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QUEEN’S PARK DAY

Our next spectacular event is on Sunday, 15 September 2013
th

If there are any local groups of dance,
music, drama or other entertainment
groups who would like to appear on the
Community Stage, please contact Helen on
07789 917 721 or at
durnfordhelen@hotmail.com
Volunteers are warmly welcomed.
For more information, please see
www.qpark.org.uk
Local band on the Community Stage

As ever, there will be a huge array of
stalls of goods and things to eat and drink,
so don’t have breakfast! Or lunch, for
that matter.
The new Community Stage last year was
a great success. The shows were of an
excellent standard, but more significantly,
the shows were of local groups. It was
what is treasured in a community – a truly
local event.

HAVE YOU NOTICED THE NEW
BUILDINGS? Judy Lee
Big changes are under way in South Kilburn
– the area south of the railway line and east
of Queen’s Park station – where new housing
blocks are going up. South Kilburn was last
re-developed in the 1960/70s, but by the
late 1990s had become an area of high
economic deprivation with multiple problems.
The new blocks are a major part of the project
to reverse this situation.

New buildings on Albert Road

In these times of scarce funds, the new
housing is being built on a site by site basis,
the proceeds of the sale of one site being used
to fund the next project.
Recently completed are the blue Watling
Place buildings on Albert Road, Merle Court
on Carlton Vale and Bourne Place on the
site of the Carlton Vale roundabout. These
buildings contain around 360 homes - flats
for rent to tenants who lived in buildings now
demolished, along with flats for sale on the
open market as well as for shared ownership.
The next phase, three separate developments,
is under construction, providing another 208
new homes by 2015, again a mix of public
and private.
Other schemes in the programme include
the Queen’s Park Station area, on hold for a
possible HS2 ventilation shaft, and the British
Legion site opposite. This has outline planning
permission for housing with a high proportion
of flats for sale. A development partner is
being finalised and building work could start
in autumn this year, with completion in 2016.

QUIET GARDEN Richard Gentry
Following on from the
success of last year’s
sustainable planting scheme,
the second phase of
planting in the quiet garden
will see the crescent beds
transformed. We are using a
mixture of plants, including
aster, buphthalmum and crocosmia. The
colour scheme will be mainly blue and white
and has been especially designed to attract
butterflies and bees. This scheme has gone
from the planning stage to sourcing the plants
and setting out the design of each bed. This
new way of planting formal flower beds has
received much praise from the public which
we hope will continue. Interpretation signage
explaining what we are trying to achieve will
be placed adjacent to the beds. If you would
like advice on how you could transform your
garden, please feel free to ask Ian, our head
gardener.
Queen’s Park Manager
07768 808 426
richard.gentry@cityoflondon.gov.uk
When the programme is complete, the South
Kilburn area will have around 1,200 new
high quality rented homes for existing South
Kilburn households, a similar number of new
private homes, not to mention refurbished
rented homes, a much improved environment
and additional community facilities. It will
be connected back into the original street
pattern with close links to surrounding areas,
including Queen’s Park.
And the Albert?

You may have seen the ‘Albert’ sign on the
fence across from the station. Behind this
are two buildings that will eventually be
demolished to make way for new housing,
but which are being put to good use in the
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meantime. A former day care centre
provides low rent space for creative people,
who in return offer a variety of free or low
cost activities, including sports and fitness,
cycle training, drawing classes and textile
workshops for local people. There’s a café
and mini allotments. The former British Legion
building provides a venue for performances,
exhibitions and events. To find out more, walk
down to the Albert, look at the notices on the
fence or visit thealbert.org.uk

Will we notice any difference? We should
see a trend towards more services located
in the Community rather than in major
hospitals and there should be better
communication and consultation. Look out
for the new HUB scheme under which extra
appointments and doctor capacity will be
located at a selected practice in the
Kilburn area.
In a few years’ time we may begin to know
if the new doctor-led and patient-involving
NHS can deliver better care and better
health than its predecessors. I believe that
it is possible if it can be much more open
about success and failure.

