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FROM THE NEW CHAIR OF QPARA
Virginia Bonham Carter

Virginia Bonham Carter, right,
with former Chair, Janis Denselow

We are all immensely grateful to Janis
Denselow for her stewardship of QPARA for
the last three years. She has been a brilliant
chair, organising and enabling QPARA to
succeed in its activities. We really appreciate
all the time, enthusiasm and energy she has
given to the association.
QPARA is well established and influential.
It was founded in 1973 and has been kept
going through the years thanks to the effort
of its chairs, committees, action groups and
the expertise of members who work tirelessly
to influence and keep us all informed of what

happens in this wonderful conservation area.
Our voice is heard on a very wide range
of issues, including planning, streetscape,
parking, local health services, air pollution,
transport, policing and, of course, our park.
QPARA organises the hugely successful
annual Queen’s Park Day and (every two
years) Open Gardens and Studios.
Representatives of the Corporation of
London (who run the park), the police and
our councillors regularly come to QPARA
meetings to report on their work and answer
questions, and we are regularly consulted
by council officials on planning, parking,
conservation, streetscape and other issues.
The more members we have the more
influential we can be – please join if you are
not already a member and encourage others
to join so that their views may be heard.
Membership is just £10 per year (£5 for
concessions, see back page). Let’s continue
the work of so many years to keep the
Queen’s Park area a beautiful place to live,
with a vibrant and thriving community.

FACELIFT FOR CHAMBERLAYNE ROAD?
Chamberlayne Road could be given a new
look following a report commissioned by
Brent on how to make the vibrant but polluted
and often heavily-congested road a more
pleasant place to be. Following wide local
consultation the report calls for an ambitious
programme to remove clutter, improve the
streetscape, reduce the impact of through
traffic, improve cycling, address congestion
and do something about the bus turning
arrangements around Station Terrace.
QPARA is joining the other three residents’
associations on Chamberlayne, plus
councillors, the local business association
and others in a working group to take the

BRENT MOVES TO CONTROL
BASEMENTS – BUT IS IT ENOUGH?
Judy Lee

Brent Council has drafted a new policy on
the vexed issue of basements. Its Basement
Supplementary Planning Document was put
out for consultation in February with comments
invited by the end of March. Once these have
been taken into account the final version of
the policy will be ‘a material consideration’
when basement planning applications are
considered. This means the policy has to be
taken fully into account – although it does not
mean it automatically overrides the judgement
of planning officials.
Nevertheless, from the point of view of QPARA,
which has very strong reservations about
basements in our neighbourhood, the document
is a step forward, albeit with limitations. It sets
out guidance on important things such as scale,
landscaping, flood-risk, drainage, design and
sustainability requirements. It limits the size
of basements to the width of the house, and
says they should not extend further than three
metres from the rear of the property. Basements
should also be only one storey deep, and go
no deeper than three metres (four under a
detached house). There is also a useful checklist
for those considering a development.

QPARA Transport and Streetscape Group

project forward. The scheme depends on
funding from TfL, which is not yet approved,
although TfL helped fund the report and a
further feasibility study this year, so this all
sounds positive.
brent.gov.uk/chamberlayneroad

SAVE THE DATE: QUEEN’S PARK DAY 2017 – SUN 17TH SEPT
Noon – 5.30pm

Queen’s Park Day will be held in the park on Sunday 17th September from noon to 5.30pm.
The organising committee is busy putting together an exciting afternoon of entertainment and
activities for all the family. Don’t miss it! Stall applications are open from 1st April to 17th
May. An application form is on the website www.qpark.org.uk

However, the draft policy ignores some key
issues of great concern to residents of Queen’s
Park – a conservation area largely consisting of
narrow streets of one-hundred-year-old terraced
homes constructed with shallow foundations on
soft clay. These issues are
1. The potential long-term damage basements
can do to other houses in the street. As Mick
Beaman, a retired Queen’s Park chartered
surveyor and town planner puts it: ‘Houses
in Queen’s Park are built on a layer of soft
clay over stiff clay lower down. The soft clay
swells and shrinks with the seasons but the
stiff clay does not. A basement gives one
house much deeper foundations than its
neighbours in a terrace and the result can
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be long term differential movement causing
cracking, shearing and other damage.’
2. The anti-social impact of noise, vibration,
heavy lorry movements in small streets, loss
of parking spaces, and damage to trees and
pavements during the lengthy construction
period.
Brent’s document claims that legislation such as
the Party Wall Act, and general environmental
regulations are there to deal with problems such
as these. But in practice, as growing numbers of
Queen’s Park residents know to their cost, these
offer very little protection.
QPARA has opposed basement applications
made within the area and lobbied Brent
for more stringent guidance on basement
development. It has responded to the
consultation document and we await the
final version.

SALUSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL

QUEEN’S PARK’S POLICE
STATION SAVED Janis Denselow

Four teachers from Salusbury Primary School
have just arrived back from their partner
school in MBollet-Ba in The Gambia. They
took with them some generous donations
from Salusbury School and the local
community of Queen’s Park and helped to
set up a new nursery class at MBollet-Ba.
If you’d like to know more, do look at our
website: salusbury.brent.sch.uk.

Plans to close our local police station, until
recently underoccupied, have been shelved.
The Met had decided that the building was
no longer needed and put it up for sale. But
it’s now been taken off the market and is safe
– at least for the “foreseeable future”. Instead,
Paddington Green police station has been
sold and North Westminster police have been
moved temporarily to Queen’s Park.
The decision means that our small team
of Safer Neighbourhood police can stay
close to their patch. The team is made up
of a sergeant, two constables and a police
community support officer.
If you need to contact the Safer
Neighbourhood Team (SNT), call 020
8721 2960 / 07920 233761. For non
urgent calls, use 101. These calls are often
put through to the Queen’s Park SNT, so it’s
worth trying 101 if the other numbers are
not answered. For emergencies, it’s 999.

Claire Morris, Chair of Governors
Salusbury staff with MBollet-Ba pupils

Other highlights this term include a special
focus on Shakespeare with support from The
Primary Shakespeare Company, success in
the QPR football tournament where Salusbury
won all its four matches, and participation in
a schools Maths Challenge.
We will shortly be holding a Science Week,
and a production of Aladdin will be
performed at QPCS (many thanks to QPCS
for their help) at the end of term.

WANT TO SEE A CONSULTANT? BIG
BROS IS WATCHING YOU…
Robin Sharp, Chair Brent Patient Voice

HELP TO LOCAL GROUPS
Mike Cantor

At its meeting on 9th March 2017, QPARA
agreed donations of £1000 to each of the
following groups with a connection to the
Queen’s Park area:
Brent Action for Refugees to fund tea/social
evenings for Syrian refugees in Brent;
Brent Centre for Young People to provide
Adolescent Exploratory Therapy to two young
people who live in the Queen’s Park area;
Laurence’s Larder to help with the provision of
food, clothing, washing and drying facilities to
refugee asylum seekers in Brent;
Our Global School to cover the cost of
transporting volunteer school students from
Salusbury School and Queen’s Park Community
School to a township school in Kayamandi,
South Africa;
Promise Foundation to help fund a monthly
Skills Club to help tackle educational
disadvantage in Brent;
Salusbury World to assist with the funding of a
Winter Party for refugee children and to help
fund excursions for refugee women and children;
Shakespeare in the Squares to help with the
costs of a production of Romeo and Juliet in
Queen’s Park on 24th June.

For the past six months some Brent GPs have
been using a new system to manage patient
referrals to hospital consultants. It’s called
BROS (Brent Referral Optimisation Service)
and it’s run by a company called Bexley
Heath Ltd. If your GP practice has signed up
to BROS and they refer you to a consultant,
the referral goes via Bexley Heath Ltd. If the
company think the referral is justified, and
any tests needed have been done, they make
the appointment and let you know.
If they query the referral, or want more
information or tests, it goes back to your GP
for comment or action. If there is a dispute,
your doctor should have the last word.
Brent Patient Voice (BPV) have secured a
commitment that patients must be informed
in writing at the time of the referral that they
have a legal right to choose which consultant
they prefer.
Brent Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG)
which introduced BROS say it will improve
the quality of referrals and save £2m a
year - even after paying around £1m in fees
to Bexley Health. BPV doubt whether these
savings will be achieved. It remains to be
seen whether patients’ experience of referrals
will improve. For more see www.bpv.org.uk.

NEW HOUSING SCHEME BY
QUEEN’S PARK STATION
Peter Hay

The long-delayed plan for a major housing
and retail development on a site taking in the
Queen’s Park station car park and spreading
across the road to the Falcon pub is finally
progressing. The delay was caused by a
separate plan – now abandoned – to build a
vent shaft for HS2 on part of the land.
Detailed preparations are now under way
and Keniston Press has been demolished.
The car park, pub, Cullen House and other
buildings on the site are all scheduled for
demolition in due course and then work will
begin to build around 130 flats, some shops
and offices, plus some new public space.
The plans mean permanent changes to the
road system. The existing ‘gyratory system’
in which the Falcon and Cullen House sit,
will be closed on the west side (ie between
the car park and Cullen House). There will
be traffic lights at the junction of Salusbury
Road and Kilburn Lane, with improvements to
make things easier for pedestrians.
In Carlton Vale, which joins this junction,
work is already under way on a separate
improvement scheme for cyclists, to provide
new cycle lanes running the length of the
Vale, plus a short contra-flow section by the
Falcon to improve access to Salusbury Road.
To hear more about the housing scheme,
come to the QPARA meeting on 11th May
where we hope to have an update.

