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QPARA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Thursday 8th November, Inter Faith Centre, St Anne’s and St Andrew’s
Church, Salusbury Road, 7.30 pm refreshments, 8pm meeting begins
Virginia Brand, Chair, Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association

Queen’s Park is a rare oasis of green
space; an urban architectural gem that
should not be taken for granted. The
streets of terraced houses with gardens,
centred on the park, is town planning at its
best. It allows privacy while enabling you
to bump into neighbours informally.
You can’t buy, import or decree this lovely
state of affairs. You have to work at it and
tend it as you would a garden. This is what
Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association
(QPARA) has done since 1973.
QPARA’s action committees work on
issues such as air quality, conservation
area planning, park liaison, trees and
environment, transport, streetscape, contact
with Brent and much more.
As you’ll see from this newsletter, we are
helping to green our neighbourhood with
new street trees and have organised a
series of vibrant community events:
• Queen’s Park Day, attracting a record
nearly 17,000 visitors
• Queen’s Park Open Gardens and
Studios
• The Queen’s Park Book Festival

The Book Festival was largely driven by
people relatively new to Queen’s Park,
which made it particularly important. We
need more of this energetic new generation
getting involved. The more members we
have, the more powerful our voice, the more
we are consulted and the more QPARA can
achieve on your behalf. Please join QPARA
and volunteer to help at our events or join
a committee. Do come to our AGM on
November 8th.

RECORD CROWDS FOR OPEN GARDENS AND STUDIOS

CRIME NUMBERS UP
POLICE NUMBERS DOWN
Janis Denselow

Crime is up in our area. The latest figures
(July 2018) are up 11% on the same
period last year. Yet our Queen’s Park Safer
Neighbourhood Team is now even smaller
than we reported in April. Currently we
are down from four officers to three, one of
these a ‘shared’ sergeant, along with Police
Constable Jess Tregear and Police Community
Support Officer (PCSO) Ali Dogan. We’re
told a new constable will be joining the team
soon. That can’t be soon enough.
This month Brent Police are being absorbed
into a cost-cutting ‘Tri Borough’ arrangement
with Barnet and Harrow. We were told this
‘streamlining’ would make no difference to
what we see, but it already feels like things
have changed. How many police do we see
on the beat? Not many. Are we convinced
that coppers on the beat are not an efficient
way to spend money? Not entirely.
In London in the last seven years more than
3,000 police officers have gone – as well as
more than 3,000 community officers.

John Blandy

Queen’s Park Open Gardens and Studios
goes from strength to strength. Despite taking
place on a rare cloudy day in June, more
visitors than ever came to enjoy the work of
local gardeners, artists and craftspeople.

the paediatric intensive care unit at St
Mary’s Hospital and QPARA projects to
green our neighbourhood by, for example,
planting street trees and buying and
maintaining planters on Salusbury Rd.

Ticket sales raised nearly £3,500 – a
record. The profits are being split between

Thanks are due to the hosts who opened
their gardens and studios. For the gardeners
in particular there’s a lot of hard work
to make sure their gardens are in peak
condition on the day. Thanks, too, to Anna
and Anton Jansz and Glenis Pearson who
have opened their neighbouring gardens in
Chevening Rd for tea and music since the
first Open Gardens in 1998. And thanks,
too, to the generous local businesses that
sponsored the day.

Apparently from 2019-20, the Mayor will
invest an additional £59 million annually
to support an extra 1,000 police officers.
We may have to shout loudly to get our fair
share. Queen’s Park is a now a much busier
place and needs a proper complement of
local, safer-neighbourhood police.
The best way to communicate non-urgent
crime or concerns is to call 101. If you
would like to get in touch with one of the
Ward Officers, call the duty mobile: 07748
258003. Alternatively, Jess’s email address
is: Jessica.treagear@met.pnn.police.uk.
For urgent calls use 999 to contact the
emergency services.