Interview at the
LONSDALE
MEDICAL CENTRE
Queen’s Park residents who are patients
at the Lonsdale Medical Centre may
be wondering what the NHS proposed
changes will mean for them and their
relationship with their GP. Mike Cantor
met with Nicholas Driessens, the Practice
Services Manager at Lonsdale Medical
Centre to try and find out. The essence of
the interview follows:

Mini-allotments

ALL CHANGE .. NHS in BRENT
Robin Sharp

For most of us healthcare means treatment
by GPs and hospitals. However, for the last
twenty years, decisions on how to allocate
NHS funds have been taken by Primary
Care Trusts (PCTs) under a process known
as commissioning. From 1st April, PCTs
are out and GP-led area-based Clinical
Commissioning Groups (CCGs) take over
this task.
In Brent the CCG is made up of the 67 GP
practices in the borough. It is chaired by
Dr Ethie Kong, a Harlesden GP, and has as
full-time Chief Operating Officer Jo Ohlson,
an NHS administrator. Key decisions are
delegated to a Governing Body, most of
whose members are local doctors elected
by their peers. The CCG is required to
consult and involve patients in planning
services which it will do through Patient
Participation Groups (PPGs), one for each
of the five Brent localities.
In Queen’s Park we are in the Kilburn
Locality. The PPG, of which I am currently
chair, is open to any patient registered with
a practice in Kilburn. We meet every two
months, with some twenty people attending
our March meeting. We are consulted on
health priorities and implementation plans
by the CCG.
Brent Council is also now responsible for
public health. They partner the CCG in
supporting a Health and Wellbeing Board.
The Council is also charged with setting
up an independent watchdog known as
Healthwatch.

MC. What key differences will your patients
notice from April 2013 when the current
Primary Care Trust is replaced by the new
Clinical Commissioning Group?
ND. It is not expected that the patients
will see any real changes. For example,
drugs will be prescribed in the same way
as at present and hospital admission
practice will not change. IT changes being
introduced will enable GPs to access on
line all possible drugs for a particular
illness and will be able to offer the patient
a cheaper alternative if the patient agrees.
MC. What is the Practice doing to
encourage patient participation in deciding
how the service is delivered?
ND. lonsdalemedicalcentre.nhs.uk contains
information about the Practice, what it can
offer and enable patients to order repeat
prescriptions and book appointments
on line. Patients can sign up to a virtual
Patient Representation Group which will
be consulted from time to time on such
matters as opening times and the quality of
care. The Patient Participation Group will
continue to meet although the last meeting
held on 5th March was only attended by
three patients.
MC. What will the Practice do to ensure its
voice is heard on the new Brent Clinical
Commissioning Group?
ND. One of the partner-doctors, Dr. Britton,
is already actively involved in the setting
up of the CCG and his involvement will
continue. The Practice is waiting for new
cardiology equipment, enabling lower
level ECTs to be taken at the surgery. From
April, the Quality Care Commission will be
carrying out regular checks on the quality
of the service offered and the facilities at
the Practice.

POLICING MATTERS
PC Rossington came to the February
QPARA meeting to share with us
comparative statistics for our area in
both 2012 and 2013, for the month of
February, up to 14th February.
As you can see, there has been a drop in
some crime in these categories.
To read a fuller account, please log onto
QPARA’s website qpark.org.uk

Burglaries
Robberies
Motor vehicle crimes

Month to
14 Feb
2013

Month to
14 Feb
2012

9
4
10

11
5
13

Possible Changes to
Policing in Queen’s Park
Mike Cantor

QPARA’s March meeting was addressed
by Police Inspector Neil Kentish, in charge
of the Safer Neighbourhoods Teams (SNTs)
in South Brent. He gave the meeting
an early view of the so called ‘Local
Policing Model’, proposed to save money
and increase police on our streets. The
Metropolitan Police need to save £600m
by 2015.
It was proposed to boost the borough
staffing of SNTs from 42 PCs to 132,
achievable by reducing staff numbers in
CID and 999 response teams and Queen’s
Park ward SNT would have one Sergeant,
6 PCs and 2 Police Community Support
Officers, on the ward only part of the
day, as they would also be deployable
elsewhere.
A major change proposed at this stage
was to reduce the 24-hour service at the
Kilburn Police Station in Salusbury Road
to 40 hours a week – 8 hours a day,
Monday-Friday.
The meeting received these proposals with
some trepidation – we await further news.