QUEEN’S PARK – SOME COMINGS
AND GOINGS
Mike Cantor, John Morrison

We’re sad to report that Charles Autos in
Lonsdale Road is closing after 43 years.
Many motorists in Queen’s Park have had
their cars repaired by Charlie. It’s rumoured
that the garage will be taken over by a
micro-brewery – the latest development in
a series of changes that has taken Lonsdale
from a road of small industrial workshops
to a place offering many different services.
These include health, food, consultancy,
music tuition, interior design and architecture
- and even sustainable swimwear.
In fact, although not everyone likes it, or
all of it, change is a fundamental part of
the Queen’s Park streetscape. The longestablished Sundarban on Salusbury
Rd disappeared recently to be replaced
by Bob’s Café, which, along with other
Queen’s Park cafés, seems to be doing good
business with local families. Salusbury Rd
now also hosts Dark Habit (on the corner
of Hopefield) which takes its coffee very
seriously indeed. The same site houses a
sushi bar at lunchtime and in the evenings.
Further up Salusbury Rd, a new pretty
café called Peppermint has taken over a
former convenience store and serves coffee,
pastries, lunches etc. But perhaps the most
intriguing recent addition to Queen’s Park’s
eating choice is the Paradise Unbakery
on Chamberlayne Rd. This offers raw
vegan food. If you want your Easter egg
constructed from raw vegan gluten-free
brownies, this is the place for you.

NO REST YET FOR THE CORRIB
Janis Denselow

For two years, QPARA has fought battles
with the new owners of the Corrib Rest on
Salusbury Rd to ensure we keep a pub and
community space, and ensure that neighbours
are fully protected from anti-social behaviour.
When QPARA heard that the building
had been sold to a private developer, we
successfully applied to have the pub secured
as an ‘Asset of Community Value (ACV)’.
The developer protested and appealed but
we fought off this threat. We successfully
opposed plans that did not provide adequate
and appropriate community space and we
continue to seek a resolution that guarantees
the pub, the community space and protection
for the neighbourhood.
Now the owners have submitted a new
application for planning permission
(16/5398). On the ground floor they
propose a pub and community space. On the
upper floors (including an extra floor above
the roof space) they propose to build 9 flats.

PARK NEWS Richard Gentry, Park Manager and Mick Guerin, Park Team Leader
Sandpit area You’ll soon see big changes
in the park sandpit area. Following a public
consultation, a major redesign is starting,
including water play, play mounds and a
play structure with slide, tunnels and climbing
ramps. There will also be willow dens, toddler
swings, a picnic area, herbaceous planting
and a wild flower area. We hope to have
the work finished before the start of the
school summer holidays. Separately, we are
considering altering the toilet block to give
access from the play area.
Children’s Farm A redevelopment plan for
the Children’s Farm has been produced –
taking into account comments from the local
community. The concept is a smallholding
- possibly with goats, sheep, turkeys, a veg
patch and a wild flower area. In the meantime,
you may have noticed that our hens and geese
aren’t at the farm. Avian flu precautions mean
that they must be housed indoors. We are
hoping the restriction will be lifted soon - the
next review is at the end of April.

ARK FRANKLIN PRIMARY ACADEMY
Janine Ryan, Principal

QPARA have been working with local
councillors and other local residents’
associations to ensure that the community
interests are fully recognised by Brent
Planning Committee when they consider the
application in April or May, and we have
responded to this planning application.
There may still be time for you to make
your individual voice heard (search for the
planning application on Brent’s website).
Visit our website for the latest news:
www.qpara.org.uk.

MENTORS WANTED
The Promise Foundation, which provides
mentors from the Queen’s Park area for
underprivileged young people from the
locality, is looking for more volunteers to
become mentors. The foundation works
closely with Queen’s Park Community
School. If you are interested, contact
josephine@thepromisefoundation.org.uk.

CONTROLLED PARKING ZONES (CPZs)
QPARA Transport and Streetscape Group

Brent is reviewing CPZs across the borough
and welcomes views from residents on
current arrangements or ideas for change.
QPARA’s area covers Zone KQ plus the
eastern corner of Zone KB. QPARA aims
to have an input and welcomes views from
residents to help us formulate comments, and
relay them to Brent where there is consensus.
We have a dedicated email address for your
views: qparamail@gmail.com.

