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ANNUAL GENERAL MERRIMENT
QPARA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Thursday 10th November, Inter Faith Centre, St Anne’s and St Andrew’s Church,
Salusbury Road, 7.30pm refreshments, 8pm meeting begins.
Janis Denselow, Chair, Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association

It’s AGM time again – but don’t be put off
by the title, QPARA AGMs are celebrations.
An opportunity to meet your neighbours and
share a drink and delicious home-made food.
During the year, QPARA spends a lot of time
on weighty local issues that affect us all – air
pollution, planning, parking and local NHS
services, to name just a few.
But this night is a time to welcome new and
current members to celebrate our achievements
and reflect on how much we add to our vibrant
community. Please join us at St Anne’s and St
Andrew’s in Salusbury Road. If you are not
yet a member, you can join on the night (see
qpara.org.uk for full information).

Oh yes, and we do have to go through the
business of electing a new Chair. After three
amazing years, it is my turn to stand down and
open this position up to a new face. So please
do join us at 7.30pm on Thursday
10th November.

THE CORRIB CONTINUES TO REST

PARKING SHAKE-UP: RESULTS

Janis Denselow

QPARA Transport Group

Earlier this year The Corrib Rest owner/
developer failed to get planning permission to
build eight flats above the pub. Local group
Transition Town Kensal to Kilburn (TTKtoK) have
plans to open the building on a temporary basis
as a ‘pop up’, offering space to community
enterprises – e.g. café, cycle repairs – with coworking space upstairs.

Parking is a big issue in Queen’s Park and our
last newsletter reported that Brent was consulting
on some major changes – including more
expensive visitor parking and abolishing visitor
household permits. QPARA responded to the
consultation and met officials. Draft decisions
have now been made and changes likely to
happen soon include:

Meanwhile, QPARA are working closely with
the owner/developer to ensure any new plans
fully recognise the Corrib’s community roots as
well as offer a viable pub.

• Increasing visitor parking charges in
Controlled Parking Zones: £1.50 for up to 2
hours, £3 for up to 4 hours, £4.50 for more
than 4 hours (QPARA argued against a high
general increase, and pushed strongly for the
lower charge for short stays).
• Freezing parking prices in Pay & Displays.
• Retaining the visitor household permit but
raising the charge to £163 for a full year, £98
for 6 months and £66 for 3 months.

Salusbury Road has a fine new bench by the bus
stop outside the library, paid for by QPARA.

QPARA is pressing for action to rein in school
parking permits – schools can get permits for
staff to park in residents’ bays. This causes
big problems for some residents – Winchester
Avenue is an example. We also continue to
argue for much better parking enforcement at
school drop-off and pick-up times.

LOCAL AIR POLLUTION LATEST
Souraya Ali

There is worrying news about the dangerous
levels of air pollution in Salusbury Rd. QPARA
is running a project – CAPS (Combating Air
Pollution on Salusbury Road) – with local
partners including schools. Our first monitoring
in August this year found levels of nitrogen
dioxide above the legal mean of 40mg/m3.
This is particularly disturbing because pollution
is generally lower during the August school
holidays (no ‘school run’) than during the rest
of the year.
Air pollution – caused largely by diesel emissions
– is estimated to cause 9,400 premature deaths
in London each year and is linked to cancer,
stroke, heart disease and respiratory problems.
More monitoring is planned in Salusbury Road
– and in Chamberlayne Road too. Brent Council
is currently revising its Air Quality Action Plan,
and the new Mayor of London is consulting on a
package of measures to tackle air pollution, so
we’re hopeful that we’ll see some progress soon.
Find out how you can reduce your exposure
to air pollution and your contribution to it at
healthyair.org.uk

Traffic in Salusbury Road

SALUSBURY ROAD UPDATE
Judy Lee

• Just south of the bridge, the first residents have
moved into Queen’s Park Place.
• Across the road the ‘station site’ housing
scheme looks likely to start in late 2017.
Barring last minute changes it is now
certain that HS2 has dropped its plans for a
controversial vent shaft on this site.
• Further north on Salusbury Road, the fourteen
Queen’s Park Penthouses added above
Sainsburys have just been completed.
• Almost next door, permission has been given
for a development of 32 flats at Queen’s Park
Studios.
• Between these two schemes there is a recent
application to build flats on two extra floors
above the existing office building.
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PARK NEWS
Richard Gentry, Park Manager

PROTECT QUEEN’S PARK’S SPECIAL CHARACTER
Janis Denselow

One of many things that makes Queen’s
Park so special is its official status as a
Conservation Area. That status was granted
in 1986 – an acknowledgement of the area’s
special architectural and historic character.

