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SAVE OUR QUEEN’S PARK NAME!
Virginia Brand, Chair, Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association

As we go to press, the Boundary
Commission is consulting on proposed
changes to Brent wards. We were
concerned to see that the name Queen’s
Park might be lost as a ward name in
the process. The Commission suggests
enlarging the ward and renaming it Kensal
Green East and Kensal Rise.
QPARA has sent a formal letter objecting
strongly to the removal of Queen’s Park
from the ward name. We have also
encouraged our members to write to the
Commission as individuals. Thank you
to everyone who has done so by visiting
consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/14501.
Queen’s Park Ward has existed since
the start of the 20th century when it was
within Willesden borough, pre-dating Brent
Council’s creation in the 1970s. The name
is a fundamental and integral part of this

?
well-known area of north west London.
There is a heritage perspective – it is
Brent’s chosen name for the Queen’s Park
Conservation Area, which is scheduled for
expansion in the 2019 draft Local Plan.

Hussain Khan

I am pleased to tell you that about sixty new
street trees have been planted in our area
and more are on the way.
The sites were selected after consultation
with QPARA’s members and paid for through
a combination of a donation of £4,000 from
QPARA, a match-funded Neighbourhood
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) award
of £4,000 and approximately £3,500 of
additional donations from residents.
The environmental benefits of urban trees
are well known – clean air, shade and a
home for wildlife. Additionally, street trees
are an integral component of the urban
landscape and architecture; they contribute
to the character and sense of place and
frame views and vistas.

Richard Gentry, Park Manager

Our aim was to create a larger, more
attractive, entertaining and usable site
for our visitors, a more integrated and
focused educational message for schools
and community groups, and extra space
for housing animals.
We set out to maximise space and options
by expanding the site’s area, creating a
more attractive entrance and a pathway
layout which would maximise space for
animals whilst ensuring good traffic flow.
We have also provided a Bird Barn by
converting a garage.

The Farm was starting to look tired, so
we set out to create a space that would
offer a quality experience. The intention
of the staff was to encourage visitors to
develop a knowledge of animals in a farm
environment and to inject a sense of fun.

TREES 4U (Branches Everywhere)

The name change would undermine a clear
local identity, the history, tradition and
character of the area. Queen’s Park is the
natural name, with the park at its heart.

QUEEN’S PARK FARM RENOVATED

Queen’s Park Farm was introduced in
1990 and greets approximately 80,000
visitors a year. It provides a wonderful
opportunity for young children, and adults
too, to engage with animals and is a muchloved attraction.
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Although the aviary has gone (the birds have
been rehomed in Roundwood Park), we saw
this as an opportunity to create a covered
interpretation and sheltered seating area.
The work was done entirely by City of
London staff and there is still more do. This
includes the incorporation of an allotment
area and raised beds for wild flowers,
encouraging butterflies and bees.
We hope you and your families will come
to enjoy the redeveloped farm and its
greatly enhanced facilities.

Well maintained trees are vital in making
streets attractive, which helps to enhance
community pride and prevent anti-social
behaviour. The new trees have already made
a noticeable difference to many of our roads.
We still need your help
– if you have a new tree
planted near you, please
monitor it so that it is
upright and also watered during the
summer months. The new street trees
have a green bag around their base.
These are watering bags; they have
minuscule perforations at the base which
allow for a steady trickle into the ground
below. This allows the bag to be filled
quickly and then left to do its job.
Thank you to everyone who supported our
street trees project, including those who
have donated, our street reps and Gary
Rimmer, Trees Officer at Brent Council. I
hope we will be able to run another trees
project very soon.
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SALUSBURY SCHOOL VISITS GAMBIA Stephanie Armstrong, Deputy Head Teacher
experienced the indescribable warmth and
hospitality of the entire village. We were
accommodated in various homes around
the village, which allowed us to share
everyday life in the compounds, most
without mains electricity and with minimal
amounts of water.

