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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of the Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association will be held on

Thursday 8th November. 8pm start, 7.30pm refreshments. This will be a busy and
lively meeting, with a review of the year and election of QPARA officers. If you live in the
QPARA area and aren’t already a member, we will welcome you with open arms.

WHY JOIN QPARA?

Janis Denselow and Mark Norbury

Why become a QPARA Member?
 Find out more about your local Queen’s
Park community;
 If it suits you, become an active member
or volunteer at the events;
 Add your voice to the ongoing discussions
which help make Queen’s Park such a
fantastic place to live and raise a family;
 Engage with a highly inclusive and
committed group of residents, many of
whom can offer you meaningful advice
and guidance over local issues;
 Be a part of a democratic organisation
that is proud to represent the community
and influence key decisions in the area.
What QPARA Membership is not
 It is not a commitment to attend meetings
and volunteer at events;

MORE THAN A FACELIFT FOR
KILBURN LIBRARY Janis Denselow
Kilburn Library re-opened for business on 10th
September after a £650,000 facelift, refit and
general upgrade.
Gone is the smell of damp, replaced by a
strong impression of bright light, fresh paint
and recently laid carpet. There are more
computers than before, super-fast wi-fi,
£25,000 of new books, fast self-checkout, a
larger, repositioned children’s area and an
airy study space.
Generous opening times of seven days a
week continue and members can access
and reserve books online from a database
of six million, including some downloadable
e-books. For the Library Catalogue, visit www.
brent.gov.uk and click on Libraries and Leisure
Yet to come:
 more books
 a soon-to-be-appointed Artist in Residence;

 QPARA is not an exclusive club – all
residents are wholeheartedly welcomed
to join;
 QPARA is not politically affiliated or
in any way aligned with one cause or
interest group. Our mission is simply to
promote a better quality of life in Queen’s
Park.
In addition to running the high profile,
successful Queen’s Park events – Queen’s
Park Day, the Book Festival and Open
Gardens & Studios – QPARA also has
Action Groups – Environment, Park, Police,
Planning, Transport – which help ensure
residents are well informed and have an
influence in shaping the key decisions
impacting on our community.
Visit www.qpark.org.uk to find out how to
join or see instructions on the back page.
 a Library Garden – would you like to
help maintain and return the garden to its
former glory? To volunteer, email
info@kilburnlibrarygarden.co.uk.
You will be contacted with the next
volunteering date and time (usually Saturdays,
starting at 12 noon). See photos of the garden
as it was before the building work
http://www.kilburnlibrarygarden.co.uk

FARMERS’ MARKET
OF THE YEAR John Morrison
The Sunday market in Salusbury School
playground was recently named Farmers’
Market of the Year – a well-deserved tribute
to one of the best things about living in
Queen’s Park.
It all started from a chance conversation
a few years ago between two of Queen’s
Park’s movers and shakers, Robert Budwig
and Helen Durnford, about how nice it would

Your local Sunday Farmers’ Market

be if the area had its own market to rival the
famous one in Columbia Rd in the East End.
Helen seized the initiative, came up with the
idea of using the playground, and enthused
the school governors with the notion of turning
the empty Sunday playground into a thriving
revenue earner for the school. The market
opened for business in September 2005.
Helen now helps to manage her brainchild;
she is there every other week at 8am sharp
to let in the traders – about 35 of them.
“Basically I boss people around. Tell them
where to go. Pick up their rubbish. Stop dogs
coming in. Stop people smoking. And be nice
to people…”
The rules – strictly enforced – say the produce
has to come from within 100 miles of the
M25. But that includes Norfolk, Dorset,
Lincolnshire and Kent – which means a lot
of very early starts for the stallholders. “We
have a new fish man coming – he sets off at
4.30am to get here,” says Helen.
London Farmers’ Markets (LFM) is the
umbrella organisation and they insist on
high standards. Farms and businesses are
inspected, receipts for local ingredients have
to be produced, as do movement books for
livestock. LFM also make sure that stalls are
well-presented and carry a good range
of produce.
“The best time is September – my favourite
month” says Helen. “The stalls are laden with
produce. They’re shining and bright and
it’s warm and everybody’s back after the
holidays. It’s an amazing sight when you’re
there at five to ten just before it all starts, with
everything laid out. Lovely…”
...continued overleaf 
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Queen’s Park’s market is an English market,
selling English produce, so don’t expect to
find lemons or olives. But what you can expect
is top quality seasonal English food. Yes, it’s
not cheap. But the quality is reliably high.
And that’s before you factor in the pleasure of
bumping into neighbours and of buying your
food from people who are passionate and
knowledgeable about what they’re selling.
Long may it prosper.

SALUSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Professor Dorothy Griffiths OBE FGCI FRSA,
Chair of the Governing Body

The whole Salusbury community – parents,
teachers, pupils and governors - were
disappointed and dismayed when OFSTED
put the School into Special Measures after
their inspection in February.
Many in the Salusbury community did
not recognise the School described by
OFSTED. They saw the School as a
popular and successful local school with
an excellent community ethos, producing
children who go on to succeed at
secondary level. However, OFSTED did
identify a number of critical weaknesses
which we are now addressing. Most
importantly, the OFSTED Inspectors felt that
the pupils at Salusbury could be challenged
to achieve more. We are therefore now
working to improve performance across the
School at all age levels:
To do this:
 we have appointed a very experienced
Consultant Head Teacher, Linda Kiernan
and a Consultant Deputy Head Teacher,
Ray O’Neill, with OFSTED Inspection
experience;
 we have created a detailed Action Plan
to raise standards in the School. This has
been approved by Brent and submitted
to OFSTED who continue to monitor us
carefully to ensure we are ‘on track’
to be out of Special Measures as soon
as possible. The Summer 2012 SATS
results showed an 11% improvement on
the previous year which is a great start.
85% of Year 6 achieved the target level
or above in both Maths and English.
This compares very favourably with the
national and Brent averages and is likely
to be above the national average when
these data are published later this year;
 we are working with the teachers
to create a shared understanding of
standards across the School and to
ensure that all of our teaching is good, if
not outstanding;
 we have initiated Parents’ Forums –
regular meetings between the School,
parents and governors as one mechanism
to enable improved communications.
The senior leadership team, the teachers
and the governing body are committed to
the improvement of academic standards at
Salusbury. Parents and prospective parents
can be assured that the OFSTED Report is

receiving the level and quality of response
which it deserves and that Salusbury
continues to be a School at the heart of
its community.
The governors are happy to discuss any
of these issues with parents and prospective
parents. We can be contacted via
the School.

HOW DOES WARD WORKING
WORK? Judy Lee
In these times of austerity it’s worth
knowing that there is money available
from Brent Council to be spent on locally
identified projects to benefit our ward
specifically. Many of us have benefitted
already – enjoying planting and furniture in
the Kilburn Library Garden, lanterns in the
Park at the Queen’s Park Winter Event, the
Queen’s Park Book Festival and help with
crime prevention.
Projects agreed this year include new
play equipment in the Park, funding an
artist in residence in the newly refurbished
Kilburn Library, being a sponsor of
Queen’s Park Day, making Queen’s Park
greener with a tree planting scheme in the
ward’s streets and contributing to the safer
neighbourhood initiative.
Ward working started in 2007. It is
described as ‘ultra localism’ and is
implemented by local councillors focussing
on a ‘bottom up’ approach. This means
taking on ward residents’ concerns and
assessing the funding proposals generated
by sometimes quite small local groups.
The money available is for new, small
scale one-off projects and is modest £20,000 per ward until this year, when
the amount (possibly for this year only)
has been doubled to £40,000 - some
counterbalance to the cuts at national
and local level.
How do councillors find out what
residents want? Residents’ groups like
QPARA are one source. There is the Brent
Neighbourhood Bulletin which comes
through all our doors twice a year and
gives space for residents’ ideas. Councillor
Denselow and a number of residents went
on a ward walkabout in July. Last year the
Dragon’s Den format was used successfully
to publicise and evaluate many of the
year’s proposals.
Whilst all of the £40,000 for 2012/13
has now been allocated, it’s not too soon
to plan for the 2013/14 financial year.
Ward councillors meet three times a year
to decide on proposals – in May, July
and October. If you have an idea for a
project to benefit our area, contact
Councillor James Denselow
cllr.james.denselow@brent.gov.uk or the
Council’s neighbourhood coordinator
Vikash Mistry
Vikash.mistry@brent.gov.uk to discuss it
further. We should all know about ward
working and make sure we have our
say in it!

