include a library,
café, museum, gallery space,
conference facilities and new housing.

If the ventilation shaft goes ahead, a
scheme for the remaining part of the site
will have to be entirely re-thought and
development would be delayed for many
years. Importantly, the Council will not in
the near future be able to sell the whole
site to a developer who would provide
funds needed for the next phases of
regeneration in South Kilburn.

So, with this in mind, there are plans to
bring forward the development of the
land across the road from the station site
– the area soon to be vacated by the
British Legion and the Albert Road Day
Centre. Initial proposals are for a mainly
residential development, broadly similar
in number of units to the station site, and
probably broadly similar in number of
storeys, with 80% of units for private sale.

The idea is to make an outline planning
application at the end of May, with a
decision hoped for by July and sale of the
land with outline permission to a
developer in late summer/early autumn.
The details of the outline permission, and
a development agreement, give the
council a degree of control over what
happens on the site.
A presentation was given at the April
QPARA meeting about the British Legion
site. QPARA members will see the report
of this meeting in the Minutes. If you
aren’t a member, please join us. The
application form is on the back page.

A DAY IN THE LIFE
of Salusbury WORLD

Salusbury WORLD is the UK’s only
refugee centre based in a primary school
and no day is ever quite the same!
Based at Salusbury Primary School,
we’re a small charity that has, since
1999, been helping refugee children
and their families adjust to life in the UK.
Our day begins in the playground at
drop off – 8.50am – when we catch up
on news, pass on messages, recruit
volunteers, make introductions,
organise activities and check on the
well-being of particular children.

Once the children are in class, our
caretaker’s house becomes the hub for
the day’s activities: a coffee morning for
parents, Spice Caravan (a catering co-op
run by refugee mums) preparing lunch
for school staff, English classes or a
childcare course … or even mums
practising their cycling skills in the
playground with volunteers from local
charity Cycletastic.
By 9.30am advice appointments are in
full swing and the phone is ringing non
stop. We deal with all the “hot potato”
issues of the day - rogue landlords and
disrepair, changes in benefits and housing
law, training, work experience and more.

While our family support workers meet
school staff to discuss support for a family with complex needs, the play co-ordinator (a professional artist) is preparing
activities for the after-school club. The
manager meanwhile is “multi-tasking”
which could mean anything from funding applications or recruiting volunteers
to writing reports or liaising with our
project at Capital City Academy.

At 3.20pm the school bell rings and
hordes of excited children burst into the
centre where they are greeted by volunteers (some from the sixth form at QPCS
and Capital City Academy) and Irena, our
play co-ordinator for an hour and a half
of loud creativity. Meanwhile, staff and
volunteers from Salusbury WORLD run
two homework clubs inside the school.

Technically, the children leave at 4.40pm,
but parents may arrive with issues to
discuss. We attend frequent evening
meetings to keep us involved in our
schools and the local community. We shut
up shop sometime between 6 and 8pm –
usually exhausted but ready to face
another day.

CONTRACT OR DUPLICATE?

If you know of a local bridge club,
please tell us. Assuming there is
none, if you are interested in
forming a local group, drop a
note at 18 Windermere Avenue, or
email Games <editorqpnews@gmail.com>
regarding bridge or other game groups.

SUNDAY
17TH JUNE
12-6PM
continued ...

This popular and lovely bi-annual event
is back! We have many exciting gardens
of all styles and sizes for you to see,
including ones which are being shown
for the first time at an Open Gardens
event, where you will find heaps of
inspiration for your garden or terrace.
We also have some excellent local
ceramicists, painters, print makers
and furniture makers opening their
home studios to the public.

The ticket for the afternoon includes
an English cup of tea and home-made
cake while listening to lovely classical
music from The Palace Band in the
ever popular ‘Tea’ garden.
Make a note of the date now.
It happens to be Father’s Day, so a
perfect way of treating your dad!!

To buy tickets, please see details in
our announcement on the front page.