Over February half-term, a group of
eleven adults and four school-age children
had the unique opportunity of living and
volunteering in the rural Gambian village
of Mbollet Ba, whose links with our
primary school go back over ten years.
Those of us fortunate enough to participate

Our school-based projects included
sharing ideas of teaching practice,
allocating donations of shoes and
teaching materials, and a nutrition project.
The bush telegraph ensured that we knew
which home was hosting our evening
meal, to which we were often led by
local children. There we ate under the
stars while exchanging ideas with local
teachers and host families and realising
how lucky we were to experience life with
fewer material goods.

PLANNING NEWS Richard Johnson

POLICE UPDATE Janis Denselow

Local Plan. The local plan covers a 20-year
period from 2018 and covers every aspect
of planning and development policies. We
submitted a response to the consultation
in January. The document becomes legally
active from 2020. Our full response is on the
QPARA website.

Our Queen’s Park Safer Neighbourhood
Police Team (QPSNT) is still based in
the tired looking, but reprieved, Kilburn
Police Station on the corner of Salusbury
and Harvist Road. When it comes to the
police, it seems that policy is to constantly
reorganise, move officers around, and
generally unsettle the public they serve.

Two of the issues of particular interest to us
are the Conservation Areas; we pressed for
Lonsdale Road to be included in the Queen’s
Park CA. We would also like the street
frontages of Salusbury and Chamberlayne
Roads and the ‘no-man‘s land’ between our
CA and Kilburn CA to be included.
Our main concern relates to the population
growth projected for Brent. Queen’s
Park and its immediate surroundings are
constrained by the nature of the residential
structure. We are very limited in being able
to offer spaces or venues for development.

But now the good news… our Police
Community Support Officer, Ali Dogan, has
been the one constant, in place for several
years, and PC Jessica Tregear remains on
the team. Jessica and Ali are joined by
PC Dale Channer who has many years’
experience. (Follow them on Twitter
@MPSQueensPark.)

Deborah Unger, Chair, Lonsdale PPG

More than 100 people attended a meeting
arranged by the Lonsdale Medical Centre’s
Patient Participation Group (PPG) on
18th March to learn about how new
NHS policies will affect local practices.
From 1st July, all GP practices are required
to work together in larger groupings called
Primary Care Networks (PCNs) to allow a
greater range of support professionals, and
to make more effective use of GPs’ time.
Lonsdale Medical Centre, the Law Medical
Group, Park House Surgery and Blessing
Medical Centre are joining forces. Together
they serve more than 40,000 patients.
Brent Clinical Commissioning Group Chair,
Dr M C Patel and Sheraz Khan, Managing
Partner at LMG, outlined how they expect
the new system to work. For example, one
practice in a PCN might act as a specialist
hub for conditions like diabetes or asthma,
with patients from the other practices being
offered care there. And patients might see a
GP less often.
Audience questions highlighted concerns
that this might not alleviate GP workloads
and would be difficult to manage. Dr Patel
admitted PCNs are a work in progress.
Full accounts of PPG meetings can be found
on the Lonsdale Medical Centre’s website
lonsdalemedicalcentre.nhs.uk/news.aspx

AL KHOEI Aliya Azam
The Al Khoei Foundation is working
alongside the Brondesbury Interfaith Group
to raise awareness of Mental Health. We are
planning to host a Mental First Aid Course in
the summer.
We shall be hosting the annual Big Iftar
sometime this month and we look forward to
welcoming you. Please do send your interest
to events@alkhoei.org.

We are concerned that the targeted 50%
increase in the number of new homes
will put an unsustainable strain on health
facilities, air quality and schools. Queen’s
Park is not an appropriate area to alleviate
those problems.

CLEAN AIR FOR BRENT Souraya Choukeir
As concern about London’s toxic air mounts,
QPARA-backed Clean Air for Brent (CAfB)
has been campaigning hard for action to
clean up the air we breathe – a recent map
by Friends of the Earth showed that four of
the worst ten sites for nitrogen dioxide in
London are in Brent.