OVERGROUND TO THE
OLYMPICS Clare Bennett Carter
Back in July many of us were ambivalent
about the Olympics. Now, we’ve roared,
we’ve cheered, we’ve cried, we’ve held
our breath – we’re feeling patriotic,
inspired - we’ve gone for gold, loved the
winners, empathised with those who did so
much and didn’t get a medal.
We have new heroes and we truly won’t
think the same way ever again – it’s been
quite a journey. And for some Games
Makers, our actual journey started with the
6.04am Overground train, Brondesbury
Park to Stratford.
Why was I interested in volunteering?
The joy and excitement of 6th July 2005
when London won the bid and the horror
and sorrow of the next day 7/7 were
inextricably linked in my mind; as Seb Coe
quoted in his Paralympic closing speech
“the worst of mankind” and “the best of
mankind”. I couldn’t help on that awful
day, but could volunteer to be part of
the 2012 London Olympic &
Paralympic Games.
I was put in the Protocol team at the
Riverbank Arena. We had famous,
enthusiastic visitors: the Duchess of
Cambridge in red white and blue, the
Dutch Royal Family in orange and Olympic
Ambassador, Dame Kelly Holmes sprinting
between venues. We had both GB men
and women’s teams – the women’s captain
with a broken jaw who was playing again
two days later and led her team to a
bronze medal.
Eleven nine-hour shifts over fourteen days,
standing, checking accreditation – did the
stamp-sized photo match the face? Smiling,
more standing – watching outstanding
sport while my knees seized up. We had
the best view: south over the Olympic Park
to the Orbit, enjoying the beauty of the
gardens, watching the crowds ebb and
flow, hearing the roars from the Stadium
or the Velodrome, greeting visitors to the
venue, high-fiving visitors in the park, and
meeting fellow volunteers from all over
the world.
A seven year journey and a thirty-nine
minute commute from Queen’s Park to
the Olympic Park. The Olympic and
Paralympic Games of London 2012.
What an experience!

THE PARALYMPIC TORCH
DOWN SALUSBURY ROAD
Mike Cantor

7am, 29th August. Up ready to see
Paralympic torch, due around 8.00am.
Breakfast and just leaving house at 7.30
when son phones to relay a TV report that
the torch procession has been delayed for
two hours. Decide not to go back to bed
but have more breakfast. Leave house
at 9.30. No great crowds but everyone
in really good humour. See and talk to
several neighbours. 10.10 Torch party
appears led by policeman on motorcycle
who waves and smiles at everyone! Don’t
recognise torch bearers but we all cheer
and wave. Torch passes but not too fast to
enjoy it. More chatting. We all agree we
are pleased to see the Torch go by.
Home and more breakfast.

WONDERFUL QUEEN’S
PARK DAY Elaine Henderson
There were 15,000 visitors to Queen’s
Park Day this year. From the Saturday
set-up through to the clear-up at the end,
a record number of helpers turned up
to pitch tents, position barriers, deliver
tables and then dismantle it all at the end.
The familiar vision of organiser Helen
Durnford could be seen flying along on
her mini motorised vehicle, racing from
one end of the Park to the other, making
sure everyone was where they should
be and had what they wanted. City of
London Park Staff were amazed and
grateful for the number of volunteers.
New activities included the chance to
“Have a Go at Boxing” with local All
Stars Youth Club and to race in the
fiercely competitive “Pushiest Daddy in
Queen’s Park” challenge. There were
free cycling try-outs, football, rugby,
yoga, go-carts, trampolines, donkeys and
climbing walls and record entries for our
competitions - Edible Monsters made
by children and the Banana Bread
Baking Competition.
Many activities were free thanks either to
local sponsorship, Brent Council’s Ward
Working Scheme grant, or provided by
local groups.

Any hopping past Hopscotch?

FUTURE OF THE QPARA
NEWSLETTER Eliana Tomkins, Editor
As present editor of the Newsletter, I have
just completed my first year in the role.
Having shared concerns with others about
the infrequency and unpredictability of
the Newsletter, in a moment of madness,
brought on by the overpowering
atmosphere of a QPARA meeting, I
volunteered to be Newsletter editor in
September 2011.

