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QPARA OPPOSES HS2’s PUBLISHED
PLANS FOR STATION SITE
QPARA Transport Group

HOPSCOTCH SAVED

Helen Durnford

GOOD NEWS! Brent Council has deferred
the decision to sell the Hopscotch building for
residential development.

Before

They have granted Hopscotch, our local
children’s nursery and Drop In, another lease
for three years. The nursery is now hoping to
expand to provide nursery places in a new
Toddler Room catering for children aged
between one and two years. Hopscotch, 215
Chevening Road 0208 969 9792

After

OPEN GARDENS AND STUDIOS
SUNDAY 15th JUNE, 1 – 6pm
Proposed headhouse and transformer (circled), seen from the traffic island by the Falcon – pictures from HS2’s own documents

Since Christmas, QPARA has closely
monitored HS2’s evolving plans to
dramatically change the urban landscape
next to Queen’s Park station. We had known
for some time that HS2 wanted to put up a
large ‘headhouse’ next to the station car park,
above a ventilation shaft over its tunnels.
Then HS2’s documents published last
November showed plans to cover most of
the car park itself with more large industrial
plant (picture above).
QPARA responded formally to these plans
arguing that the installations are completely
inappropriate for this busy and sensitive
location. We met HS2 officials face to face to
make our case and have since learned that
‘scheme re-design’ is being considered. And
as we go to press the decision to scrap the
proposed HS2-HS1 link has been announced.
This may mean the Queen’s Park headhouse
now needs to serve only two, not three, new
tunnels, so further re-design may follow.
But in the meantime the official plans are still
as in the pictures above. HS2 itself describes

the two developments as ‘large scale and
industrial [in] nature’ and admits that the
buildings will be ‘uncharacteristic structures in
the landscape’. We couldn’t agree more!
The proposed ‘headhouse’ - on roughly the
current Keniston Press site - would dominate
its surroundings at 43m long, 19m wide
and 9.5m high. A very large transformer
would also be built on the current car
park to power the HS2 trains, meaning
an enormous chunk of industrial electrical
equipment surrounded by a high security
fence would appear right next to Salusbury
Road. Work would begin in 2018 and go
on in phases for six years.
What happens now? We want to continue
our constructive dialogue with HS2 officials,
but if the plans as published remain in the
Bill now before Parliament, Brent Council
and QPARA will petition the Hybrid Bill
Select Committee against them. We are also
meeting our local MP, Glenda Jackson, and
will update you on developments via the
QPARA website.

John Blandy and Mark Tanner

Once every two years, you have the chance
to enjoy the gardens of some of your Queen’s
Park neighbours – and to see inside the studios
of some of the artists and craftspeople who
work here.
It is a delightful day out, when you can
explore gardens large and small, from spiky
Mediterranean to softer planting, with ponds
and dragonflies and borders with butterflies.
The gardens are complemented by the studios
of local painters, craftspeople, potters and
artisans.
Open between 1- 6pm, it is a rush to get round
and still catch your tea and cake. Tickets are
available from Worldly, Wicked and Wise,
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Queen’s Park Flowers, Scarlet and Violet and
Brondesbury Estates at £6 on the day, £5 if
you buy earlier.
This year we are planning more child-centred
activities, including a photographic
exhibition for under-16s who will have their
work exhibited in the park and in local
shop windows. This is the culmination of
The Queen’s Park Photo Festival which will also
include work from local adult photographers
on the theme Around a Mile – images
taken within one mile of the Queen’s Park
bandstand. There will also be free portrait
sessions of local people as part of the Queen’s
Park Portrait Photography Project. Find out
more at www.queensparkphotofestival.co.uk

SPARROWHAWK ALERT
Robin Aspinall

‘Are there sparrowhawks in London?’ a
local resident enquired. As the picture above
shows, the answer is a categorical ‘Yes.’ Twice
recently we have witnessed a sparrowhawk
attack in our Queen’s Park garden. In May
last year ‘our’ elderly and very tame robin
was bobbing around in the garden when,
out of nowhere, a bird swooped down and
made off with him. We weren’t sure what
the bird was, but those that know said it was
most probably a sparrowhawk. All doubt was
dispelled a few weeks ago. A cacophony of
distress calls erupted from a host of garden
birds and there on the lawn a sparrowhawk
was busily attacking a pigeon it had pinned
to the ground. As I moved closer to take the
photograph above, it first lugged the pigeon
further away, then reluctantly released it. To
my surprise, the pigeon was able to fly off,
followed in hot pursuit by the sparrowhawk.