WILL THE DOCTOR SEE YOU NOW?

So many nearby police stations have closed
that suddenly we find that Kilburn Police
Station will remain open, providing space
for officers from Brent, Westminster and
other Metropolitan Police areas.

CAfB’s recent activity includes briefing the
Council’s scrutiny committee on Brent’s Air
Quality Action Plan, and commissioning
MSc students from Imperial College to assess
the impact the extended Ultra Low Emission
Zone (ULEZ) – due to come into force in
2021 – will have on Brent residents.

Apparently, after years of neglect, it is
now being refurbished – but no sign of this
as yet. The front desk – the only interface
with the public – will remain firmly shut.
The nearest police station open to us
is Shepherd’s Bush – open 24hrs, near
Westfield Shopping Centre in Uxbridge
Road.

A speaker from Transport for London
attended QPARA’s January meeting to
explain more about the ULEZ – the slides are
on QPARA’s website. To find out more about
the ULEZ and check if your vehicle will be
affected, search ‘ULEZ Vehicle Checker’.

Our police team can be contacted by email
BrentQueensPark.SNT@met.police.uk or
phone 020 8246 2111/07748 258 003.
Please use these numbers only to share
information or seek advice. For emergencies
or to report crime, please use 999 or 101.

On 29th April the Al Khoei Foundation
collaborated in organising a United Forum
for Peace for faith leaders across London’s
communities. United for Peace is a national
initiative that draws the UK’s diverse
communities together to affirm the values that
unite us. Our values are of respect, love, peace,
compassion, and understanding as opposed
to the narratives of extremists advocating the
ugliness of division, hatred and violence.

FAREWELL FOR FATHER LAURENCE
Babar Mirza, Headteacher,
Islamia Primary School

On 27th March the Islamia Primary School’s
choir opened a special event at the London
Interfaith Centre, Salusbury Road, to
celebrate Father Laurence’s contribution to
the whole community. The children, aged 9
to 11, sang about friendship and unity, two
values that Father Laurence promoted during
his 15 years’ service at the Centre.
Islamia Primary School thanks Father
Laurence for their ongoing partnership and
friendship and wish him a happy and restful
retirement. He will be missed!

PARK NEWS Richard Gentry, Park Manager
The team is working hard ahead of a busy
spring and summer. We have entered the
annual Green Flag and Green Heritage Award
schemes and we will be entering the London
in Bloom scheme. We hope to retain both
awards, which recognise our achievements
in providing a quality open space.
We have a number of events planned in the
park for 2019, including Queen’s Park Day,
the Book Festival, and Shakespeare in the
Squares. Additional events include:
• John Parnham Children’s Fun Fair
• Brass band performances
• Children’s entertainments.
For details see Diary Dates overleaf.
The Park has already taken a booking for a
wedding on the bandstand. The park and
the bandstand make a wonderful backdrop
for such a special occasion. Contact
queens.park@cityoflondon.gov.uk for
further information about weddings and
civil ceremonies on the bandstand.
After the festive period the Park recycled
your Christmas trees. We collected over
1,200 trees, which weighed in at 11 tons!

BIRD NEWS Robin Sharp
This winter has seen the customary, welcome
visitation of redwings to the park during
January and February. Redwings are small
thrushes distinguished by orangey-red
plumage under their wings, only seen in
full as they take off for flight. When the sun
catches a flock on the ground, as it did often
this year, the results are spectacular.
The numbers coming into Queen’s Park
increase as the weather cools. On a couple
of days we had well over 100 birds. But, as
it warmed up, the redwings left to begin their
return to nesting grounds in Scandinavia.
A less numerous, but all year resident is
the tawny owl or, more likely, owls. “Then
nightly sings the staring owl – Too whoo,
too whit, too whoo – a merry note” wrote
Shakespeare in his winter song in Love’s
Labour’s Lost. However you choose to
vocalise the call it is the very same species
we hear today, with male and female
responding to each other.

