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HELP QUEEN’S PARK FLOURISH
QPARA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Thursday 13th November, Inter Faith Centre, St Anne’s Church, Salusbury Road
7.30 pm refreshments, 8pm meeting starts
Janis Denselow, Chair, Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association

Have you lived here a long time? Are you
new to Queens’s Park (and judging by the
number of Sold and Let signs many of you
are)? Either way, you have a stake in our
Residents’ Association’s mission to keep
Queen’s Park a wonderful place to live, work
and bring up a family and you are hugely
welcome to come to our Annual General
Meeting.
We hold this meeting soon and we’d love
to hear what you have to say about your
neighbourhood. You can join QPARA at
the AGM (just £10 a year or £100 for life
membership). The more members we have,
the stronger our voice.
If you want to play a bigger part, there are
plenty of opportunities to share your time,

skills and talents to help keep Queen’s Park a
strong, flourishing, inclusive community.

QUEEN’S PARK’S STRONG
COMMUNITY Mike Cantor

determined members to give QPARA status
and credibility with Brent Council in such
matters as parking, speed limits, planning
and the streetscape. Our views also carry
weight with Transport for London, the police,
the City of London Corporation (which is
responsible for the park itself) and with HS2
officials. QPARA is also responsible for the
highly successful Queen’s Park Day, Open
Gardens and in the past, the impressive
Book Festivals which took place in the park.
But all this work is done by relatively few
volunteers. Other than the AGM, QPARA’s
monthly meetings are rarely attended by
more than 25 people out of a membership of
440 and a total of almost 2,500 households
in the area.
Whether you agree or disagree with what
QPARA does, we need to hear your voice
and urge you to attend the QPARA meetings
or simply join the association. A strong
community takes a long time and much
energy to build up, but only a short time and
a little apathy to disintegrate.

According to the Guardian, the reasons
why Queen’s Park has experienced some of
Britain’s fastest-rising house prices include the
area’s good transport links, its wide treelined streets, the park – but also its ‘strong
community’.
Over many years this strong community
has been represented by the Queen’s Park
Area Residents’ Association. We have been
fortunate in having knowledgeable and

• QPARA is a source of advice on a range
of issues (including planning).
• QPARA gives you a voice in the decisions
that affect your neighbourhood.
• QPARA works to improve the local
environment – alone and in partnership
with Brent Council, local police and our
three elected Councillors.
• QPARA organises the annual Queen’s
Park Day event as well as (every two
years) Open Gardens and Studios.
We may also mount a Book Festival
next year.
• QPARA is inclusive and democratic.

IMPROVING OUR STREETS
Peter Hay

Station Frontage. Remember the unsightly clutter
outside Queen’s Park station? The old railings
and magazine containers and rusting signs?
QPARA persuaded Brent to remove them and
our Open Gardens team installed two new
colourful plant displays. Everyone seems to
agree these are a great improvement! They are
temporary and we plan more planters with new
greenery from early next year, possibly using
QPARA funds.
Salusbury Road. It may be hard to imagine if
you are reading this when diverted traffic from
Chamberlayne Road is clogging up Salusbury
Road (see back page), but improvements here
are underway. As part of its rolling programme
in the Borough, Brent is repaving the footpaths
on Salusbury Road between the station and
Windermere Avenue and at the same time
‘decluttering’ the streetscape. QPARA has been
involved with Brent in planning aspects of this
scheme. Many gaps in the tree line are also
being filled with new trees. We have suggested
suitable species and we hope local businesses
will contribute to the costs.

Artist’s impression by Robert Budwig - Salusbury Rd, looking
north from Hopefield Avenue, trees smaller when new

The decluttering programme includes removing
most old railings, many of which are unsightly,
though keeping those directly outside school
entrances. Unnecessary road signs will also
go, freeing space on pavements.
QPARA has been told by Cllr. James Denselow
that following consultation in August the final
stages of the 20mph scheme on Salusbury
Road will soon be implemented. This includes
more speed reduction platforms and a new
...continued overleaf
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cycle lane on the west side, plus a yellow
box at the Harvist Road junction. The previous
flashing speed signs on the east side will be
replaced by 20mph flashing signs. Brent is
not going ahead with its proposal to put
cycle lanes through the Chevening Road
junction island.
Chamberlayne Road. The new 20mph zone is
largely complete along Chamberlayne Road
following the campaign by neighbouring
Kensal Rise Residents’ Association.