We’re very proud to report that for the
20th year in succession the park has won a
Green Flag Award – the benchmark national
standard for parks and green spaces. To
win the award, the park had to undergo
rigorous assessment against eight criteria,
including horticultural standards, cleanliness,
sustainability and community involvement.
The Green Flag scheme has now been going
for two decades and Queen’s Park is one
of only a handful of green spaces to have
received the award each year.
We also did well in the London in Bloom
Awards, winning a Gold Standard to add
to the Silver Gilt we won last year. And we
have a third award - the Green Heritage
award. These awards are a fine tribute to
the continuing hard work of the staff.
We have carried out various consultations,
asking park users what kinds of events they’d
like to see in the park. On Queen’s Park
Day, we started another consultation - on the
sandpit area, seeking the views of users on
how to improve play opportunities.
If you’re a tennis player, you will be pleased
to know that we plan to resurface the courts
this winter and that you can now book a
court in the park online at clubspark.lta.org.
uk/CityOfLondonTennis
Follow the park on twitter@COLQueensPark

NEWS FROM ISLAMIA GIRLS’ SCHOOL
Sdaqat Jabeen, Head Teacher

As part of a project to help the homeless,
Islamia school is donating food to Conway
House, a hostel in Kilburn. We host a tuck
shop every Friday and the proceeds help buy
food items for the hostel. Our students have
also visited the shelter.
We’re also backing Salusbury World this
year. It’s a local charity supporting children
from refugee backgrounds. Some of our
students volunteered to help with their summer
programme and to assist with their stall on
Queen’s Park Day. And a sponsored walk
by Islamia Girls School raised an astonishing
£5,000 for Salusbury World.

AL SADIQ AND AL ZAHRA SCHOOLS
Aliya Azam

On Friday 11th November, students from
the schools will visit an exhibition organised
by the London Inter Faith Centre to mark
Armistice Day. The students will take with
them a giant red poppy they have made,
and a white poppy to symbolise peace. This
intergenerational event will bring adults and
students together to remember those fallen in
conflicts around the world and as an intention
to work together for peace.

Thirty years on and the essential character
of Queen’s Park still remains intact. But that
character is under increasing assault as more
and more residents want to change the look of
their homes. This is despite the fact that it’s the
Conservation Area status that drew so many
people to live here in the first place, and keeps
demand for property so high today – ask any
local estate agent!
The key is in the word ‘conserve’. It means
that some of the key original design elements
of the area should not change. Brent has an
excellent Conservation Area Design Guide
with lots of practical advice and information

to help you make repairs and improvements
to your home in ways that help to preserve or
enhance the character of the area.
Things definitely at odds with the Design
Guide include: excessive glass extensions and
pods, basements with bright light wells, newbuilds with sedum roofs and juliet balconies,
extra floors, and mansards. If you’re thinking
about changing the look of your home, please
rely more on the Design Guide and less on the
TV property makeover programmes.
Conservation Area status brings plenty of
advantages - but also some major community
responsibilities. Conservation Areas are
places of special architectural and historic
character with a collective character worth
protecting.
The Queen’s Park Conservation Area Design
Guide can be found at brent.gov.uk

SHAKESPEARE IN THE PARK Sue Fletcher,

ARK FRANKLIN PRIMARY ACADEMY

Shakespeare in the Squares director

Rosie Pye, Operations Director

We had a very busy Summer holiday
developing our garden further and installing
natural wood play structures for our children
to enjoy. It was a real joy to see their faces
when they came back for the new term.

Much Ado in the quiet garden

In the park’s quiet garden on a July Saturday
an intimate performance space took shape:
seating for 200, bunting and festoon lighting,
a park bench and a small table as set dressing.
Shakespeare in the Squares - a new professional
company bringing Shakespeare to London’s
garden squares - had come to Queen’s Park
to perform Much Ado About Nothing, the
comedy of love admitted, denied and ultimately
triumphant.
The audience was welcomed with a cocktail,
and the weather was kind – dry, at least, if
not very warm. From about 6pm people
began to arrive with picnics and rugs and
the determination to enjoy Saturday evening
al fresco.