Popular children’s events have been
organised to take place in the park, plus
an opportunity to visit the Greenspace
behind Salusbury School, where the
children grow their own vegetables.
If you have just moved into the area, this
is an ideal and relaxed way of meeting
local friends and neighbours, while
enjoying the special Queen’s Park
community spirit, sharing tips with the
gardeners, finding the plant that most
suits your new garden, or a perfect
birthday gift.

The money raised from the event goes
to the ‘greening’ of our local area.
Among other projects, the olive trees
in the big terracotta pots by the police
station on Salusbury Road, as well as
all the planting in the Harvist Road
planters, have been made possible
by money raised from this event.
The event is organised by Andrea
Szalanczi, Jacqui Roche and Robert
Budwig. We very much look forward
to seeing you on what is one of the
highlights of the summer calendar
in Queen’s Park.

If you have any questions, please
write to Robert at rbudwig@aol.com

SALUSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL SUMMER FAIR

Save the date! The Summer Fair will take place on
Saturday 14th July, from 11am – 3pm. Get set for an
Olympic theme this year as the capital gears up for the London
2012 games. Come along to Beat the Goalie, sample delicious
food from around the world or design your own Summer of Sport t-shirt.
There will be many activities for all ages, from children’s rides, face painting and storytelling in the gorgeous Greenspace Garden, to stalls including toys, books, bric-a-brac
and plants – plus a raffle with fantastic prizes. And if it all gets too exhausting, pop
into the pamper room for a massage or cool down with a Pimms or a fruit punch.
All profits from the day will go to Friends of Salusbury School (FoSS) to fund
activities and equipment for children at the school. So put the date in your diary
NOW and bring family, friends and neighbours for a winning day out!
FoSS is grateful to Queen’s Park Partnership for its ongoing sponsorship.
The Salusbury Rooms - Queen’s Park’s newest venue - Open Evening
The Salusbury Rooms will be hosting an open evening on Tuesday 1st May for
local residents and businesses to find out more about Salusbury Road’s best-kept
secret. Pop in from 6pm to see these fantastic new rooms in action and find out
more about hiring them for your special event, from just £30 per hour.

The venue has a range of rooms suitable for children’s and adults' ballet classes,
birthday parties and corporate events. They are located on the corner of Salusbury
Road and Lonsdale Road, NW6. For further information, prices or bookings,
please email Georgina Tiller at admin@salusbur y.brent.sch.uk.

TRAFFIC

At the 8th March QPARA meeting there was a discussion about traffic
management including possible 20mph zones, stronger traffic enforcement and the
206 bus route. Full details of the report can be seen on www.qpark.org.uk .

To celebrate the
Diamond Jubilee
and Queen’s
Park’s 125th
Anniversary,
JUBILEE
Picnic & Film
settle down with
2nd June in
your picnic from
Queen’s Park
late afternoon and
as the sun sets, enjoy a free screening of
“The King’s Speech”, hosted by the Lexi.

IT’S A DOG’S LIFE ...

Brent has recently concluded a
consultation exercise on changes to Dog
Control orders. The Council proposes:
l It will be an offence for any person
to be in charge of more than six dogs;
l All playgrounds, multi-use games
areas, tennis courts and bowling greens
would be banned to dogs;
l Dogs would have to be kept on
leads in all of its smaller parks and in
such areas as gardens containing flower
beds and walled gardens.
It is currently an offence punishable by a
£75 fine not to clear up after an owner’s
dog has fouled any footpath in LB Brent.
Brent would like witnesses to such an
offence to contact the Council’s Environmental Health Unit on 020 8937 5252,
with as much information as possible.
Queen’s Park is maintained by the City of
London and not LB Brent, where it is
already an offence to let dogs off their
leads and where cleaning up after dogs is
compulsory. There are several dog free
areas within the Park including the playgrounds. Many Queen’s Park residents
may not know of Brondesbury Villas’ very
small, somewhat run-down dog-free open
space owned by Brent Council, with five
weather-beaten benches.