This newsletter is produced and delivered to all households and places of business in the area, free of charge, by the Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association.
QPARA is a non-sectarian, non-political, non-profit making community organisation established to promote a better quality of life in the Queen’s Park area.
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PRESSURE ON LOCAL GP SERVICES
INCREASES Robin Sharp
If you feel GP services in Queen’s Park are
under mounting pressure, that’s because
they are.
For some years the big idea in the NHS
has been to shift care out of expensive
acute hospitals (‘secondary care’) into
GP practices and their networks (‘primary
care’). Unfortunately, patient numbers going
to hospitals have not dropped, but demands
on GP services have risen. The government’s
extra £20bn for the NHS for the five years
starting in 2020 may provide some relief provided some of it is not filched to cover
the current national deficit of over £4bn.
The problem is that the NHS needs not just
money but also skilled people – nurses,
doctors and other medical staff. Plans to
bring the numbers of doctors and nurses
up to the levels needed, especially for
primary care, are well off course. There’s
a particular problem recruiting GPs.
More and more highly-trained medics do
not see the job of being a regular GP as
attractive. They want to focus on one to
one consultations with their patients, rather
than having to cope with the organisational
demands of running a complex GP practice.
This dilemma is only too apparent in our
area.
We all need to be more aware of these
strains and stresses on those who treat us.
Brent Patient Voice is making The Future
of Primary Care the topic of its next public
meeting – provisionally on 15th November
at the Learie Constantine Centre in Dudden
Hill Lane. Speakers will include the new
Chair of Brent Clinical Commissioning
Group and long-time Brent GP, Dr MC Patel.
All are welcome, bpv.org.uk.

THE LEXI’S 10TH BIRTHDAY
Carin Von Drehle

It’s 10 years since the Lexi opened its doors
on Chamberlayne Rd, celebrating great film
with the added bonus of fund-raising for
charity. The cinema has featured regularly
on “Best of…” cinema lists while promoting
a model of how to do business and do
good.
When Sally Wilton fulfilled her dream of
starting an independent cinema she also
fulfilled a pledge to support a charity in
South Africa, the Sustainability Institute.
100% of the Lexi profits go to the SI, which
promotes sustainable living and agriculture
and also provides vital support to vulnerable
children. Through purchasing a ticket, a
glass of wine or a bag of popcorn, Lexi
customers have been supporting these
children from birth, starting from nurturing
care in the crèche and then throughout their
school journey.
The Lexi, run by enthusiastic volunteers, has
a successful offshoot, the Nomad outdoor
cinema – now six years old and a regular
summer visitor to Queen’s Park. Who knows
how the Lexi concept will grow in the next
10 years?

PARK NEWS

Richard Gentry, Park Manager

The Queen’s Park team continue to work
hard to deliver a high quality open space
for the community and wider London. In
2018, the park retained its Green Flag and
Green Heritage Awards. We also achieved
a ‘London in Bloom’ Gold award for the
third year.

Enjoying autumn sun in the park

As reported elsewhere in the Newsletter
the park hosted a series of very successful
community events – not just Queen’s Park
Day, the Book Festival and Shakespeare
in the Squares, but also brass band
performances on the bandstand, children’s
entertainers and Nomad outdoor cinema
screenings. We also hosted our first wedding
– in April – on the bandstand and have a
provisional booking for next summer.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN THE
PARK, DOGS ON LEADS AT
ALL TIMES AND NO CYCLING!
On 8th and 9th December the café is
holding a Christmas Fayre with a brass
ensemble and the opportunity to buy
festive treats and have a glass or two of
something warming. After Christmas we
will offer a place to recycle your tree at
the Kingswood/Chevening Road corner
of the park.
Consultation continues on the
redevelopment of the toilets to make them
accessible from the play area. We plan to
redevelop the sandpit at the same time.
The remodelling of the much-loved
Children’s Farm is making good progress.
Phase two includes the construction of
a wooden shelter and seating area and
raised planters. The City of London has
also invested in the resurfacing of the
tennis courts. You can register to
play and book a court at
www.playtenniscityoflondon.com.

WRITERS TAKE OVER QUEEN’S PARK
Thomas du Plessis

The Queen’s Park Book Festival relaunched
in June with crowds enjoying literary
festivities in the sweltering summer heat.
More than 90 authors took part in 31 events
including children’s and fringe events.
Fiction, history and memoir events were
interspersed with discussions about the
future of the NHS; changes in the Labour
party; Italian cooking; and performing
Shakespeare. Our Queen’s Park Community
Tent brought together young poets, local
authors and artists in a vibrant series of
popular and free events. Some sessions
were filmed and will soon be available on
the festival’s website qpbookfest.com. We
were especially delighted to welcome local
literary stars Zadie Smith and Nick Laird in
conversation with John Mullan.