Children from all year groups have been
on many trips including making pizzas
and visiting the British Museum. They
performed in the Shakespeare Schools
Festival and dressed up as their favourite
Roald Dahl character.
The Fork to Fork Food Festival was an
amazing success, bigger and better than
last year. We welcomed 4000 guests during
the day. Our nursery playground made a
great KidsZone to keep the younger children
happy while the older children tackled a
very competitive obstacle course. And of
course there was the incredible food
from 40 restaurants, some of them
Michelin starred!

ISLAMIA PRIMARY SCHOOL

The play is essentially a comedy of manners despite the dark turn of events half way through
- with Beatrice and Benedick delighting as the
sparring lovers who have to be tricked into
admitting their love. It’s a joyful celebration of
community that made the most of its beautiful
garden setting.
We are extremely grateful to QPARA for
supporting the production - the grant made
staging the show possible. For next year, we’re
planning Romeo and Juliet, to be performed in
Queen’s Park on a Saturday in June.

BASEMENT POLICY REVIEW BY
BRENT COUNCIL
This is ongoing and QPARA has sent a
‘Basement Policy Wish List’ to our councillors,
London Assembly member and our local MP.

The Mayor of Brent, Councillor Parvez Ahmed, cuts
the ribbon to launch Islamia Primary School’s two
new minibuses, to be used for school trips. The school
hopes they might also help with the journey to school,
reducing congestion on Salusbury Road.

QUEEN’S PARK DAY 2016

And so September saw the return of the
annual Queen’s Park Day and the 2016
vintage did not disappoint. The sun shone, the
rain stayed away and a record attendance
of 14,400 saw Queen’s Park at its best. It’s
a great opportunity to meet your neighbours,
sample local fare and grab a bargain from
many local suppliers, volunteer community
groups and local charities. And, as usual,
any profits help fund local good causes.
This year we had our own Bake Off Drama
in the QPARA tent. There were a staggering
35 entries in the carrot cake competition, the
junior flapjack was hotly contested and the
strawberry jams received high commendation.
There was a high turnout for the children’s
craft categories, both the Decorated Wooden
Spoon and Edible Vehicle competitions.
The Dog Show was popular as ever, giving
local canines the chance to dress up for

NEWS FROM SALUSBURY SCHOOL
Claire Morris, Chair of Governors

We have a new head, 120 new children – and
seven new chickens! Our new head, Debby
Rigby, worked alongside Linda Kiernan last
year and took up the Salusbury headship in
September. We’re delighted to welcome her.
The new children joined in Reception and
Nursery – the nursery now offers very popular
full time places. The new chickens live in the
Greenspace, our beautiful outdoor classroom.
The school won an award for excellence in
Shakespeare and two of our students visited the
House of Lords to collect a trophy from Baroness
Estelle Morris. Next year we’ll be working on
Julius Caesar, which we hope to perform in our
new theatre space.
We speak 42 languages at Salusbury so we
enthusiastically celebrated October’s European
Day of Languages with a variety of multi-lingual
activities.
Friends of Salusbury School do a fantastic job of
fundraising and have been shortlisted for Tesco’s
Bags of Help scheme, to develop the Early Years
outdoor space. Voting to decide how much
money we receive will be from 31st October to
13th November. See salusburyfriends.org
Our Christmas Fair is on the 3rd of December.
We’ll also be holding seasonal concerts and
plays including a ‘Musique et Lumiere!’ All are
welcome, see salusbury.brent.sch.uk

Alison Moulding
photos John Morrison

the day. We had dance, cheerleading and
performing arts events on the Community
Stage, while the Main Arena showcased
displays from bikes, bands and birds of
prey. From the climbing wall you could view
the bandstand hosting local talent, including
from Salusbury Primary and Queen’s Park
Community Schools. New for this year
was the Rhythm Studio giving local young
musicians a chance to showcase their talents.
And we had candy floss, fairground rides,
ferret racing, donkey rides and
Mr Alexander’s amazing one-man
children’s show.
None of this would happen without the tireless
work of the local volunteers who organise
the day so huge thanks to them. Please do
contact QPARA if you would like to volunteer
to help next year.