ALL CHANGE IN QUEEN’S PARK Steve Crabb
Change seems to come to Queen’s Park in
waves, and it seems we are in the middle of
one now. Ostuni has closed down, Jacks and
Caldo have both disappeared, and the Wine
Rack on Salusbury Road has shut its doors
for the last time. But are we witnessing a new
chapter in the character of the area, or is this
just business-as-usual for our corner of NW6?

Up to that point our high streets were mostly
abandoned to convenience stores and popup unregulated mini-cab outfits; popular
wisdom had it that local people did not
want to eat or shop locally, so there was
no point trying. The immediate success of
WWW and the Organic Café started an
avalanche which is still rolling.

At one level, the change isn’t as dramatic as
it seems. Jacks and Caldo have reopened,
with new identities, but the same ownerships.
The closure of Wine Rack (rumoured to be
replaced by a private GP practice) is a sea
change – there was a wine merchants on the
site over a century ago and, although I’m not
sure it has always been in the wine trade, it
has been an off licence for as long as anyone
in the area can remember.

Ironically, today’s vibrancy of the area
could represent the biggest threat to the
health of our high streets; ‘permitted
development’ planning rules mean that
vacant shops and restaurants can be
converted into flats to accommodate more
of the people who want to move to Queen’s
Park… to enjoy our celebrated shops and
restaurants.

We have seen this before. At one point the
area boasted no fewer than three cinemas
and it isn’t long ago that we had a bank
either side of the park. The biggest turning
point in living memory came 20-something
years ago, when Worldly, Wicked and Wise
and the Organic Café (now Hugo’s) opened
in quick succession.

The only reason the Corrib Rest has
escaped this fate is the successful campaign
led by our residents’ association to
designate it as an Asset of Community
Value. That reinforced the planning
restrictions put on the building by Brent
Council back in the 1990s. Other, less
protected properties, could be more
vulnerable.

SAVE THE DATE: QUEEN’S PARK DAY

A MIDSUMMER’S SHAKESPEARE

Sunday 15th September Noon-5.30pm

Sue Fletcher

Helen Durnford

The Queen’s Park Day organising committee
is busy putting together an exciting
afternoon of entertainment and activities
for all the family. Don’t miss it! General
stall applications are now open and close
on 17th May. An application form is on
the website qpark.org.uk. (There are no
vacancies for commercial hot food stalls.)
OUR SPECIAL GUEST

Nicola Robinson

We are delighted to welcome the Lady
Mayoress of the City of London, Lindy Estlin,
as our special guest on Queen’s Park Day.
Lindy is focusing on promoting the City’s
outlying open spaces both to the City and
local residents who enjoy these facilities.
The City owns and manages 4,500 hectares
of these historic open green spaces, which
also include Hampstead Heath, Highgate
Woods and Epping Forest.

QUEEN’S PARK BOOK FESTIVAL

Tatty Hennessy returns to direct A Midsummer
Night’s Dream for Shakespeare in the
Squares in Queen’s Park on Saturday
22nd June. Transplanting the action to
1920s Britain, a country bruised by battle
and economic hardship, she imagines the
enchanted forest as a place of escape. She
promises an evening filled with live music,
romance, broad comedy and magic.
We begin at 7pm sharp in the Quiet
Garden. See Diary Dates for ticket details.

Hugh Pym

After the success of last year’s relaunched
Queen’s Park Book Festival, stand by for the
2019 edition on 29th/30th June.

For the last two years people close to the
park have been hearing the owls after dusk
and we plan to contribute these records to
a national survey conducted by the British
Trust for Ornithology. Tawny Owls are not
rare and are birds of town and country. They
can be ferocious defenders of their young as
experienced by the most famous British bird
photographer of the last century who lost an
eye to one whose nest he was filming.