There was entertainment for most
tastes – The Stage, organised by the
Rhythm Studio; the Bandstand and also,
the highly popular, new Community
Performance Area, staging local dance,
music, acrobatic and drama groups.

The role of editor will be up for grabs
this coming November at the AGM. As
we know, there are plenty of people in
wonderful Queen’s Park with writing
and editing skills who would love the
job. It requires an interest in local affairs
and the belief that the Newsletter is a
valuable and necessary part of a caring
community, reaching every resident. The
editorial team can number up to five, so
the effort is shared. Please contact me if
you’d like to talk about the possibility of
taking over as editor.

Riding in dappled sunlight – lovely!

Local charities ranged from the Kilburn
Salvation Army to Scouts, Cubs and
Brownies, and from the Brent Multiple
Sclerosis Society to Brent Private Tenants
Rights Group. Spreading the word about
their causes and raising funds is another
important aspect of the day. We always
welcome stall applications from local
community groups.
One Brownie and Guide group wrote
to thank us, “for another splendid event.
We had great success on our stalls,
our jams & crafts proving to be very
popular. We took a staggering £1700,
which to us is like winning the lottery!!
We gained several new members for
Guides and took over forty girls’ names
for our Brownie waiting list. We really
appreciate all the hard work that goes in
to organising such a great event, please
pass on our thanks to everyone involved”.
In the Arena everyone was delighted to
welcome again the highly flexible Fanti
Acrobats from Ghana. The new Birds of
Prey show was spectacular, educational
and funny – apparently Harris hawks
hunt in packs, and by wiggling your bare
toes when a vulture is hopping around,
it knows you’re not carrion. Bernie
Bennett performed slapstick comedy on
a tightrope. Queen’s Park Partnership’s
sponsorship of the main arena meant this
entertainment was free. Many thanks to
them and also to the volunteers, without
whom the event would not take place.
Information about next year’s event will
be on the website from March 2013.
Photos and fuller details of the day are
on www.qpark.org.uk

Distribution of the newsletter is now in the
capable hands of Jean Dollimore and Sue
Johnson, to whom we are very grateful.
Thank you also to the street reps who
have contributed to this essential task. We
distribute 2,500 copies, so have great
appreciation for all the help we receive.
We want to hear your views on the
Newsletter and the Website – yes! we
really do! Let’s hear all your ideas. Please
write to me, at EditorQPNews@gmail.com

Can you have too much banana bread?

Masterminds of Queen’s Park Day...
L to R: Debbie O’Keefe, Helen Durnford, Lesley Bailey,
Carin von Drehle and Andrea Szalanczi

HEALTH CONSULTATION
“Shaping a Healthier Future”

PARK NEWS

Robin Sharp

At the September meeting QPARA
decided to respond to the NHS Health
Consultation, as it considered the
consultation process was not designed
to encourage the public and community
bodies to give their views.
Shaping a Healthier Future proposes
closing four out of nine A&E Departments
in NW London hospitals. We will express
QPARA’s concern that such major
re-organisation is premature until clear
proposals for community alternatives
are in place.
For more and a response form, see
www.healthiernorthwestlondon.nhs.uk
Creative Café and Children’s Boutique
with outdoor space.
Painting, Pottery, Presents, Parties!

James Raiher, osteopath, is now
at Yogaloft every Friday.
Special rates for Yogaloft customers.
Contact Yogaloft to make a booking.

Yoga classes 7 days a week
in Queen’s Park specialist yoga centre

3 Lonsdale Road NW6 6RA
www.yogaloftlondon.com
info@ yogaloftlondon.com 020 7625 2645

A NEW QUEEN’S PARK CHIOR
A fun, friendly
and creative
choir which
sings an unusual
range of harmony
songs from
around the globe. We learn everything by ear
and there are no auditions, so beginners and
experienced singers alike are welcome.
Monday 8-10pm, London Interfaith Centre,
Salusbury Road, Queen’s Park.
FREE transfer session. 07985 094322
For more information and fees, see
www.vocalitysinging.co.uk

348 Kilburn Lane, W9 3EF
1 minute walk from Queen’s Park Station

WWW.izzyjonES.Co.uK

Enjoy 10% off your first visit with this advert

WIT AND WISDOM
“Till I was 13, I thought my
name was Shut Up.”
Joe Namath,
American Quarterback