NEW TREES COMING SOON

Nick Laird and Zadie Smith at the Festival

The enthusiasm and support for the festival
has been overwhelming. It all took place
thanks to the hard work of QPARA, the
festival volunteers, authors, journalists and
many local residents who helped create
an amazing celebration of books and
reading.in our very own park. We’ll be
back next year, so watch this space.

Hussain Kahn

LOVE AND MUSIC, FREEDOM
AND FLARES Susan Fletcher

You will soon see 45 new street trees
around Queen’s Park. Planting should start
in November with a focus on busier roads
to counteract pollution. The planting sites
- decided after consultation with QPARA
members – can be found on our website
www.qpark.org.uk. We have concentrated
on filling gaps where trees have died or
been removed. The trees have been paid
for with a £4,000 donation from QPARA,
matched by our successful application for
Community Infrastructure Levy funds, and
further donations from residents. This kind of
initiative to improve the public realm and to
combat air pollution in our neighbourhood
is a major part of QPARA’s remit.

Judging by the enthusiastic foot-stomping
to ‘Proud Mary’, and the singing along to
‘Big Yellow Taxi’, many audience members
at this year’s Shakespeare in the Squares
production identified with our 1970s vibe.
As You Like It is a crazy tale of love lost
and won, gender fluidity and misplaced
affections. Our joyous, energetic, musical
version was tailor-made for performance
on a balmy summer’s evening that saw the
glorious surroundings of Queen’s Park’s
Quiet Garden transformed into the Forest of
Arden. Heartfelt thanks to Richard Gentry
and his team for their continued support.
And save the date (22nd June 2019) for
next year’s show.

ANOTHER WONDERFUL QUEEN’S PARK DAY
47 chocolate cakes, the Lamb National, perfect weather and record crowds
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NEWS FROM LOCAL SCHOOLS
SALUSBURY SCHOOL
Stephanie Armstrong, Deputy Headteacher

It has been a busy start to the school year.
We welcomed our new parents with a
wonderful picnic in the Greenspace. We
also celebrated International week and Arts
week, and we have launched the ‘Daily
Mile 10 Week Challenge’ for our pupils to
get an extra 15 minutes of physical activity
every morning.
We are grateful for the support from QPARA
for our work to improve the air quality in our
playground by installing a pollution eating
wall of ivy along our perimeter fence.
This November, we will launch our first
‘Keeping Safe’ week with lots of activities
for our pupils. Our amazing Friends of
Salusbury School (FOSS) have a Musical
Bingo event planned for 2nd November,
as well as the annual Christmas Fair on 8th
December. We hope to see you there!

ARK FRANKLIN
Jim de Zoete, Parent Governor

It’s been an exciting time here at Ark
Franklin. Over the summer we have built
a new front entrance onto Chamberlayne
Road and a new library. The front entrance
is both eye-catching and environmentally
friendly, with a sensory garden.
Photos Gabriel Simon and John Morrison

PLANTERS DESTROYED Helen Durnford

FIGHTING AIR POLLUTION S. Choukeir

In early September in the middle of the night
a vehicle crashed into and demolished a
bike stand and two large planters outside the
church next to the library on Salusbury Road.
The nearby tree lost large branches in the
crash too. The planters, provided by QPARA,
will cost around £800 to replace and
unfortunately QPARA are not insured for this
kind of damage. We are trying to contact
the owner of the vehicle and their insurers.
The police have not so far been very helpful.

It’s now confirmed that Queen’s Park will
be part of the Mayor’s Ultra Low Emission
Zone (ULEZ) from 2021. This means that all
non-compliant (heavily polluting) vehicles
will face a hefty charge for each day they
are driven in our area – £12.50 a day for
the most seriously polluting cars. QPARAbacked Clean Air for Brent (CAfB) is hoping
to organise a public meeting about ULEZ
with a speaker from City Hall.