YOUR MEDICAL RECORDS
Robin Sharp

Along with many other local residents you
may have been left confused by the ongoing
controversy over the plan for GPs – including
ours in Queen’s Park – to put all our medical
records on a central national computer. Things
may change but as we go to print the situation
appears to be as follows.
The plan, known as ‘care.data’ has been in
the works for some time. An explanatory NHS
leaflet was supposed to have been delivered
to all households, but not many people recall
reading it. Implementation of the plan has now
been delayed for some months because of the
row it has caused.
Those in favour say holding all our records

PARK UPDATE –
CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND

Richard Gentry, Queen’s Park Manager

The redevelopment of the park playground
is well under way. In Phase One in 2012
we installed three new pieces of play
equipment. The Cable Runway, Timberwood
Triangle and Pyramid Slide (or Queen’s Park
Shard as it is locally known) have proved
very popular. Phase Two will bring more
improvements.
The old tarmac and two sets of swings are
going. Woodland planting will be added to
the Milman Road edge. And a central island
will be created to house three new pieces
of equipment: a Hexagonal Tyre Swing, a
Cradle Nest Swing and a Rotating Disc.
In order to do this, much of the playground
will be closed to mid-April. But the sand pit
will stay open, with a new entrance created
from the main path. We are also aiming
to reopen the play bark area, at the top of
the play area from the start of April. In May
and June soft landscaping elements will
be completed. A new picnic lawn will be
planted by the paddling pool with fruit trees
and flowering plants.
After that – Phase Three, with more play
equipment. But this depends on us raising
£30,000. We are working with QPARA
and the local community to achieve this any volunteers or donations are welcome.
If you would like to get involved, come
and help complete the woodland planting
on Tuesday 15th April. On Saturday 19th
April there will be an Easter Egg hunt and
more planting. If you would rather help with
fundraising - please get in touch - we’d love
to hear from you. Contact:
lucy.murphy@cityoflondon.gov.uk
There are other ways of getting involved
with the park. Would you like to volunteer
for tree surveys, planting or maintenance
of some of our ornamental beds? If you are
interested in working outdoors and want
to give something back to your community
please get in touch. Contact:
richard.gentry@cityoflondon.gov.uk
centrally will enable valuable research on the
nation’s health to be carried out for everyone’s
benefit. Those against are concerned about
confidentiality, security and the potential misuse
of this very sensitive information.
If you are in favour, then you don’t need to do
anything – your GP will send your records to the
national database. If you are against, then as
far as we know at the moment, you should write
to your GP before August 2014 asking to opt
out. Give your full name and date of birth and
say: ‘I wish to opt out of the care.data project.
Please add codes 9Nu0 and 9Nu4 to my
records and confirm that this has been done.’
If later on you want to opt in, simply tell your GP
you have changed your mind and wish your
data to be included.

SALUSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL OUT
OF SPECIAL MEASURES
Professor Dorothy Griffiths OBE FCGI FRSA,
Chair of the Governing Body

Salusbury Primary School was inspected
again last term and we are delighted
that we were removed from Special
Measures. This means that the school
can no longer be forced to become an
Academy – a great relief to the staff
and the Governing Body. However,
the Governing Body will continue to
monitor the education environment and
may consider voluntary conversion to
an Academy if we consider this the best
option for the school.
Meanwhile, the school continues to
implement its improvement plans. We
now have a two-year plan to take us to
the next OFSTED inspection. Our SATS
results last year were very promising and
we hope to match them this year. The
ethos of the school: its commitment to
inclusion and to its place at the heart of
the Queen’s Park community remains as
strong as ever.