Photo: James Millar Photography

A stellar cast of authors is lined up for talks
and book signings. Jonathan Coe, author of
‘What a Carve Up!’ and other novels, and
John Lanchester, author of the novel and TV
series ‘Capital’, will discuss their most recent
work under the title ‘Whither England?’.
Booker Prize winning novelist Howard
Jacobson will talk about his new novel ‘Live
a Little’. Linda Grant (Orange Prize winner),
Sadie Jones (Costa Prize winner) and Misha
Glenny (author of ‘McMafia’) are among
other leading writers to appear. Broadcaster
Simon Mayo, well known to teenage and

young adult readers, will join us to discuss
his first adult novel ‘Mad Blood Stirring’.
A strong line-up of local authors is also
promised. Viv Albertine, Jennifer Nadel,
Shyama Perera, Anthony Costello,
Raoul and Francesca Martinez, Marina
Cantecuzino, Juliet Cowan, Alexander
Newley and Jane Haynes will be there,
all with a Queen’s Park connection. There
will be much more to look forward to; the
full programme of authors and children’s
events will be published soon.
Tickets via queensparkbookfestival.co.uk or
Queen’s Park Books. Watch out for news
of @QPBookfest on Twitter, Facebook and
Instagram.

DIARY DATES
QPARA MONTHLY MEETINGS
All welcome. Thurs 9th May, then second Thurs of
every month except Aug at the Inter Faith Centre,
St Anne’s, Salusbury Rd. Do join us! 7.30pm for
tea/coffee, and the meeting starts at 8pm.
ALL SING! HARROW RD COMMUNITY CHOIR
Sat 4th May at noon at the Canalway
Cavalcade in Little Venice, Maida Vale.
allsingchoir.wordpress.com

BIRD WALK
Meet at the park café 9.30am, Sat 11th May

PARK ACTIVITIES
John Parnham Children’s Fun Fair on
24th-28th May and 31st May-2nd Jun.
Brass band performances on the bandstand,
Sun 3pm to 5pm on 16th and 23rd Jun and
every Sun in Jul and Aug until 18th Aug.

BRENT CONNECTS – KILBURN
Brent Council’s Local Consultative Forum, open
to all, Tues 18th Jun and Tues 29th Oct
7pm-9pm. Details brent.gov.uk

SHAKESPEARE IN THE SQUARES
‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ in Queen’s
Park on Sat 22nd Jun at 7pm sharp. Tickets
from Eventbrite shakespeareinthesquares.co.uk

QUEEN’S PARK SINGERS AND
QUEEN’S PARK JUNIOR SINGERS

Concert on Sun 23rd Jun 6.30pm at
Malorees School, NW6 7PB. A celebration
of music from around the world. See
queensparksingers.org.uk for details.

SALUSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Summer Fair, Sat 29th Jun 11am-3pm

QUEEN’S PARK BOOK FESTIVAL

OLDER AND PROUDER
Anna Southwood

Elders Voice, an independent charity
supporting older people in Brent, has
received funding from City Bridge Trust to
deliver ‘Older & Prouder’. This new service,
which begins in June, will offer LGBT+
older people the opportunity to attend
coffee mornings and social evenings, share
experiences and knowledge, and make new
friends. For those less mobile, a telephone
befriending tree will be created offering
weekly, 30 minute conversations.
As a charity that works with older people
from all walks of life, we are delighted to
become even more inclusive.
Elders Voice also provides a number of other
services including: free computer classes,
a Floating Support Handyperson Service,
Zumba Gold Fitness, Chair Yoga, three
Day Centres and two Dementia Cafes. To
find out more about the charity, please call
020 8968 8170 or visit eldersvoice.org.uk.