QUEEN’S PARK DESIGN DISTRICT
Janis Denselow & John Morrison

The enormous coloured flags suggested that
something unusual was happening around
Lonsdale Road.

Over a weekend in late September this
intriguing backwater filled up with crowds,
cycle taxis and pop-up bars, as studio doors
were opened to the public for the first time.
We discovered that Queen’s Park is now
officially a London Design District, on a par
with Shoreditch and Clerkenwell as part of the
London Design Festival
At one end of the street, Christoph Behling
designs for Tag Heuer watches. At the other,
Bill Amberg (the driving force behind the
new Design District) makes all kinds of luxury
leather goods. In between, there’s a design
school, a shoe designer, a number of interior
design studios catering for international hotels
and the classier retailers, and an upmarket
bathroom shop (think £5,000 for not too
showy a bath – but remember, taps are extra).
The flags turned out to be top designers giving
us their take on the Union Jack (many are still
there decorating the street). And, best of all,
the organisers gave us a terrific street party on
the opening night. If you want to see what you
missed, search on YouTube for Queen’s Park
Design District (QPDD).
This may have taken some Queen’s Park
locals by surprise this year, but this is an event
that will only grow and reinvent itself ready for
September 2015. A welcome presence in the
QP calendar.

HELP IMPROVE THE CHILDREN’S
PLAYGROUND
Richard Gentry, Park Manager

We are planning the third phase of
redeveloping the play area - installing new
equipment for children aged 3-6 - for spring
next year. Phase Two, completed earlier this
year, has seen the installation of three new
pieces of play equipment - a Cradle Swing,
a Spinning Disk and Hexagonal swings
along with a picnic lawn and flower beds.
But we need to find the funding for Phase
Three. The earlier phases have been funded
out of the park’s day to day maintenance
and management budget, along with
generous support from QPARA, Brent
Council, (Ward Working fund) and from a
local resident.
Queen’s Park is run by the City of London
at no cost to the local taxpayer. Like other
local authorities, the City of London will
continue to face financial challenges and
further community support would be greatly
appreciated. Some of the play equipment
you could sponsor or donate money
towards include:
• A horse and cart (£2,000 to supply and
install)
• A tractor (£3,000 to supply and install)
• A trailer (£2,000 to supply and install)
• Windpipes (£4,560 to supply
and install)
Park notes
The Children’s Farm has seen a number of
new additions and now houses four Giant
Rabbits - they are proving very popular
with visitors.
The Transition Town, Kensal to Kilburn
group have worked hard over the summer
to maintain the vegetable patch behind the
café. They will also be maintaining some
of the vertical gardens in the park.
If you use the café in the park, there are
now comment cards and a comments
box by the entrance. Your comments and
suggestions will help us to improve your
experience and service.
And a reminder that we don’t allow adults
to cycle in or through the park. Only
supervised children are allowed on
small bikes.
Dogs must also be kept on a lead at all
times - have you seen our new signs outside
the café?
richard.gentry@cityoflondon.gov.uk

OPEN GARDENS AND STUDIOS 2014
John Morrison

Every two years Queen’s Park’s gardeners,
artists and craftspeople show off their
work on a Sunday in June. It’s a brilliant
opportunity to see what a talented
community we are, eat home-made
cake, listen to live music, and explore our
neighbours’ back gardens. Despite some
overcast skies, 2014’s Open Gardens and
Studios was a big success.