QUEEN’S PARK PLACE Judy Lee
Whilst we don’t yet know exactly what
will happen on the Queen’s Park station
car park site – see front page – the
picture below shows what will happen
across the road. Here, on the site of the
former British Legion building and the
Albert Road Centre will be a development
of apartments, mostly private and
including some penthouses under way
now, scheduled for completion in autumn
2016. The apartments will be built in
three blocks along Albert Road and one
of the blocks will front onto Salusbury
Road with a main entrance and a 5,000
sq ft retail unit at ground level.

Queen’s Park Place looking from Queen’s Park station

The developers (Londonewcastle and
Bouygues) describe the development as
a ‘new way of living’ in Queen’s Park
and our neighbourhood is described as
‘leafy and genteel’. These flats definitely
represent the upmarket side of the South
Kilburn regeneration process. But the
development does provide 28 ‘affordable’
apartments as well as, importantly, giving
Brent the finance to continue with the
creation of further new affordable homes
in the South Kilburn area.

QPARA’s 40th BIRTHDAY

WELCOME TO QUEEN’S PARK?

QPARA is in the middle of its Ruby
celebrations. Over forty years ago, in May
1973, a group of locals met in Montrose
Avenue and so began a short chain of
events that led to a public meeting attended
by 300 residents and the birth of QPARA.

Helen Durnford

Janis Denselow, Chair, QPARA

A new look for the station frontage

We encourage new members to join.
Even if you are unable to volunteer for the
many and various activities, your voice
can be heard and your ideas can make a
difference. Please go to the website to join
or see details at the end of this newsletter.
Forty years on, much of what we do is
surprisingly similar. The park lies at the
heart of all we do and the enthusiasm of
the volunteering residents is as impressive.
Every year QPARA members lead in the
organisational feat that is Queen’s Park
Day – starting now and working tirelessly
towards the September 2014 date. Every
other year, QPARA organises the Open
Gardens & Studios and recently we have
held two Book Festivals. As always, success
relies upon a continuous supply of willing
and enthusiastic volunteers.
QPARA petitions for station lifts, engages
with HS2, liaises with Councillors, consults
over planning issues, gets trees planted and
much, MUCH more. The improvement to
our station entrance is our latest focus. But
quite possibly one of our biggest challenges
continues to be that of traffic and all the
problems of parking and congestion.
If you are not already a member, please do
join; see back page.

GOOD NEWS AT TIVERTON GREEN
Judy Lee

More improvements are under way at
Tiverton Green on The Avenue. The derelict
tennis courts - a neighbourhood eyesore
for many years - will become a cycle path
where youngsters can learn to ride, and
there will also be a multi-use games area
and a space for play equipment. This
should all be finished by late summer.
Given Tiverton’s open green spaces and its
already-improved areas for children’s play
and adult gym equipment, the Green is
turning into a competitor for Queen’s Park!

Mike Cantor

Did you know that your nearest high
street bank is in Salusbury Road?
Handelsbanken – Swedish-owned –
opened their Queen’s Park branch in
July 2013, next to the Islamia School.
It’s a bit different from other banks.
There are no cash points or cashiers.
But it does offer current accounts, online
banking, and credit and debit cards.
The cards can be used at other banks’
ATMs, although some may make a
charge.

The first issue to engage QPARA was a plan
by Brent and the Greater London Council to
declare the Queen’s Park area a “General
Improvement Area” without any input from
the people who lived there. QPARA has
continued to meet, plan, discuss, organise,
challenge, influence, support and get
involved…ever since.
QPARA is a fully constituted and well
organised association of volunteers.
Passionate about Queen’s Park, we actively
campaign for improvements that will make
it an even more exciting place to live, work,
play and bring up a family.

