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NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING LATEST
Janis Denselow

Jessica.Treagear@met.pnn.police.uk, Chris.
lewis@met.pnn.police.uk
Telephone contacts are 020 826 2111,
07748 258003.
Follow them on Twitter@mpsqpark (you can
also message them directly). Here you can
see daily updates/activities/arrests/patrols.
They have also committed to producing a
monthly newsletter.

Say ‘hello’ to two energetic and
enthusiastic new members of our Queen’s
Park Safer Neighbourhood Team (QPSNT)
– Police Constables Chris Lewis and Jess
Tregear. They complete a team of four,
much reduced from the six or seven of
less ‘austere’ times. The other two team
members are Sergeant Michael Richards
and Ali Dogan, our Police Community
Support Officer.
Jess and Chris arrived in late 2017 and
are keen to get to know the community they
serve. The best way to contact them is via
email – leave a message and a number for
them to get back to you:

The Met Commissioner Cressida Dick has
stated her commitment to neighbourhood
policing, but London policing budgets are
under great pressure. So communities like
ours must learn to fight harder to keep our
police services at a time when the Met is
constantly searching for ways to save money.
We’ve recently seen the front counter at our
local police station close. And we now have
‘Tri Borough Policing’ – Brent, Barnet and
Harrow have merged their police services
under one Basic Command Unit – a single
superintendent instead of three, with a
reduction in admin staff. QPARA has been
assured we won’t see any difference and
that it will be business as usual for our local
Safer Neighbourhood Team. We sincerely
hope so.

QUEEN’S PARK OPEN GARDENS
& STUDIOS 2018
Sunday 17th June 1-6pm

The Open Gardens & Studios team

This lively neighbourhood event will take
place in the area surrounding the park, with
private gardens and artists’ and ceramicists’
studios open to the public. There are several
exciting new gardens and artists opening
their doors for the first time this year. This
event is in its16th year and is a wonderful
way to enjoy our local community, be
inspired with ideas for your own terrace
or garden and see some of the impressive
local art talent. Entry is by ticket only which
can be purchased in advance or on the day
from Worldly, Wicked & Wise, Queen’s Park
Flowers, Scarlet & Violet and at the Farmers’
Market.
Please put the 17th June in your diaries
and we look forward to seeing you then.
Meanwhile Happy Spring!

UPDATE ON CHAMBERLAYNE ROAD FACELIFT QPARA Transport & Streetscape Group
Brent and TfL want to improve the ‘Kensal
Corridor’ – Chamberlayne Rd (from Clifford
Gardens to Buller Rd), Kilburn Lane (from
Buller Rd to Harrow Rd) and Station Terrace.
In Station Terrace the plan is to build out
the area in front of Kensal Rise station
and pave it to make a more attractive
setting. Pavements will be widened along
much of the west side of Chamberlayne
Rd, and parking and loading moved on
to designated bays. In addition, a new
avenue of trees will ‘green’ that side of the
road. These works will narrow the main
roadway, but by shifting parking the idea
is to enable buses and other traffic to flow
more smoothly.

the scheme delivers this! In QPARA’s area
Brent sent all households between the
park and Chamberlayne Rd a consultation
leaflet asking for views on the scheme.
Implementation depends on the outcome
of consultation (recently completed) and on
confirmation of TfL funds – at a time when
budgets are getting tighter.

A central aim is to reduce congestion and
associated pollution – which has prompted
some lively debate on how to ensure that