DUMPING CHARGES
You may not be aware of the changes now
in place at our dumps. The following is
taken from the West London Waste website
westlondonwaste.gov.uk …
“… from last October, a charge has been
made for the disposal of waste created
by building and landscaping works. As
a general guide, a charge will apply for
the type of items you wouldn’t take with
you when moving house. If you are unsure
whether the items you have taken to the site
attract a charge please ask staff before you
start unloading your vehicle…”
See the website for charges. It’s well worth
reading the details before embarking on
a trip.

TRANSPORT AND PARKING
CHANGES – WHAT AND WHY?
Jamie Hope

The Council is replacing paper annual
permits and visitor scratch cards with an
electronic visitor parking system.
Applying for annual permits can be done
by phone or online - see links below
or call 020 8937 4972 and speak to a
Customer Services Officer. There have
been some teething troubles reported,
so we can but hope the system will be
up and running in good time for the
changeover.
Although the sale of scratch cards will
cease, unused scratch cards will be
exchangeable for electronic credit after
31st October 2013. Virtual or paperless
residential permits will be introduced in
the latter part of 2013.
These measures will mean the closure of
the two current parking shops - Walm
Lane is likely to close between May and
July - and are part of modernising the
parking service, improving its accessibility
and reducing the costs of operation.
Further changes being made in the
following areas:
- four-hourly visitor passes will replace the
all-day £1 visitor pass in Autumn 2013,
- introduction of a Carer’s Permit,
- withdrawal of the Annual Household
Visitor permit,
- differential pricing to encourage
residents to apply for permits online,
and to pay using direct debit.
An inflationary price increase for
2013/14 is being made in April.
These additional changes have been
agreed by the Council’s Executive, which
have to follow a statutory consultation
process called a Traffic Management
Order process, which gives residents the
opportunity to comment. The changes are
expected to be published in April and
will be published in the Brent and Kilburn
Times and the Wembley Observer.
http://www.brent.gov.uk/services-forresidents/parking

20mph Zone Update

KENSAL RISE PRIMARY IN
CONSULTATIONS
The School governors have agreed to join
the ARK Schools network in a bid to raise
achievement and performance.
The ARK Schools charity was set up
to create outstanding, non-selective
academies and runs nine primary schools,
three as part of all-through academies,
and nine secondary academies.
Chair of Governors, Chris Spencer,
said, “…this is an exciting opportunity to
improve the quality of the education we
offer our pupils. We are confident that
working with a committed sponsor is the
right course for the school.”
Parents have been enthusiastic about the
proposal and progress seen with interim
head Ian Hodgson.
If agreed by the Secretary of State, the
aim is that Kensal Rise can open as
an ARK primary academy in
September 2013.

NEWS FROM SALUSBURY
PRIMARY SCHOOL Liza Ramrayka
SUMMER FAIR - SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday 29th June, 11am – 3pm.

Enjoy activities from children’s rides
and Beat the Goalie to the peaceful
Greenspace Garden storytelling and
face painting and crafts. Browse books,
bargain bric-a-brac and toy stalls, and
visit the Vintage Boutique. There’ll be
an all-day BBQ, delicious cakes and
world food plus the popular Pimms and
fruit punch tent. Don’t miss the raffle
with generous prizes donated by local
businesses, plus music, dancing and
much more.
All profits will go to the charity Friends
of Salusbury School to fund activities
and equipment for children at the school.
Tickets £1 Adults;
50p accompanied children.
No unaccompanied children admitted.