QUEEN’S PARK’S HIDDEN BANK

For some time now the pavement area
outside Queen’s Park station has been
a complete eyesore - rusting magazine
containers, unsightly recycling bins,
broken street bins and a railing with
peeling paint (see above).
The Residents’ Association are working
with Brent to declutter this area and
improve the street scene by installing some
long metal planters filled with carefully
chosen plants. They will be looked after
by members of the Association. We have
grant money to help with the costs and
we’ll also use money raised at the last
Open Gardens and Studios Day. We
are also researching the possibility of
installing two general waste bins with
integrated cigarette butt holders.
So far we have managed to get the
rusting magazine containers removed and
have agreement from Brent that the two
remaining recycling bins will be resited
against the bridge wall. We hope our
new planters will be as well received
as the large pots with olive trees along
Salusbury Road which we bought some
years ago.
More Salusbury Road Improvements
The Salusbury Road footpaths on both
sides are to be repaved from Harvist Road
to Windermere Avenue during the next
twelve months. QPARA are offering to pay
for some new trees to replace those that
have been lost. We are also reviewing
with council officers the number of
damaged railings along the whole length
of Salusbury Road in the hope of having
some at least removed. We are working
to coordinate the new tree planting and
possible barrier removal with the
repaving work.

WIT AND WISDOM
Some cause happiness wherever
they go; others whenever they go.
Oscar Wilde

Handelsbanken’s strong point is its
commitment to the financial needs of
individuals and businesses in the locality.
Each branch operates independently,
decisions are made locally, and each
customer has a personal account
manager. Even interest rates on deposits
are individually negotiated.
One welcome sign of the commitment
to the Queen’s Park area is that the
Individual Banking Manager, Paul
Martin, has attended monthly Resident’s
Association meetings.

QUEEN’S PARK 20 MPH ZONE
Robin Sharp

You may have noticed the new speed
humps appearing in the roads around
Queen’s Park. These ‘traffic calming
measures’ are part of our 20mph zone,
designed to reduce accidents.
The most noticeable features are the
‘cushions’ in some of the avenues on
the eastern side of the park, and the
‘sinusoidal’ humps in Chevening Road
and elsewhere. Sinusoidal humps are
much less abrupt than normal speed
humps and should cause less discomfort
to drivers and cyclists, and reduce noise
too. The works should be finished by
the end of March. We’ll aim to keep a
check on what works, and collect before
and after accident statistics to assess if
there is an observable effect.

SAVE THE DATE:
QUEEN’S PARK DAY 2014

SUNDAY 14TH SEPT, 12 NOON – 5.30PM
Helen Durnford

Queen’s Park Day will be held in the park
on Sunday 14th September. The organising
committee are busy putting together an
exciting afternoon of entertainment and
activities for all the family.
If you are interested in taking a stall at Queen’s
Park Day the application form will be on the
website from 1st April and the closing date for
applications is 17th May. qpark.org.uk

DIARY DATES
QPARA Monthly Meetings
All welcome, second Thursday of every
month except August, at St Anne’s,
Salusbury Road. Do join us! 7.30 pm tea/
coffee, 8pm meeting starts.
10th April, 8th May, 12th June, 10th July

PARKING PERMIT REMINDERS
Some residents may not have received a
reminder about the need to renew their
parking permits. This was due to a glitch in
the handover from the old parking contractor,
which should by now be solved. If you have
received a ticket because of this, contact
Parking.Rep@Brent.gov.uk or
020 8937 5287 and it will be cancelled, or
the fine refunded if you have already paid it.

DOCTORS’ HUB Robin Sharp
There is a new scheme to help patients in
our area get a GP appointment. At the time
of writing, patients who need and cannot
get an appointment with their GP within 48
hours are offered one at one of the two HUB
locations in our area: Mon-Wed 3-9pm:
Kilburn Park Medical Centre in Cambridge
Gardens, Thurs-Fri 3-9pm & Sats 9am-9pm:
Staverton Surgery in Staverton Road.
These appointments must be booked via your
own GP; they are not a walk-in service.