DIARY DATES
QPARA Monthly Meetings
Second Thursday of the month at
St Anne’s, Salusbury Road. Do join us!
7.30pm tea/coffee 8pm meeting starts
8th November
Annual General Meeting – don’t miss!
13th December
10th January 2013
… and some local festive events …
Thursday 6 December, 3.30-6.30pm
A Winter Gathering by the Park Café.
Saturday 8 December, 11am-3pm
Salusbury School’s Christmas Fair
Sunday 16 December and
Tuesday 18 December, from 7.30pm
CHRISTMAS CAROLS sung around
the Park streets, by the Queen’s Park
Singers. Proceeds for charity. All are
welcome to join. Starting at the
Park end of Kempe Road (16th Dec)
and Summerfield Avenue (18th Dec).

BRIDGE THE GAP!
Ed

The Queen’s Park Bridge
Club met for its first game in
September. There were eight
players ranging from the not very experienced
to the very experienced, who spent a thoroughly
enjoyable evening of furrowed brows, chin
stroking, triumphs, disasters and taking of
soothing refreshments. The plan is to meet once
a month. If you are a player and wish to join,
write to EditorQPNews@gmail.com

Italian Restaurant

16 College Parade, Salusbury Road,
Queen’s Park NW6 6RN
020 7372 1404
Monday-Friday
Saturday

12:00-15:00
17:30-22:00

Richard Gentry

The Park has seen a wonderful summer of
events, including Children’s Entertainment,
Bands on the Bandstand, Queen’s Park
Day and ‘Where is the Nomad’ Lexi
Cinema outdoor screenings. Queen’s
Park Day was a wonderful day with an
abundance of stalls, arena events and
other entertainment to ensure young and
old were entertained.
The redevelopment of the Childrens’ Play
Area continues. Due to Councillor James
Denselow, Brent Ward Working Fund has
offered £10,000 which will be matched,
funded by the City of London; this will
be used to purchase play equipment
as part of the second phase. QPARA
members, including Alison Meinel and
John Blandy were on a stall on Queen’s
Park Day to promote the redevelopment.
They received thirty pledges of time and
£190.00 in pledges. We still need help
to continue moving this project further
forward. Experienced fund raisers
and enthusiastic volunteers are urgently
needed. Please call or email me – contact
details below.
Work will start on a number of trees
over the autumn and winter in the Park.
34 trees will need varying degrees of
work including 27 reductions of between
20% - 50% and the removal of a horse
chestnut. Most recently park staff found
an elm which had been damaged by an
unknown dog biting the trunk. The tree
will have to be felled as it will not survive
the damage caused. Should you witness
this type of damage being caused, please
call 999 as this is criminal damage.
The Winter Gathering in the Park will take
place 3.30-6pm, Thursday 6th December
The lights on the tree will be lit and
hopefully we will have a special visit from
Santa Claus as he prepares for Christmas.
Hampstead Heath Constabulary
and Queen’s Park Manager,
North London Open Spaces
07768 808426
richard.gentry@cityoflondon.gov.uk

18:00-22:00

Takeaway and delivery service also available.
Please bring this ad for a 15% discount on
your evening meal taken in the restaurant

QUEEN’S
PARK
FAVOURITE
FromA6pm
a new and
exciting
assortment of
EATERY SINCE 1902
classic
mezzes,
grilled
meats
and fish.
101 Salusbury Road London NW6 6NH
Look
the new
menu on our website.
020up7624
8925mezze
www.jacks-cafe.com

A Queen’s PArk fAvourite
eAtery since 1902

101 salusbury road London nW6 6nH
020 7624 8925 www.jacks-cafe.com

QPARA - MEMBERSHIP
Please contact the Membership
Secretary, Mark Norbury, at
22 Windermere Avenue, NW6 6LN
for details of how to join.
Subscription details are also to be
found on our website
www.qpara.org.uk

DEADLINE
for the next Newsletter is
15th December – published January 2013.
Comments, advertising, contributions to:
EditorQPNews@gmail.com
Looking forward to hearing from you!

Newsletter layout by RCR Graphics. Tel: 07870 322713. Printing by QP Printing. Tel: 07593 025013