A special mention should go to the children,
parents and staff of Salusbury Road Primary
School who opened up the wonderful
gardens they have carved out of a patch
of Paddington cemetery behind the school.
Raised beds, one for each year group
from reception up, were vibrant with many
different kinds of fruit and vegetables.
This year there were new spaces to explore
around the park. And attractions in the park
too, including a photography festival, Brent
Artists Resource workshop, and the allotment
behind the café.
Big thanks to Andrea Szalanczi, Robert
Budwig, Jacqui Roche and John Blandy who
organised the event; to all the gardeners,
artists, craftspeople, musicians, cake makers
and providers of tea; and to all the generous
sponsors. And don’t forget, 2016 is not that
far way, so if you are proud of your garden,
start thinking now about adding it to the list
next time.

SALUSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Professor Dorothy Griffiths OBE, Chair of
the Governing Body

Salusbury Primary starts the new school
year in good shape. Last year the
significant improvements in SATS results
continued for the second year running.
The staff and pupils worked very hard
to achieve this result and we are all very
proud of what they achieved. Year 6 also
did a wonderful production of The Lion
King, which showed just how multi-talented
Salusbury children are. Early year pupils
are also doing well, which bodes well for
their future.
The poor condition of the outside toilets has
been a cause of concern for parents, staff
and children alike for many years but this
summer, thanks to support from our local
councillors, Brent Council and the Friends of
Salusbury School, building work to replace
them began. This is just one of a number
of environmental improvements which took
place over the summer.

QUEEN’S PARK DAY 2014

Come rain or shine, Queen’s Park Day is
always a highlight in the local calendar.
This year the sun shone and residents and
visitors flocked here in their thousands
(14,860 to be precise).
QPD is part traditional village fete – cake
and jam competitions, donkey rides, a
tug-of-war tournament – combined with
twenty-first-century music-making, the
candy-floss thrill of the funfair and the
delights of a street-food festival. And that’s
not to mention over a hundred individual
stalls offering an A to Z of tempting items,
promoting good causes and spreading the
word about local events.
This is genuinely a something-for-everyone
occasion. Whether you want to learn
ballet or how to box, to keep bees or take
up Filipino martial arts, the opportunity
is here. For many, simply watching the
entertainment on offer is enough, from
the remarkable Fanti contortionists to
Mr Alexander’s brand of magic, to the
regular high point of the Queen’s Park’s
Vets fancy-dress dog show. For some, just

Mike Bailey

sitting on a hay bale sipping Pimms while
the world passes by is enough.
Some changes were made to this year’s
arrangements, principally by moving the
Community Performance stage to the
Kensal Rise side of the café, thus avoiding
a musical face-off with the bandstand
and providing a showcase for local
performers.
At the end of the afternoon, as the last
helium balloon escaped over the treetops
and the barbecue smoke faded on the
breeze, weary parents gathered up little
girls with flower-braided hair and their
tiger-face-painted brothers. All of them,
we hope, making a promise to come
again next year. Our thanks, as ever,
go to the tireless team of volunteers who
make this complex event happen.
The last word goes to senior resident
Monty Charkham, a seasoned observer
of QPD down the years: ‘Everybody was
smiling! Like an aura of happiness all
over. It’s a remarkable day, you know.’

SLOW RUNNING BY THE HIGH
SPEED TRAIN Robin Sharp
Update on QPARA’s opposition to HS2’s plans
for car park site at Queen’s Park station.
QPARA has objected formally to Parliament
to HS2’s published plans for a ventilation
shaft with large headhouse and a huge
electrical transformer on the station car
park site. Since these are industrial type
features we, and Brent, consider that they
are completely inappropriate for this site and
should be in a railway or industrial setting.
Our objection is to be considered by a
special Select Committee on the HS2 Bill,
which has already received approval by
Parliament in principle. The Committee has
begun hearing objectors, starting from the
Birmingham end of the route. Best estimates
are that our objection might be heard in early
summer 2015, as there are nearly 2,000
altogether. However, our hope is that before
the hearing HS2 might reconsider the siting
of these blots on the landscape in view of the
strong case we have mounted.