Kensal Green
BOOKKEEPERS & ACCOUNTANTS
www.simplynumbers.me
simplynumbers123@gmail.com
Office 020 8964 5668 M 07985 218834



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

QPARA MONTHLY MEETINGS
Second Thursdays of the month at
St Anne's, Salusbury Road. Do join us!
7.30pm tea/coffee 8pm meeting starts
10th May Transport discussion
14th June Newsletter and website review
12th July tba

EVENTS AND ITEMS OF INTEREST
1st May Salusbury Rooms Open Evening
19th & 20th May Book Festival
2nd June Picnic and film in the Park
17th June Open Gardens & Studios
14th July Salusbury School Summer Fair

Please write with any comments, contributions (inc Words of Wisdom, cartoons)
or requests for advertising. July edition
 DEADLINE is 15th June 2012.

editorqpnews@gmail.com

SPRING HAS SPRUNG!

In the Park, our gardener has ordered
perennial plants for the Quiet Garden to
replace much of our traditional planting
and popular bedding plants.
Planning consent was received recently for
the play area - new play equipment is on
order. The groundskeeper winter works on
the pitch and putt course are finished. The
greens are re-opened and the pool’s new
cover aids winter maintenance.
One of our goats, Milo, was ill recently.
After urgent medical treatment, the Royal
Veterinary College advised on diet. Our
serious concern is that Milo and his fellow
goats are being fed by visitors, which is
dangerous and discouraged.
Our summer events programme includes
three outdoor films, children's shows and
music on the bandstand. The café will
have outdoor music on Friday evenings.
Entertainment dates will soon be on
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk and in the park.
Richard Gentry, Queen's Park Manager
richard.gentry@cityoflondon.gov.uk
Alison Moulding <qpplayground@gmail.com >

True Associates, est. 1992,
are local property experts
offering Architectural,
Building Surveying,
Residential Sales and
Property Management
services.
For information of our
services, please go to our
website or call us.
We’ll be happy to help.

E
LAH
ENGLISH LESSONS
AT HOME

ELAH is a local charity which has, in the
past, received a small amount of
financial support from QPARA.
It recruits and trains volunteers to teach
English to people, who do not speak the
language, in their own homes. ELAH
operates in north Westminster and south
Brent. The students are mainly people
with caring responsibilities or disabilities
who cannot go out to classes.

Are you interested in helping ELAH?
ELAH needs a part-time volunteer
coordinator, required to help recruit and
support volunteers, assess potential
learners, organise training, and attend
trustees' meetings. Some experience or
knowledge of English for Speakers of
Other Languages (ESOL) would be
useful. She/he would work from her/his
own home for about two days a week.
A computer and mobile phone would be
provided and expenses would be paid.
If you would like to find out more
(without any commitment) please phone
Ruth Kitching on 020 8969 6408
or email ruth@kitching.clara.co.uk
ELAH registered charity no 1130853
Company registered in England: 6843884

A QUEEN'S PARK FAVOURITE
EATERY SINCE 1902
101 Salusbury Road London NW6 6NH
020 7624 8925 www.jacks-cafe.com

www.trueassociates.co.uk
020 8960 3663
info@trueassociates.co.uk
Property – it’s what we do!

HAH

Queen's Park Area Residents' Association

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Join us online at www.qpark.org.uk or complete this form, and send to
The Membership Secretary, Mark Norbury, 22 Winderme re Avenue, NW6 6LN
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual membership £10 (£5 concs) Annual standing order £8 (£4 concs)
Life membership £100 (£50 concs) Cheques to Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association

Name........................................................... Address …………………........................Postcode ...................
Phone.……………………………...............…Email....................……………………............................................
Minutes of monthly meetings will be emailed unless otherwise requested.
BANK STANDING ORDER INSTRUCTIONS:
To the Manager at …………………...............Bank
Name of my a/c: .................………….........................
Address of Bank: ......……………................................. a/c number: …………..............Sort Code........:..........
From receipt of this instruction and on 1st October each year until further notice, please pay £.........
to HSBC Bank plc, Willesden Green Branch, Willesden, London NW10 2TA Sort Code 40-07-27
for the credit of Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association, a/c no. 81242350.

Signed………………………............………......................................................................Date................….....…
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