Park Activities
Tuesday 15th April, Woodland Planting
Saturday 19th April, Easter Egg Hunt
QPARA Annual Bird Walk
with Robin Sharp
Saturday 24th May 9.30 am. Approx 90
mins (no need to stay for full 90 mins).
Meet Robin by the café in the park.
Any children should be over eight and
accompanied by parent or known adult.
We go on to Paddington Old Cemetery.
Please let us know if you plan to come.
robisharp@googlemail.com
0208 969 0381
juditharose@yahoo.co.uk
0208 969 0810
Queen’s Park Open Gardens & Studios
Sunday 15th June 1 – 6pm
Salusbury Primary School
Summer Fair
Saturday 21st June 11am – 3pm
Queen’s Park Community School
Summer Carnival
Saturday 12th July 12 noon – 4pm
Queen’s Park Day
Sunday 14th September 12 noon – 5.30pm
All Sing! Harrow Road Community Choir
Sunday 4th May 3pm, singing in music
tent at Canalway Cavalcade, Little Venice:
http://allsingchoir.wordpress.com
Queen’s Park Singers and
Queen’s Park Junior Singers
Summer Concert Sunday 8th June 6.30pm,
Church of St Anne and St Andrew,
125 Salusbury Road
http://queensparksingers.org.uk
Summer Proms concerts in aid of
St Luke’s - Brent’s only hospice
Saturday 5th July, Sunday 6th July, Sunday
12th July in the Speech Room at Harrow
School. Details Tim Todhunter at St Luke’s:
020 8382 8023
ttodhunter@stlukes-hospice.org

We assess overall vision, screen for
conditions such as cataracts, glaucoma,
diabetes and dry eyes and offer NHS
sight tests with our excellent optometrist.
We look forward to welcoming you.
Sid Fiz
46 Salusbury Road, NW6 6NN
020 7625 6694
sid@sidfizoptique.com
www.sidfizoptique.com

We are open for business at
COME TO ITALY WITH YOGALOFT!
21 – 28 JUNE 2014
A luxurious week of Iyengar yoga, rest,
relaxation, delicious food and sunshine.
For details please visit our website
www.yogaloftlondon.com
or contact Yogaloft 020 7625 2645
info@yogaloftlondon.com
3 Lonsdale Road NW6 6RA

The Studio,
131c Salusbury Road,
London, NW6 6RG

Telephone
020 7372 9841

Email
queenspark@handelsbanken.co.uk
www.handelsbanken.co.uk/queenspark

true associates
CHARTERED SURVEYERS | ESTATE AGENTS | PROPERTY MANAGERS

True Associates, est. 1992,
are local property experts offering
Architectural, Building Surveying,
Residential Sales and Project
Management services.
For further information, please
visit our website or call us.
We’ll be happy to help.
www.trueassociates.co.uk

020 8960 3663

info@trueassociates.co.uk
Property – It’s what we do!

FROM THE EDITOR Judy Lee
We hope you have enjoyed reading this
newsletter. I’ve taken over as editor from
Eliana Tomkins who did such a good job
over the last few years and Eliana remains
on the newsletter team. We welcome your
comments, articles, news tips and feedback.
Deadline for the next issue is
14th September: editorqpnews@gmail.com

Registered Office: Svenska Handelsbanken AB (publ), 3 Thomas
More Square, London, E1W 1WY. VAT Registration No. GB524 9824
25. Registered in England and Wales No. BR 000589. Incorporated
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Conduct Authority and Prudential Regulation Authority. Details about the
extent of our authorisation and regulation by the Prudential Regulation
Authority, and regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority are available
from us on request.

QPARA - MEMBERSHIP
To join, please send your subscription to
the Membership Secretary,
Mark Norbury, at 22 Windermere
Avenue, NW6 6LN
Annual - £10 (£5 concessions)
Annual standing order - £8 (£4 concs)
Life membership - £100 (£50 concs)
Cheques to
Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association
Please include your name, address, email
address and phone number.
Standing Orders
please contact Mark Norbury for details.
Comments and contributions to:
editorqpnews@gmail.com
Advertising to: adsQPNEWS@gmail.com
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