MORE ‘HIDDEN QUEEN’S PARK’

David Inglis (ROH Architects) and Mike Cantor

On Salusbury Road, just past the Islamia
School and next to a yoga centre lies The
Quadrant - set back from the road and
guarded by locked gates.
At one time the London Electricity Board
used the site as a depot. More recently it
was taken over by a removals company
and used mainly for storage, parking and
maintenance. In 1998, ROH Architects were
appointed by the new owners to develop
the site as business units. Two original
Victorian buildings were converted into 18
self-contained work units, and later three new
buildings were erected, adding a further 21
work units by 2005.

CHANGES TO OUR LOCAL HEALTH SERVICES Robin Sharp
The pilot to provide extra GP appointments
at selected practices - or ‘Hubs’ - is being
turned into a medium term project. This
should get going by the end of the year
and will offer extra GP appointments on
Saturdays, Sundays and weekday evenings
(6pm to 9pm). Patients make appointments
at these ‘Hubs’ through their own GP
as normal.
Attempts to involve patients in the planning
of local health services are making mixed
progress. I chair the Kilburn Locality Patient
Participation Group. This meets regularly,
has been well attended and has featured
good speakers on topics such as diabetes,
the Hub scheme, and the forthcoming
community clinics for some eye and
heart conditions.
At Brent Borough level, however, the group
of public/patient volunteers, to which I

belong and which works in partnership
with the new Brent Clinical Commissioning
Group (CCG) has had a less smooth
introduction. Our group has recently been
characterised as ’not fit for purpose’ by the
CCG and they have called in a national
team to ‘review’ our activities.
We are putting up a vigorous defence
of serious patient involvement and we
hope our contribution will be recognised.
Nevertheless it is possible we may not
be here when the QPARA Newsletter is
next published!

DID YOU KNOW?
Parking Scratchcards
If you have any left, they remain valid
until the end of December 2014.

The Quadrant from the cemetery

Thirty nine modern work units with a potential
occupancy of ten or more people each has
added significantly to the number of working
people in the area. If you can gain entrance
through the locked gates you will see that a
wide variety of enterprises occupy the offices.
Fashion design and IT, software, audio,
construction and accountancy, art archive
and studio space all sit next to each other.
The people working in these offices help
to sustain the cafes, pubs and shops along
Salusbury Road and add to the vibrancy of
the area. They are to be welcomed.

SUCCESS FOR THE LIFT CAMPAIGN
Janis Denselow

QPARA’s campaign for lifts at Queen’s Park
station has been successful. Queen’s Park is
one of 42 stations earmarked for improved
access. The deadline for completing all the
projects is 2019 - but we’ll keep the pressure
on to put Queen’s Park near the top of that list.
Preparatory work to install a lift at Kensal Rise
overground station has already started. TFL
says it should be complete by spring 2015
(although that could mean June).

IMPROVING THE OVERGROUND
Judy Lee

The construction work to lengthen the platforms
at Brondesbury Park and Kensal Rise stations is
taking longer than expected. TFL now gives a
completion date of January 2015. So look out
for more Sunday line closures – and, inevitably,
more construction noise for residents whose
houses back onto the railway near the stations.
The payoff will be longer trains and, we hope,
less overcrowding when they start running by
the end of next year.

DIARY DATES
QPARA Monthly Meetings
All welcome, 13th Nov – AGM, then
11th Dec, 8th Jan 2015 and second
Thurs of every month except Aug at the
Inter faith Centre, St Anne’s, Salusbury
Rd. Do join us! 7.30 pm refreshments,
8pm meeting starts.
London Inter Faith Centre, Story of
the Park Project
Photographic Roadshow Tues 25th
Nov12.30-2.30pm, Inter Faith Centre,
Salusbury Rd (see above)
Salusbury Primary School
Christmas Fair - Sat 6th Dec 11am-3pm
Queen’s Park Singers
Concert Sun 7th Dec, 6.30pm Church of
St Anne and St Andrew, 125 Salusbury Rd
All Sing! Harrow Rd Community Choir
Winter Concert, Sun 7th Dec 4-5pm,
St John’s Church, Kensal Green, W10
4AA, concert free, donations welcome
http//:allsingchoir.wordpress.com
Queen’s Park Singers and Queen’s
Park Junior Singers
Singing carols in the streets around the
park for the 39th consecutive year on:
Thurs 18th Dec: meet 7.30pm at the
park end of Summerfield Ave.
Tues 23rd Dec: meet 7.30pm outside
7 Kempe Rd. We finish singing at 9.30pm
with refreshments afterwards and will be
collecting door-to-door for local charities.
Anyone who would like to join us, to sing
or help with the collection will be warmly
welcomed: http://queensparksingers.org.uk
‘Brent Connects’ Forum, Kilburn & Kensal
Wed 21st Jan 2015 7pm, Main Hall,
Salusbury Rooms, Salusbury Rd