STOMP FOR AFRICAN
EDUCATION PARTNERSHIPS
Liza Ramrayka

Janis Denselow

At the April 2013 QPARA meeting,
members were shown draft plans for
the Queen’s Park 20mph zone, drawn
up by Brent Council. These will include
Salusbury Road, which, if the plans are
accepted, will have a legally enforced
20mph speed limit. The rest of the
QP zone will comprise traffic calming
measures such as cushions, humps, raised
tables and 20mph signs. All QP residents
in the next month should receive further
information and an invitation to comment.
Brooksville Ave is already having traffic
calming measures installed ahead of the
20mph scheme.

The Mayor of Brent and over 1,000
pupils from Salusbury Primary School
and Queen’s Park Community School
braved Arctic conditions in Queen’s Park
in March for a sponsored ‘Stomp’ to raise

funds for education projects in Africa
and London. Proceeds go to SPS partner
school Mbollet-ba in the Gambia, QPCS
partner Kayamandi High School in South
Africa and local charity Salusbury World.
SPS acting head teacher Linda Kiernan
said, “It’s great to see our children and
our area looking so far ahead and so
wide in their learning.” To donate, visit
justgiving.com/salusburywrc

BACES
Brent’s BACES is the local
adult education centre
where, if you have the time,
you can indulge in learning
a new skill.
The courses include Arts Crafts & Media
(painting, pottery, sugarcraft, jewellery,
glass work), Business & ICT (computerised
accounts, book-keeping, office skills),
Fitness and Languages & Communication
(French, Italian, Spanish, British Sign
Language). Pick up a leaflet or visit
brent.gov.uk/baces to see the wide range
of classes either here or at one of the
other BACES colleges.
Carlton Centre, Carlton Vale,
London NW6 5RA. 020 8937 3990.

DEVELOPMENTS AT
SALUSBURY SCHOOL

Anne Sharp, Local Authority Governor

Since Dot Griffiths, our Chair of
Governors, reported on the school in the
October issue of QPNews, the senior
leadership team and teachers have
been working to improve academic
achievement, so as to be no longer
subject to Special Measures. Although
pressure from the Department of
Education has eased, we are still on the
receiving end of endless observations,
inspection and monitoring to make sure
we are on track to meet the objectives in
our Action Plan to Improve Standards.
At the November Governors meeting
we voted unanimously to become an
academy under the sponsorship of the
Park Federation Academy Trust. It is a
group of two schools in Hillingdon under
the executive leadership of Dr Martin
Young. We share the same ideals and
attitudes, will keep the name of our school
and hope to maintain our own special
characteristics within the partnership.
We will keep our valued links with Mike
Hulme, head of QPCS and by July, look
forward to the completion of all financial
and organisational matters.
A new Head Teacher/Principal is being
sought, hopefully appointed by the
time of this announcement, to begin in
September. By that time, with the support
of the Park Federation, Linda Kiernan
and Ray O’Neill, our consultant Head
and Deputy Head respectively, we should
be well on the way to leaving Special
Measures and receiving an OFSTED
Good or even Outstanding rating.

MAYORS MEET IN THE PARK

BOOK FESTIVAL 2013

Richard Brindley, Chairman QPARA

There will be no book festival this year.
However, we hope there will be another in
the next couple of years. If you would like
to be involved or to contribute in any way,
please leave a message on the contact
page of qpark.org.uk

The Lord Mayor of London, the Right
Honourable Roger Gifford, and the
Mayor of Brent, Councillor Michael
Adeyeye, had an historic meeting in
Queen’s Park on Friday 1st March.
The last time a Lord Mayor visited
the Park was for its Centenary
Celebrations 26 Years ago. The visit
was to acknowledge and celebrate the
value Queen’s Park brings to the local
community and the shared pride and
partnership both the City and the Council
have for the Park.
QPARA was represented by Richard
Brindley (Chair), Janis Denselow
(Secretary) and John Blandy (Park
Liaison). QPARA was praised for its long
standing active engagement with the
Park, such as Queen’s Park Day events
and £10,000 donation to the play
equipment. The excellent work of the Park
staff in the upkeep and development of
the Park was acknowledged as well as
their contribution to the local community.