ANNUAL BIRDWALK Robin Sharp
Around 15 bird spotters/walkers/chatters
joined the annual QPARA birdwalk on
2nd June this year. Some 20 species
were seen or heard. The highlight was
the male blackcap singing lustily in the

CAfB has been lobbying for tougher
measures at the local and national level to
tackle our toxic air, including a hard-hitting
response to the government’s consultation
on its Clean Air Strategy. In June we joined
forces with Brent Council to mark National
Clean Air Day by launching a report on
air pollution along Chamberlayne Road
produced for us by students at Imperial
College. On the same day, the council
organised volunteer air quality champions
to visit five local schools speaking to parents
and children about the dangers of cars
idling and air pollution. If you would like
to join us or find out more, including about
future events, visit our website:
cleanairforbrent.wordpress.com.
woodland walk area against a fair amount
of competition. This was a first observation
for our annual wander round. We
congratulated the youngest member of our
group, Sylvia, for spotting and describing
it. By strange co-incidence the blackcap’s
scientific name is Sylvia atricapilla!

The library is on the second floor and has
an innovative design with an immersive
structure. We are continuing to raise funds
to help us fill the shelves with books and
our children’s minds with knowledge and
wonder. Thanks to all who have given
generously already.

AL KHOEI Aliya Azam
On Thursday 15th November during
National Interfaith Week, the Al Khoei
secondary schools, Al Sadiq and Al
Zahra, with London Citizens, are hosting a
conference on ‘Mental Health for Schools’.
Members from Brondesbury Park Interfaith
Group will also be participating and
together we hope to demystify mental
health problems.

REMEMBERING QUEEN’S PARK’S
WWI DEAD Mother Christine
In 2014 we at St Anne’s realised we knew
nothing about the 31 Service men killed in
World War One whose names are listed on
a commemorative plaque in our building.
A small group led by a local journalist,
Steve Crabb, researched the names and the
history of Queen’s Park itself around that
time. Steve has put the results online in a
fascinating website 31lives.com.
The research formed the basis for an
event at the Queen’s Park Book Festival in
summer, and for an exhibition at St Anne’s
from 26th October - 23rd November.
Come along and find out more about the
history of our area and the people who
lived here and died for their country.

DIARY DATES

DONATIONS FROM QPARA
TO LOCAL GROUPS

QPARA MONTHLY MEETINGS

Mike Cantor

All welcome, 8th November – AGM, then 13th
December, 10th January 2019 and second
Thurs of every month except Aug, at the Inter
Faith Centre, St Anne’s, Salusbury Rd. Do join
us! 7.30pm tea/coffee, 8pm meeting starts.

BRENT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Performances at St Martin’s Church,
Mortimer Rd.
Autumn Concert, Sat 3rd November 7.30pm
Christmas Concert, Sat 8th December 6pm
Charity Concert, Sat 30th March 2019, 7.30pm
brentso.org.uk

SALUSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Musical Bingo, Fri 2nd November, evening event
Winter Fair, Sat 8th December 11am – 3pm

ST ANNE’S CHURCH
Schools and Community Act of Remembrance,
Fri 9th November 10.45am, Paddington Old
Cemetery
‘31 Lives’, exhibition about local men who died
in WW1, Fri 26th Oct – Fri 23rd November,
in the Rotunda
Carols by Candlelight with Queen’s Park Singers,
Sun 16th December 4.30pm, in the church

QUEEN’S PARK SINGERS AND
QUEEN’S PARK JUNIOR SINGERS
Mozart Requiem, Sun 18th November 6.30pm,
St Martin’s Church, Mortimer Rd.
Carol singing in the streets around the park,
Thurs 13th December, meet 7.30pm at the park
end of Summerfield Ave. Tues 18th December,
meet 7.30pm outside 7 Kempe Rd, Singing ends
at 9.30pm. Anyone who would like to join us
will be warmly welcomed.
Spring Concert, Sun 24th March 2019,
including Britten, Elgar, Biber Requiem, details
queensparksingers.org.uk

PARKLIFE SINGERS
Christmas Concert, Mon,3rd December 7.30pm,
Christchurch with St Laurence (corner
Christchurch Avenue & Willesden Lane)
parklifesingers.weebly.com
ALL SING! HARROW RD COMMUNITY CHOIR
Winter Concert, Sat 8th December 3.30pm, St
John’s Church, Kensal Green, W10 4AA.
Concert free, refreshments after
allsingchoir.wordpress.com

QUEEN’S PARK
Christmas Fayre, outside the café in the park, Sat
& Sun, 8th and 9th December 11am-5pm. Brass
band, refreshments, festive treats for sale. Lights
will be turned on at 4.15pm on 8th December.
2019 Events being planned, look in the park for
details and on cityoflondon.gov.uk

BRENT CONNECTS – KILBURN
Brent Council local consultative forum, open to
all, Wed 6th February 2019, Tues 26th March
2019, details brent.gov.uk

If QPARA has a surplus at the end of the
financial year in March 2019, this surplus
can be returned to charities/not for profit
organisations operating for the benefit of
the local community. A donation of up to
£1000 can be made.
We will know at the QPARA AGM in
November whether there will be a surplus
and, if so, whether any surplus can be used
to support local groups. If you would like
further information, contact
mikecantor18@yahoo.co.uk.