PREVENTING FLOODING Judy Lee
Flood prevention is the reason for the
construction work around Tiverton,
Okehampton and Chamberlayne roads and
the short term closure of Chamberlayne Road
with consequent re-routing of some traffic
via Salusbury Road. Larger sewer pipes are
being installed - and a storage tank
underneath Tiverton Green to divert water
after very heavy rainfall. The work should be
finished by the end of March 2015. In the
meantime, we understand Chamberlayne
Road will re-open on November 17th and the
junction of Okehampton and Chamberlayne
on 10th December.

THE STORY OF THE PARK Jo Winsloe
Do you have memories of the park from five,
ten, twenty or more years ago? The London
Inter Faith Centre is delighted to be working
with students of Islamia Girls’ School and
Al-Khoei Schools on a history and intergenerational storytelling project exploring
the Story of Queen’s Park.
We are going to organise events to bring
students and residents of Queen’s Park
together to create a Story of the Park.
Please join us for a Photograph Roadshow
on Tuesday 25th November 2014, 12.302.30pm at the London Inter Faith Centre.
Bring along a photograph and share your
memories. Light refreshments provided.
To receive invitations to further events and
to become part of the Story speak to Jo
Winsloe, Associate Project Coordinator
- jo.winsloe@londoninterfaith.org.uk or
07725 954005 and have a look at www.facebook.com/QueensParkStory

Yogaloft

with more than 50 classes
per week ... there is
something for everyone
www.yogaloftlondon.com
info@yogaloftlondon.com
020 7625 2645
3 Lonsdale Road NW6 6RA
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We assess overall vision, screen for
conditions such as cataracts, glaucoma,
diabetes and dry eyes and offer NHS
sight tests with our excellent optometrist.
We look forward to welcoming you.
Sid Fiz
46 Salusbury Road, NW6 6NN
020 7625 6694
sid@sidfizoptique.com
www.sidfizoptique.com

We are open for business at
The Studio,
131c Salusbury Road,
London, NW6 6RG

Telephone
020 7372 9841

Email
queenspark@handelsbanken.co.uk
www.handelsbanken.co.uk/queenspark
Registered Office: Svenska Handelsbanken AB (publ), 3 Thomas
More Square, London, E1W 1WY. VAT Registration No. GB524 9824
25. Registered in England and Wales No. BR 000589. Incorporated
in Sweden with limited liability. Registered in Sweden No. 5020077862. Head Office in Stockholm. Authorised by the Swedish Financial
Supervisory Authority (Finansinspektionen) and the Prudential
Regulation Authority and subject to limited regulation by the Financial
Conduct Authority and Prudential Regulation Authority. Details about the
extent of our authorisation and regulation by the Prudential Regulation
Authority, and regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority are available
from us on request.

QPARA - MEMBERSHIP
To join, please send your subscription to
the Membership Secretary,
Mark Norbury, at 22 Windermere
Avenue, NW6 6LN
Annual - £10 (£5 concessions)
Annual standing order - £8 (£4 concs)
Life membership - £100 (£50 concs)
Cheques to
Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association
Please include your name, address, email
address and phone number.
Standing Orders
please contact Mark Norbury for details.
Comments and contributions to:
editorqpnews@gmail.com
Advertising to: adsQPNEWS@gmail.com
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