AN INVITATION FROM AL KHOEI
Aliya Azam

The Al Khoei Foundation in Chevening Rd
is delighted to invite our neighbours to our
annual Big Iftar dinner which will be held
one evening between 15th May and 14th
June; the date to be confirmed. If you would
like to share the experience of breaking fast
with us, along with interfaith leaders and
distinguished guests, kindly RSVP to events@
alkhoei.org before 1st May. This will help to
finalise arrangements, including catering.
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AIR POLLUTION UPDATE S. Choukeir
QPARA-backed Clean Air for Brent
continues to campaign for tougher measures
to tackle serious local air pollution, including
responding to consultations and writing
to MPs. We are holding a public meeting
from 7-9pm on 18th April at Harlesden
Methodist Church where you can find out
more. Search online for ‘cleanairforbrent’
for details.
Ark Franklin Primary on Harvist Rd is one
of 50 schools, in areas of London with the
worst air quality, chosen for an official
air quality audit by the Mayor of London.
Results are expected soon. The pilot scheme
will make recommendations to reduce
the damaging effect of air pollution on
pupils’ health. These could include moving
entrances and playgrounds away from busy
roads, planting green barriers between
schools and roads to filter toxic pollution,
and running anti-idling campaigns.
The Mayor has also consulted on proposals
to expand the Ultra Low Emission Zone
(ULEZ) up to the North and South Circular,
which would include Queen’s Park. Under
the plans, the most polluting cars travelling
anywhere in this area would incur a
£12.50 a day fee. This would apply (in
broad terms) to diesel cars that will be more
than four years old and petrol cars that will
be more than 12 years old in 2019. Unlike
the Congestion Charge, the fee would apply
24/7. You can find out if your car would
be affected by searching online for ‘ULEZ
VRM Checker’. The ULEZ will be introduced
within the existing Congestion Charge
Zone in April next year, with the proposed
extension introduced in 2020 for heavy
vehicles and in 2021 for cars. As a result, it
is estimated that there will be a reduction of
nearly 80 per cent in the number of people
living in areas exceeding legal limits for air
pollution.
In the meantime, with local elections
coming up in Brent on 3rd May, this is your
opportunity to let your election candidates
know how important clean air is for you and
your family.

SALUSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Stephanie Armstrong, Deputy Headteacher

Salusbury Primary welcomed our new
headteacher, Michelle Ginty, who joined
us in January. The year got off to a flying
start with the introduction of themed coffee
mornings with parents, and so far we have
enjoyed delicacies from our Somali, Arabic,
Brazilian and Portuguese communities.
Shakespeare Week was a resounding
success with workshops, theatre visits and
a class focus on The Winter’s Tale enjoyed
throughout the week. Members of the school
community went to the Gambia for the
annual visit to our partner school in MbollettBa, to take part in a range of creative,
educational and sports activities.
Some staff and parents were privileged to
attend the inspirational Salusbury World
Volunteers Celebration. Salusbury is lucky to
be part of such a caring community.

PARK NEWS - QUEEN’S PARK CAFÉ
Richard Gentry, Park Manager

You will have noticed changes at the park
café recently. In January this year, following
a tendering process, the City of London
offered the lease to Urban Leisure Group
(ULG). Some of you may already know of
ULG; they started ten years ago, and opened
The Alice House on Salusbury Rd, their first
venue in Queen’s Park, seven years ago.
Their HQ is based in Queen’s Park too.
In early February ULG re-opened the
café with a mission to serve healthy and
delicious food at reasonable prices. They’re
enthusiastic about the café and what it will
offer to the park users, hoping it will become
the heart of the Queen’s Park community.
ULG have begun discussions with local

businesses and community groups and are
keen to work in partnership with them.
As an operator, they’re committed to
reducing the impact of food and other
waste on the environment. In time, food
waste will be composted on site and
a worm farm introduced. Used coffee
grounds will be available to use as a
fertiliser on garden beds. ULG are already
working with several Fair Trade certified
suppliers too, including their tea and coffee
suppliers.
The City of London and ULG hope that you,
your family and friends will use the café
while you’re enjoying the park.
OTHER NEWS
We asked for tenders for the
redevelopment of the sandpit area but
they were all very expensive. The City of
London is now looking for other funding
routes and in the meantime the sandpit
area will be maintained and kept open.
PLEASE REMEMBER IN THE
PARK, DOGS ON LEADS AT
ALL TIMES AND NO CYCLING!

HELEN AND HOPSCOTCH
Clare Minchington

Helen Durnford is one of Queen’s Park’s
movers and shakers and has been for over
30 years. She’s a stalwart of QPARA, a
key organiser of Queen’s Park Day, and a
manager of the Farmers’ Market. But one of
her greatest achievements is Hopscotch, the
Chevening Rd under-fives nursery and drop
in. Hopscotch was started as a playgroup by
some local mums more than 30 years ago
and Helen was soon on the committee. She
has been the driving force ever since, and
her recent retirement from the management
team leaves a hard act to follow.

In recent years Hopscotch has been under
threat of closure because of the expiry of
its Brent Council lease. Helen has worked
tirelessly to secure lease extensions and a
more certain future for the nursery. She is
respected and listened to and thanks to her
efforts Hopscotch now has a secure future
to 2020 and beyond. Helen will be greatly
missed at Hopscotch, but thankfully the
Queen’s Park community will continue to
benefit from her drive and energy.

Hopscotch is a charity providing nursery
care to the local community and a low-cost
drop in stay-and-play facility for children
and their carers. Countless local families
have benefited from this ‘outstanding‘ rated
nursery as well as from the daily drop
in facility.