CHAMBERLAYNE DECISION SOON?
QPARA Transport and Streetscape Group

Brent should make a final decision on the
proposed Chamberlayne Road scheme this
autumn after earlier consultation. Under
this TfL-funded project pavements will be
widened along much of the west side, a
new avenue of trees planted, and parking/
loading will move onto designated bays.
The main roadway will be narrower, but by
shifting parking the idea is to enable buses
and other traffic to flow more smoothly.
Station Terrace in front of the station will be
remodelled too. Urban Flow consultants are
advising on issues arising from consultation.
These include parking, cycling and air
quality concerns because of the volume of
traffic. QPARA continues to highlight this
latter issue across our area.

QUEEN’S PARK STATION TO
GET NEW NEIGHBOURS
QPARA Transport and Streetscape Group

Brent’s major development beside Queen’s
Park station should finally get underway
in early 2019. It will replace the current
untidy array of buildings and spaces and
provide a mix of retail units at street level,
and around 130 flats above. The site is
being cleared progressively and will take
in the island (where Cullen House and the
Falcon pub will be demolished), the station
car park and the road between it and
Cullen House, Premier House, and the land
once occupied by Keniston Press – already
demolished. Construction timescales will be
shown on Brent’s website in due course.

SHAKESPEARE IN THE SQUARES

STRING PLAYERS WANTED

Next year’s Shakespeare performance, Sat 22nd
June 2019, Queen’s Park, details
shakespeareinthesquares.co.uk

Gill Halifax

A CHAT AND A SLICE OF CAKE…
‘Tea and Chat’ is a weekly drop in for those
who might live alone and would like a safe
space for tea, a chat and a slice of cake.
It runs every Friday afternoon from 2.30 to
4pm in the Rotunda at St Anne’s Church,
Salusbury Road. We warmly welcome
newcomers.

Salusbury World Needs mentors and
volunteers to help children from migrant
and refugee families:
• mentors for secondary school children
• volunteers for the after-school club at
Salusbury Primary
For more information please see
salusburyworld.org.uk/volunteer-3-2

The Nonesuch Orchestra rehearses every
Thursday morning at St Anne’s on Salusbury
Rd for two hours starting at 10.15.
Enthusiastic players are always welcome
– Grade 8 standard is recommended.
Our amateur orchestra gives public
performances and plays in primary
schools too. For more details, email
gillhalifax28@gmail.com

ST ANNE’S
BRONDESBURY

Confidently sharing the love of Christ
St Anne’s, your local Church of England Church
SUNDAYS AT 9.30AM
Remembrance Sunday - 11th Nov, 10am
Wreath Making - Saturday 1st Dec, 10am-1pm
Carols by Candlelight - Sunday 16th Dec, 4.30pm
Crib Service - Christmas Eve, 5pm
Midnight Mass - Christmas Eve, 11.30pm
125 Salusbury Road NW6 6RG 020 7372 6864

www.st-annes-brondesbury.org.uk motherchristinenw6@gmail.com

Computer
Support
&
Web Design
020 8621 0486

www.compulink.london

BOXING FITNESS
ACADEMY
Learn basic
skills and
techniques of
boxing for your
ultimate health
and fitness.

The Bandstand
SATURDAYS 10-11.30am
Bendera
ABA Boxing Coach
Tel: 07881 634 126
www.ppacademy.org.uk

QPARA MEMBERSHIP

To join, please send your subscription to
the Membership Secretary,
Marika Szalanczi at 92 Chevening Road,
NW6 6DY. qpmembership@gmail.com
Annual £10 (£5 concessions)
Annual standing order £8 (£4 concs)
Life membership £100 (£50 concs)
Cheques to
Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association
Please include your name, address, email
address and phone number.
Standing Orders
Contact Marika Szalanczi for details.
Comments and contributions to:
editorqpnews@gmail.com
Advertising to: adsQPNEWS@gmail.com
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