To mark spring all our children are busy
sowing seeds in our biodome and garden
areas. Later they will harvest their produce,
and after sampling it raw where possible,
deliver it to our kitchens to be used in our
school lunches.
Our wonderful new Reception learning
environment is affording our youngest pupils
an accessible, challenging, engaging and
purposeful learning experience, both inside
and outside, throughout the day.
Our outdoor classroom is almost complete, a
cedar-clad wildflower-roofed refuge from the
elements, which will allow our children to be
outdoors in all weathers, tending their produce
and learning about the world around them
and their place in it.
Do dust off your running shoes and join us for
our second Foot to Foot Fun Run which will
take place in Queen’s Park on Sunday 18th
June; it is open to all ages.

ISLAMIA GIRLS’ SCHOOL NEWS
Sdaqat Jabeen, Head Teacher

Girls at Islamia School are always striving to
help others. The school council has organised
numerous events including a charity dinner,
evening and a sleep over in order to raise
money for their chosen charities including
‘National Zakat Foundation’, ‘Mind’ and
‘Salusbury World’. The school is committed
to maintaining community cohesion through
projects such as regular visits to the local
care home to spend time with the elderly and
to carry out activities with them. Children
from different faith schools got together and
took part in a tree planting activity organised
by ‘MADE’ (Muslim Action for Development
and Environment), highlighting the girls’ focus
on the environment as well as the community.
Girls in Year 10 also go to Hasmonean
High School to take part in their Holocaust
memorial day.

Park Café Thanks to the 400 people who took
part in our consultation on the Queen’s Park
café. It’s part of a wider review of how we can
ensure all our cafes meet the needs of users,
stakeholders and residents. We’ve set up a
broad-based ‘Café Working Group’ to help
develop a new approach.
Trim Trail Queen’s Park has received funding
from Brent for the installation of outdoor trim
trail equipment. The current metal trim trail will
be replaced with natural wood equipment,
softening the general feel and making it more
appropriate for the park environment.
Follow the park on twitter@COLQueensPark.

QUEEN’S PARK BOMB REVIVES
BLITZ MEMORIES
John Morrison

The large unexploded WW2 bomb
discovered on 2nd March on the construction
site for new flats on The Avenue caused
a good deal of disruption. Schools were
closed, residents evacuated and Brondesbury
Park station closed for several days. The
500lb bomb was taken to an MoD site near
Shoeburyness in Essex to be detonated – in a
huge blast.
The incident was a vivid reminder that Queen’s
Park suffered a good deal of Blitz damage.
If you’ve ever wondered why some houses in
the Avenues between the park and Salusbury
Rd were clearly built much later than their
neighbours, it’s because the original homes
were destroyed by German bombers –
probably trying to hit the important rail
links at Willesden Junction.
There is a fascinating website using
information from the National Archives to
plot on detailed maps every bomb that fell on
London from October 1940 to June 1941,
and you can find Queen’s Park’s quota there:
www.bombsight.org. The dramatic story
of one raid that destroyed 71, 73 and 75
Chevening Rd in 1940 is told in:
www.shmuelbennachum.com/chevening.htm.

A HELPING HAND FOR
SYRIAN REFUGEES Lee Gordon
Queen’s Park residents are helping Brent
Action for Refugees raise funds to support
the first Syrian refugee family to come to
Brent under the government’s resettlement
scheme. The family is expected in April and
donations are requested to help pay for
such things as food and clothing, additional
rent and English language support. You can
donate via: justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
refugeeswelcomebrent or to donate directly,
please contact
brentaction4refugees@gmail.com

DIARY DATES
QPARA MONTHLY MEETINGS
All welcome, Thurs 6th April, then second
Thurs of every month except Aug at the
Inter faith Centre, St Anne’s, Salusbury Rd.
Do join us! 7.30pm tea/coffee, 8pm
meeting starts.
ALL SING! HARROW ROAD
COMMUNITY CHOIR
Sun 30th April, singing 3pm in the
amphitheatre at the Canal Cavalcade,
Little Venice. Sat 8th July, Summer Concert,
details https://allsingchoir.wordpress.com
ARK FRANKLIN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Sun 18th June, Foot to Foot family Run,
Queen’s Park, all welcome, details
http://arkfranklinprimary.org
QUEEN’S PARK SINGERS
Sun 11th June, Summer Concert,
Madrigals, Part Songs and Chansons,
St Anne’s Church, Salusbury Rd, details
queensparksingers.org.uk
PARK ACTIVITIES