QUEEN’S PARK OPEN GARDENS
AND STUDIOS
Eliana Tomkins

Living in Queen’s Park, we are regularly
reminded of our luck at having landed here,
especially so during June’s Open Gardens and
Studios day. This event, held every two years,
was the brainchild of a few inspired neighbours.
Their commitment – shared by those who
followed on – has made the day a resounding
success.
What bliss to stroll around the neighbourhood,
glossy gorgeous guide and map in hand, to
peer into others’ secret perfumed gardens
and dusky surprising sheds, pick brains about
this and that, bump into old friends, drink tea
in the heavenly tea garden, be seduced by
gentle music, examine and buy original works
of art and crafts, and then collectively sigh
with pleasure at the thought that these simple,
calming pleasures are a regular part of the
Queen’s Park calendar.
We’ve been ‘Queen’s Parkers’ for over forty
years and for the first time this year opened our
own garden. This led not only to reminiscing
with old friends, but also meeting newer
neighbours and enjoying the meditative stance
of strangers who would gaze, examine and
sometimes sit for a while and share thoughts
and ideas. We look forward to 2018.

HOW QPARA CAN HELP FUND YOUR
LOCAL GOOD CAUSE
Mike Cantor

From time to time QPARA has surplus funds
(from events such as Queen’s Park Day) and
we like to return this to the community by
giving money to local good causes. So, if you
are involved with a charity or a not-for-profit
organisation with close links to the Queen’s Park
area, you may be able to get a QPARA grant of
up to £1,000 to help your work.
Recently, we’ve helped local schools to build
a school garden, pay for literacy classes and
pay for some Astroturf. We’ve contributed to the
cost of a recording made by a junior choir and
helped fund this summer’s sparkling production
of Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing
in the park.
If you want to apply, get your application in by
9th February 2017 at the latest. You can get
more information and an application form by
emailing mikecantor18@yahoo.co.uk

MONTY CHARKHAM 1924 – 2015
A life lived to the full Mike Bailey
Over the course of nine energetic decades,
Queen’s Park resident - and QPARA stalwart
- Monty Charkham was a leading Savile Row
tailor, a magistrate, a Brent councillor, a hospital
volunteer – and towards the end of his long life,
a successful bit-part TV actor. Always proud of
his Jewish heritage, he was particularly tickled to
be chosen to play the Pope in Father Ted.
The tenth of eleven children, Monty was born
in 1924 above the shop at 25 Willesden
High Road. They slept four to a bed and, as
the youngest boy, he had the last of the cold
and grimy bathwater. He went into the family
tailoring business, moved to Savile Row and
became a director of Gieves & Hawkes, one of
the oldest tailoring firms there. Always conscious
of the debt he felt his Russian immigrant family
owed to society, he served as a magistrate and
a Brent councillor.

Monty in Savile Row

When Monty retired in the early 1990s he
embarked on a new part-time career as an
extra on TV shows including The Bill as well as
Father Ted. For eighteen years he volunteered at
St John’s Hospice in St John’s Wood, for which
he was awarded the Bronze Medal of Merit by
the Knights of Malta. Eventually he became a
patient there himself and died in the hospice in
October 2015, aged 90.
Monty was married twice and leaves a large
and adoring family, including his widow, JeanAnne, three children and three step-children. He
is remembered with fondness by all who
knew him.

DIARY DATES
QPARA MONTHLY MEETINGS
All welcome, 10th Nov – AGM, then 8th
Dec, 12th Jan 2017 and second Thurs of
every month except August at the Inter Faith
Centre, St Anne’s, Salusbury Rd. Do join us!
7.30 pm tea/coffee, 8pm meeting starts.
ST ANNE’S CHURCH
Public Act of Remembrance, Fri 11th Nov,
11am, at the Cenotaph (War Graves) in
Paddington Old Cemetery.
BRENT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Charity Concert, Sat 12th Nov, 7.30pm,
St Martin’s Church, Mortimer Rd.
Family Christmas Concert, Sat 17th Dec,
6pm, St Martin’s Church, Mortimer Rd.
www.brentso.org.uk
SALUSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Christmas Fair, Sat 3rd Dec 11am – 3pm.

Your local kitchen
showroom in Kensal Rise.
We are running a free design surgery for
residents, so please pop in to see us or visit
us at moduskitchens.com
95 Chamberlayne Road, NW10 3ND • 020 8969 8848

ST ANNE’S
BRONDESBURY

Confidently sharing the love of Christ
St Anne’s
your local Church of England church
Every Sunday at 9.30 am
Celebrate Christmas with us

Wreath making
Saturday 10 Dec 10am-1pm
Carols by Candlelight
Sunday 18 Dec 4.30pm
Crib Service
Christmas Eve at 5pm
Midnight Mass
Christmas Eve at 11.30pm
125 Salusbury Road, London. NW6 6RG
020 7372 6864
www.st-annes-brondesbury.org.uk
motherchristinenw6@gmail.com