We would love to hear from you and
warmly invite local authors and literary
enthusiasts of every persuasion.

QUEENSPARKER
Peter Cutts

Queen’s Park is bristling with actors,
musicians and artists, one of whom is
longstanding resident Peter Cutts, who in
May is appearing nearby at The Cockpit
in a dark and intriguing one-man show,
Hamlet’s Fool. Peter has had a diverse
and interesting career in theatre, film and
arts education. offcutts.com

Peter Cutts in

HAMLET’S FOOL
10th & 11th May 2013 at 8pm

Yoga classes 7 days a
week for all levels
plus meditation, workshops and
resident osteopath at
Queen’s Park’s specialist yoga centre

The Cockpit

Gateforth Street, NW8 8EH.
Bookings at 020 7258 2925
or www.thecockpit.org.uk

3 Lonsdale Road NW6 6RA
www.yogaloftlondon.com
info@ yogaloftlondon.com 020 7625 2645

QUEEN’S
PARK
FAVOURITE
FromA6pm
a new and
exciting
assortment of
EATERY SINCE 1902
classic
mezzes,
grilled
meats
and fish.
101 Salusbury Road London NW6 6NH
Look
up
the
new
mezze
menu
on
our website.
020 7624 8925 www.jacks-cafe.com

WIT AND WISDOM

The difference between
perseverance and obstinacy is
that one comes from a strong
will, and the other from a strong
won’t. Henry Ward Beecher

A Queen’s PArk fAvourite
eAtery since 1902

101 salusbury road London nW6 6nH
020 7624 8925 www.jacks-cafe.com

DIARY DATES

QPARA Monthly Meetings
All are welcome. Second Thursday of the
month at St Anne’s, Salusbury Road.
7.30pm refreshments 8pm start.
9th May – this meeting’s first hour may
be at Al Khoei from 7pm.
See notice at St Anne’s.
13th June
11th July
Salusbury Primary School
Thursday 23rd May
International Evening
Saturday 29th June
Summer Fair 11am-3pm
QUEEN’S PARK COMMUNITY SCHOOL
Wednesday 5th June
Comedy Evening
Saturday 6th July
Summer Carnival
20th – 28th July
Shree Swaminarayan Temple, Willesden
25th Anniversary. All are welcome.
Sunday 15th September
Queen’s Park Day

Kensal Green

BOOKKEEPERS & ACCOUNTANTS

www.simplynumbers.me
simplynumbers123@gmail.com
Office 020 8964 5668 M 07985 218834

TEMPLE JUBILEE
We would like to congratulate Shree
Swaminarayan Temple in Willesden
Lane on their 25th Jubilee, which they
will be celebrating 20th - 28th July.
Local residents are invited to join
the celebrations. One highlight is
the street procession on 21st July.
shreeswaminarayan.org.uk

QPARA - MEMBERSHIP

true associates
CHARTERED SURVEYERS | ESTATE AGENTS | PROPERTY MANAGERS

True Associates, est. 1992,
are local property experts offering
Architectural, Building Surveying,
Residential Sales and Project
Management services.
For information of our services
please go to our website or call
us, we’ll be happy to help.
www.trueassociates.co.uk

020 8960 3663

info@trueassociates.co.uk
Property – It’s what we do!

To join, please send your subscription to
the Membership Secretary,
Mark Norbury, at 22 Windermere
Avenue, NW6 6LN
Annual - £10 (£5 concessions)
Annual standing order - £8 (£4 concs)
Life membership - £100 (£50 concs)
Cheques to
Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association
Please include your name, address, email
address and phone number.
Standing Orders
please contact Mark Norbury for details.

DEADLINE for the next Newsletter is 15th
September – to be published in October.
Comments, advertising, contributions to:
EditorQPNews@gmail.com
Looking forward to hearing from you!
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