‘Ask the Gardener’ Sun 23rd April,
12 – 1pm and Sun 14th May, 2 – 3pm,
in the Quiet Garden.
Whitsun Bank Holiday Childrens’ Fair,
Fri 26th May – Thurs 1st June.
Band on the bandstand, Sun 25th June,
3 – 5pm, further concerts every Sun
until and including 20th Aug.
‘SHAKESPEARE IN THE SQUARES’
Performance of ‘Romeo and Juliet’, Sat 24th
June, 7pm in Queen’s Park’s Quiet Garden.
Tickets available mid May from
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk
BRENT CONNECTS – KILBURN
Brent Council’s Local Consultative Forum,
open to all, Tues 27th June, 7– 9pm, details
www.brent.gov.uk
SALUSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Summer Fair, Sat 1st July 11am – 3pm
BRENT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Summer Concert, Sat 1st July 7.30pm St
Martin’s Church, Mortimer Rd, NW10
QUEEN’S PARK COMMUNITY SCHOOL
Summer Carnival and Fun Run, Sat 8th July
12 - 4pm
PARKLIFE SINGERS
Summer concert, songs from around the
world, Sat 15th July 7pm, Mapesbury Dell,

mapesbury-dell.org/parklifesingers.weebly.com

QUEEN’S PARK DAY
Sun 17th September, 12 - 5.30pm

CATERED BY JULES
Bespoke baking and catering
to London and its surrounds.
Personal service, intimate dining,
corporate functions, bespoke
bakes, personalised gifts, private
chef hire. All budgets catered for.

07941 184814

www.cateredbyjules.co.uk

BOXING FITNESS
ACADEMY
Learn basic skills
and techniques of
boxing for your
ultimate health
and fitness.

Your local kitchen
showroom in Kensal Rise.
We are running a free design surgery for
residents, so please pop in to see us or visit
us at moduskitchens.com
95 Chamberlayne Road, NW10 3ND 020 8969 8848
•

You are welcome at St Anne’s,
your local Church of England Church,
every

Sunday at 9.30 am
for worship, including Children’s Group.
Why not join us to give thanks for a life
event, or to pray for our global community?

Life is too short to
wear average glasses
CALL 020 7625 6694

or email info@sidfizoptique.com to book an eye test.
46 Salusbury Road, Queen’s Park, NW6 6NN
WWW.SIDFIZOPTIQUE.COM

Local
relationship
banking
Jesal Kansagra
Individual Banking Manager
T: 020 7372 9869
E: jeka17@handelsbanken.co.ukk

50+ classes a week
A beautiful boutique packed with gifts
Yoga memberships and
introductory offers
www.yogaloftlondon.com
info@yogaloftlondon.com
020 7625 2645
3 Lonsdale Road NW6 6RA

RISE Design Studio
handelsbanken.co.uk/queenspark

Your friendly local architect
risedesignstudio.co.uk

FRENCH CLASSES IN
QUEEN’S PARK
FOR CHILDREN IN A HAPPY ATMOSPHERE!
French is taught to children aged 3-10
through play… games, songs, stories,
role-play...
Every Tuesday 3.30-4.15pm.
Parents welcome to stay.

Mathilde
Teaching under licence from
La Jolie Ronde 07427 606 830
or funinfrench1@yahoo.com

true associates ltd
CHARTERED SURVEYORS • ESTATE AGENTS • PROJECT MANAGERS

Property, It’s what we do
True Associates Limited

Tel: 07881 634 126
www.ppacademy.org.uk

Confidently sharing the love of Christ

125 Salusbury Road, London. NW6 6RG
020 7372 6864
www.st-annes-brondesbury.org.uk
motherchristinenw6@gmail.com

32 Chamberlayne Road, London, NW10 3JE

The Bandstand
SATURDAYS 9.30-11am
Bendera Moussa,
ABA Boxing Coach

ST ANNE’S
BRONDESBURY

T: 020 8960 3663 • F: 020 8960 3883 •
E: info@trueassociates.co.uk • W: www.trueassociates.co.uk

Find us on Facebook & Twitter

QPARA MEMBERSHIP

To join, please send your subscription to
the Membership Secretary,
Marika Szalanczi at 92 Chevening Road,
NW6 6DY. qpmembership@gmail.com
Annual £10 (£5 concessions)
Annual standing order £8 (£4 concs)
Life membership £100 (£50 concs)
Cheques to
Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association
Please include your name, address, email
address and phone number.
Standing Orders
Contact Marika Szalanczi for details.
Comments and contributions to:
editorqpnews@gmail.com
Advertising to: adsQPNEWS@gmail.com
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