QUEEN’S PARK BOOK FESTIVAL
NEEDS YOU Thomas du Plessis
The Queen’s Park Book Festival now has
more than 70 authors, journalists and poets
signed up for a weekend of readings, talks,
debates and special events on 30th June
and 1st July. Everything from local history
to sport, politics and of course literature will
be on the menu. Tickets will be on sale from
early May.
We want to make the festival a memorable
and sustainable annual event and we’re
looking for generous Festival Patrons to
provide some financial support to make this

vision come true. We also have a range
of exciting sponsorship opportunities for
local businesses. It’s a great opportunity to
engage with a large audience at a high
quality festival.
We are also looking for a small army of
volunteers to help throughout the weekend.
If you can help, please do get in touch by
emailing volunteers@qpbookfest.com.
If you are interested in becoming a
Festival Patron or are interested in
sponsorship opportunities, please email
info@qpbookfest.com.
We can’t wait for sunshine and books!

ALLOTMENTS IN THE PARK
Maggie Turp

MORE TREES FOR QUEEN’S PARK’S STREETS Hussain Khan
The street trees in the QPARA area are an
important local amenity. They provide clean
air, shade and a home for wildlife and they
contribute to the character and sense of
place. Well-maintained trees make our streets
attractive, helping to enhance community
pride and to reduce anti-social behaviour.

Early Days

Not everyone knows there are allotments in
the park. They are behind the café and they
started up seven years ago.
The allotments sprang from a partnership
between the park management and Kensal
to Kilburn Transition (TTKtoK) – part of
the Transition movement, which promotes
community sustainability. We decided to
divide the space into mini-plots to give as
many local people as possible the chance to
grow organic vegetables and herbs, share
tips and learn from each other’s successes
and failures.
We received a lot of positive feedback, so
last year we added eight more mini-plots,
with funding from TTKtoK and a great deal
of topsoil, goodwill and general assistance
from Richard Gentry, Mick Guerin and the
team of park keepers.
Six of the new plots are for people who
have few other opportunities for gardening,
especially refugees. We were also
allocated four raised beds in the children’s
playground.
As well as each of us looking after a miniplot, we grow fruit to share. We work our
own plots in our own time and organise
monthly Garden Together days throughout
the summer and a spring Big Dig when we
welcome all comers.
If you are interested in having a plot, or
just want to know more, search online for
Queen’s Park Allotment. There’s a waiting
list but in the meantime, you are welcome to
join in with the Big Dig and Garden Together
days.
A favour: please don’t let dogs or children
walk on the beds and please don’t take any
of our produce. The growing season has
started and we hope you will enjoy watching
everything grow, and that you will stop and
talk to us any time you are passing by.

March 2018

But these trees don’t last for ever and some
streets in Queen’s Park currently have large
gaps where trees have been removed.
Accordingly, QPARA has voted to donate
£4,000 to Brent Council to replace many
of them, close to their original locations.
QPARA members have indicated where they
want trees planted. Several of the suggested
sites for the new trees are close to school
playgrounds and main roads, helping to
counteract traffic pollution and protect school

CORRIB LATEST
Judy Wilcox and Mike Locke

QPARA continues to keep a close eye on
The Corrib Rest on Salusbury Rd as the
owner, who wants to develop much of the
building as flats, seeks someone to take
on the lease of the downstairs pub and
community space. Whoever takes on this
contract must fully involve the community
and we are keeping open lines of
communication to be clear about future uses
of the community room.
Thanks to QPARA the Corrib has been
designated an ‘Asset of Community Value’
(ACV), protecting it as a pub, and it also
has legal protection for its community space.
As an ACV there was a six week period for
community groups to express an interest in
taking the pub lease; this ended without a
valid bid.
As we write, the pub is being marketed
commercially by two agents, and we
understand there has been interest from
three or more pub groups. It is now under
offer from a traditional London/South East
pub chain. While negotiations are taking
place, their identity remains confidential.
We are assured they have been fully briefed
on the planning history and are in no doubt
about their obligations under the legal
notice that sets out the principles of the
community use.
We have told the agents that, as soon as
the lease is signed, the new pub landlord
must be in touch with the QPARA working
party to discuss the needs of the community
and the demands for community space.
Before building work can start the owner’s
agent has to submit a series of detailed
applications to Brent council setting out
how the community use obligations are to
be met.
Our next steps are to develop the plans
for community use when the pub re-opens,
expected to be in 18 months or two years.
It would be helpful if members of QPARA
and the local community could look ahead
and tell the QPARA working party how
they would to want to use and enjoy this
community space from 2020 onwards –
please email judyathopefield@gmail.com.