TEA AND A CHAT? Rev Christine Cargill
Would you like the chance to chat to
someone? St Anne’s offers an open house
each Friday from 2.30pm in the Rotunda.
We provide a safe space, especially for
those who live alone and would enjoy some
regular company.

www.risedesignstudio.co.uk

new builds
+ renovations

BOXING FITNESS
ACADEMY
The Bandstand
SATURDAYS 10 -11.30am

Learn basic
skills and
techniques of
boxing for your
ultimate health
and fitness.

Bendera
ABA Boxing Coach

FIRST SESSION FREE

Tel 07881 634 126
www.ppacademy.org.uk

ST ANNE’S
BRONDESBURY

Confidently sharing the love of Christ
St Anne’s, your local Church of England Church
Every Sunday at 9.30am
My Move Playgroup 10-12 Friday
Tea and Chat 2.30pm Friday
125 Salusbury Road NW6 6RG 020 7372 6864
www.st-annes-brondesbury.org.uk
motherchristinenw6@gmail.com

This is a friendly and welcoming group that
continues to grow and whose members love
to meet new people.

29th and 30th Jun. Details qpbookfest.com

BRENT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Summer Concert Sat 6th Jul at 7.30pm
St Martin’s Church, Mortimer Rd, NW10 5SN
brentso.org.uk

QUEEN’S PARK COMMUNITY SCHOOL
A Musical Summer Festival, Sat 6th Jul
12pm-4pm. For the first time, this will be a
festival of food and music, with many
performing artists. There will be an ‘open
mic’ for anyone wishing to join in.

PARKLIFE SINGERS
Sat 13th Jul at 7pm in Mapesbury Dell,
10/12 Hoveden Rd NW2 3XD
parklifesingers.weebly.com

QUEEN’S PARK DAY
Sun 15th Sep 12-5.30pm.

YOU NEED QPARA. QPARA NEEDS YOU!
Marika Szalanczi

QPARA is a focal point for our community.
It gives you a voice in the decisions that
affect your neighbourhood. At its monthly
meetings you can meet your neighbours,
share your experiences and take part in the
debates that affect you.
QPARA’s volunteers work to protect and
enhance our Conservation Area. Among its
many contributions, QPARA has provided
decorative planting outside Queen’s Park
station and the police station. It works with
Brent Council and others on a multitude of
issues, such as footpath repaving, speed
limits, clean air and planning.

NONESUCH ORCHESTRA Gill Halifax
The Nonesuch Orchestra has met in Queen’s
Park for many years. We are an amateur
string orchestra with a professional conductor
and leader. We rehearse every Thursday in
St Anne’s from 10.15am to 12.15pm.
Our main purpose is educational: we
visit primary schools, usually three times
each term. We have also worked with the
Lauderdale Suzuki group in concerts at
St Anne’s and at Christ Church around the
corner in Willesden Lane. We also give
public concerts. Do look at our website at
nonesuchorchestra.wordpress.com.
We welcome good string players – minimum
standard Grade VIII – who are free on
Thursday mornings.

QPARA is currently 475 strong and
welcomes new members. It is more than
happy for them to become involved in any
of its events and activities. You can see from
this newsletter how active we have been in
so many arenas. Do join us!

Fantastic teachers, beautiful studio, classes
to suit all levels and styles, seven days a week.

3 Lonsdale Road NW6 6RA
and from September 2019

ALSO AT Yogaloft Beethoven Street
Yoga, Pilates, therapies and a café
Find out more at
yogaloftlondon.com

020 7625 2645

QPARA MEMBERSHIP

To join, please send your subscription to the
Membership Secretary,
Marika Szalanczi at 92 Chevening Road,
NW6 6DY. qpmembership@gmail.com
Annual £10 (£5 concessions)
Annual standing order £8 (£4 concs)
Life membership £100 (£50 concs)
Cheques to
Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association
Please include your name, address, email
address and phone number.
Standing Orders
Contact Marika Szalanczi for details.

Comments and contributions to:
editorqpnews@gmail.com
Advertising to: adsQPNEWS@gmail.com
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