Web Design & Computer Support

LONDON INTER FAITH CENTRE

Farewell and Retirement of the Rev Maggie
Hindley, Sun 4th Dec, 6pm, Inter Faith
Centre, Salusbury Rd. All welcome.
PARKLIFE SINGERS
Concert, Mon 5th Dec, 8pm, St Cuthbert’s
Church, Fordwych Rd, NW2
parklifesingers.weebly.com
ALL SING! HARROW ROAD
COMMUNITY CHOIR
Winter Concert, Sat 10th Dec, 3.30pm,
St. Mary Magdalene’s Church,
Maida Vale,W2.
allsingchoir.wordpress.com
QUEEN’S PARK SINGERS AND QUEEN’S
PARK JUNIOR SINGERS
Handel’s Messiah, Sun 11th Dec, 6.30pm,
St Martin’s Church, Mortimer Rd.
Carol singing in the streets around the
park, Thurs 15th Dec meet 7.30pm
outside 7 Kempe Rd. Tues 20th Dec meet
7.30pm at the park end of Summerfield
Avenue. Singing ends at 9.30pm. Anyone
who would like to join us will be warmly
welcomed.
queensparksingers.org.uk
QUEEN’S PARK CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS
SWITCHING-ON EVENT
Queen’s Park, Sat 10th Dec 2 – 6pm .
BRENT CONNECTS – KILBURN
Brent Council local consultative forum, open
to all, Tues 24th Jan 2017.
www.brent.gov.uk

Local
relationship
banking
Jesal Kansagra
Individual Banking Manager
Tel: 020 7372 9869, Mob: 07442 011422
Email: jeka17@handelsbanken.co.uk

Life is too short to
wear average glasses
Sid Fiz Optique in London’s Queens Park is a boutique Optical Store

Sid FizinOptique
in London’s
Parkcare
is atogether
boutique
Optical
NW6 providing
the highest Queens
level of optical
with an
eclectic
of spectacles,
contact
lenses
Children’s
Store
in mix
NW6
providingsunglasses,
the highest
level
of and
optical
care
glasses to cater for all your needs.
together with an eclectic
mix of spectacles, sunglasses, contact
lenses and Children’s glasses to cater for all your needs.
CALL 020 7625 6694

or email info@sidfizoptique.com to book an eye test.
46 Salusbury Road, Queen’s Park, NW6 6NN

CALL 020 7625 6694

or email info@sidfizoptique.com to book an eye test.
WWW.SIDFIZOPTIQUE.COM
46 Salusbury Road, Queen’s Park, NW6 6NN
WWW.SIDFIZOPTIQUE.COM

CATERED BY JULES

FRENCH CLASSES IN
QUEEN’S PARK
FOR CHILDREN IN A HAPPY ATMOSPHERE!
French is taught to children aged 3-10
through play… games, songs, stories,
role-play...
Every Tuesday 3.30-4.15pm.
Parents welcome to stay.

Bespoke baking and catering
to London and its surrounds.
Personal service, intimate dining,
corporate functions, bespoke
bakes, personalised gifts, private
chef hire. All budgets catered for.
07941 184814

www.cateredbyjules.co.uk
RISE Design Studio
Your friendly local architect

risedesignstudio.co.uk

FRENCH
CLASSES

Mathilde
Teaching under licence from
La Jolie Ronde 07427 606 830
or funinfrench1@yahoo.com

true associates ltd
CHARTERED SURVEYORS • ESTATE AGENTS • PROJECT MANAGERS

Property, It’s what we do
True Associates Limited

32 Chamberlayne Road, London, NW10 3JE
T: 020 8960 3663 • F: 020 8960 3883 •
E: info@trueassociates.co.uk • W: www.trueassociates.co.uk

Find us on Facebook & Twitter

handelsbanken.co.uk/queenspark

www.compulink.london
Tel: 020 8621 0486

QPARA MEMBERSHIP

To join, please send your subscription to
the Membership Secretary,
Marika Szalanczi at 92 Chevening Road,
NW6 6DY. qpmembership@gmail.com
Annual £10 (£5 concessions)
Annual standing order £8 (£4 concs)
Life membership £100 (£50 concs)
Cheques to
Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association
Please include your name, address, email
address and phone number.
Standing Orders
Contact Marika Szalanczi for details.
Comments and contributions to:
editorqpnews@gmail.com
Advertising to: adsQPNEWS@gmail.com
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