children. We hope to involve local schools
with the project.
On top of the QPARA donation, we have
been successful in obtaining £4,000
from the neighbourhood Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL). This will enable
us to fund a total of 32 street trees
around our conservation area and Brent
Council’s contractors will start planting
them in October. In addition to the QPARA
donation and CIL money, some residents
are clubbing together to pay for trees on
their streets. Each tree has a one-off cost
of £250; if you would like to discuss
having a tree planted in your road at
the same time as the QPARA street trees
project is being delivered, please email
hussain@khan.cc.

HELP US WITH THE GREENING OF
SALUSBURY ROAD Robert Budwig
Three years ago, a group of us decided to
remove some of the unsightly urban clutter and
bring a touch of nature to Salusbury Rd. There
used to be a row of ugly metal magazine
containers and bins on the pavement outside
Queen’s Park station. Now they’ve gone
and in their place is a row of magnificent
terracotta planters replanted with the seasons
and kept watered year-round. The project
now includes the planters by the Presbyterian
church and the library entrance and we also
look after the ones outside the police station,
provided by QPARA some years ago
Many people think Brent pays for this. But it’s
entirely a QPARA project. The funding comes
from money raised from our regular ‘Open
Gardens & Studios’ event - and we will shortly
put up a sign so that QPARA get the kudos.

But here’s the thing. Keeping the planters
looking beautiful, with displays that change
with the seasons, doesn’t happen by magic.
And this is where we need your help. First,
with daily maintenance. Some people use the
planters, particularly those at the station, as
rubbish bins and litter them with juice cartons,
beer cans, crisp packets and cigarette ends.
You can help keep the planters looking good
by removing any cans, bottles or rubbish you
see and putting them in the nearby bins.
Then there is the regular watering. We are
hoping to install a tap by the station flower
stall, but this is taking some negotiation
with British Rail. Aphrodite and Dino from
Queen’s Park Flowers let us fill buckets with
their water and are always supportive. But we
are looking for more help with watering and
gardening, so please contact me rbudwig@
aol.com or Helen Durnford if you can help
durnfordhelen@hotmail.com.

SAVE THE DATE: QUEEN’S PARK DAY
2018 – SUN 16TH SEPTEMBER

DIARY DATES
QPARA MONTHLY MEETINGS
All welcome, Thurs 12th April, then
second Thursday of every month except
August at the Inter faith Centre, St Anne’s,
Salusbury Road. Do join us! 7.30 pm tea/
coffee, 8pm meeting starts.

BRENT CONNECTS – KILBURN
Brent Council’s Local Consultative Forum,
open to all, Tues 17th April 7– 9pm, Tabot
Centre, 151 Granville Rd, details
www.brent.gov.uk

ALL SING! HARROW ROAD
COMMUNITY CHOIR

Noon – 5.30pm

Queen’s Park Day will be held in the park
on Sunday 16th September from noon
to 5.30 pm. The organising committee is
busy putting together an exciting afternoon
of entertainment and activities for all the
family. Don’t miss it! Stall applications are
open now and close on 17th May.
An application form is on the website
www.qpark.org.uk.

AN OPERA ABOUT QUEEN’S PARK

Mon 7th May, singing at noon at the
Canal Cavalcade in Sheldon Square, part
of the Paddington Basin development.
Sat 7th July, Summer Concert, details
www.allsingchoir.wordpress.com

ST ANNE’S AND ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
20th anniversary of the opening of the
church, Service of Celebration, Sun 20th
May 10.30am, followed by refreshments.

PARKLIFE SINGERS
Singing at Willesden Green Open Gardens
event, Sun 3rd June 3.30pm 208 Walm
Lane. Summer concert, Sat 14th July
Mapesbury Dell, mapesbury-dell.org/
parklifesingers.weebly.com

ARK FRANKLIN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Sat 16th June, Fork to Fork Food Festival,
12pm – 6pm, tickets from
www.eventbrite.co.uk
QUEEN’S PARK OPEN GARDENS
AND STUDIOS
Sun 17th June 1 – 6pm

BRENT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Summer Concert, Sat 23rd June 7.30pm,
St Martin’s Church, Mortimer Rd NW10

PARK ACTIVITIES
Whitsun Bank Holiday Children’s Fair,
Dates to be confirmed, see notices in
park. Regents Brass Band on the
bandstand, Sun 17th June, 3pm – 5pm,
further concerts every Sunday except July
1st until and including 19th August.
Children’s shows by the play area, every
Wed and Fri in August, 3pm – 4pm.

‘SHAKESPEARE IN THE SQUARES’
Performance of ‘As You Like It’, Sat 23rd
June, 7pm in Queen’s Park’s Quiet
Garden. Tickets available mid-May
from Eventbrite,
www.shakespeareinthesquares.co.uk

QUEEN’S PARK BOOK FESTIVAL
Sat 30th June, Sun 1st July, Queen’s Park,
details qpbookfest.com

SALUSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Summer Fair, Sat 30th June 11am – 3pm

QUEEN’S PARK COMMUNITY SCHOOL
Summer Carnival, Sat 7th July 12 – 4pm.

QUEEN’S PARK DAY
Sun 16th September 12 – 5.30pm

Computer Support
&

Web Design

020 8621 0486
www.compulink.london

Judy Lee

Mary Phillips, who runs the Queen’s Park
Junior Singers, is writing an opera telling the
story of how the park came to be created
from fields used for an agricultural show
visited by Queen Victoria. It’s an exciting
and ambitious piece using local children,
local choirs and professional singers and
musicians.
Mary’s proposal is to stage it in June 2019
in a marquee in the park. She needs help
with lighting, costumes, film projection etc
– and is also looking for performers. She
also needs a producer/fundraiser. If you
would like to be involved in any way in this
impressive project, contact Mary
marybph@icloud.com.

ARK FRANKLIN FORK TO FORK FOOD
FESTIVAL Janine Ryan, Headteacher
Preparations are well underway here at
Franklin for our third Fork to Fork Food
Festival. More than forty of London’s
top restaurants will set up in Franklin’s
playground on Saturday 16th June from
12.00-6.00pm. Do join us for a wonderful
afternoon of feasting and fun with all the
family. To buy tickets search online for
‘franklinforktofork’.
Thanks for this event must go to a group
of our talented parents, led by Laura
Harper Hinton and Thomasina Miers.
Money raised goes towards the continuing
development of our outdoor classroom,
which gives all our children the chance to
engage in observation, experimentation and
risk-taking outdoors. The activity encourages
healthy eating habits – we bring what we
grow into the school kitchen – and fosters
childhood resilience and well-being. Our
children report that they find their outdoor
learning, ‘refreshing, stimulating and fun.’

THANK YOU, NEIGHBOURS
St Lawrence’s Larder: Food Bank and
Soup Kitchen were very grateful for
over £1000 donated by neighbours
who listened to the Queen’s Park Carol
Singers in December 2017. Check www.
christchurchbrondesbury.org.uk for news
of their heart-warming volunteer work at
Christchurch, in Christchurch Avenue NW6.
They have been especially busy during
recent winter weather.

Your local kitchen
showroom in Kensal Rise.
We are running a free design surgery for
residents, so please pop in to see us or visit
us at moduskitchens.com
95 Chamberlayne Road, NW10 3ND • 020 8969 8848

ST ANNE’S
BRONDESBURY

Confidently sharing the love of Christ

You are welcome at St Anne’s, your local Church of England
Church, every Sunday at 9.30am for worship with
other local residents.
125 Salusbury Road, London. NW6 6RG 020 7372 6864
www.st-annes-brondesbury.org.uk

true associates ltd
CHARTERED SURVEYORS • ESTATE AGENTS • PROJECT MANAGERS

Property, It’s what we do
True Associates Limited
32 Chamberlayne Road
London
NW10 3JE

T: 020 8960 3663
F: 020 8960 3883
E: info@trueassociates.co.uk
W: www.trueassociates.co.uk

Find us on Facebook
and Twitter

50+ classes a week given by qualified,
skilled teachers, with careful guidance.
Yoga, mindfulness and more.
www.yogaloftlondon.com for our
timetable and further information about
our teaching styles and prices
020 7625 2645

3 Lonsdale Rd NW6 6RA

QPARA MEMBERSHIP

To join, please send your subscription to
the Membership Secretary,
Marika Szalanczi at 92 Chevening Road,
NW6 6DY. qpmembership@gmail.com
Annual £10 (£5 concessions)
Annual standing order £8 (£4 concs)
Life membership £100 (£50 concs)
Cheques to
Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association
Please include your name, address, email
address and phone number.
Standing Orders
Contact Marika Szalanczi for details.
Comments and contributions to:
editorqpnews@gmail.com
Advertising to: adsQPNEWS@gmail.com
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