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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Thursday 14th November 2013 at the Interfaith Centre, St Anne’s, Salusbury Road
Alert! New QPARA Officers are required.
Please come forward to join forces with
members of the community who wish to help
keep Queen’s Park inclusive and its residents
informed and active on local issues.
Membership Forms are available from
7.30pm, before the meeting begins.
All QPARA members are invited to this
meeting which starts with refreshments at
7.30pm followed by business at 8pm.
This is a significant event, reviewing the
busy year just gone and planning ahead.
QPARA officers are all volunteers who
contribute their time and expertise to help
make Queen’s Park such a wonderful place
to live. This is election time. Our current
Chair, Richard Brindley, has resigned so a
new Chair will be elected. After two very
busy years, we would like to publicly thank
Richard, who reflects on his time….
“Being the Chair of QPARA has been a
great privilege and a hugely rewarding one.
I have gained so much from the friendships
formed with neighbours, members and
local stakeholders committed to making

BRENT’S NEW CIVIC CENTRE

Queen’s Park an even greater place to live.
Together we have spurred each other on
to produce some amazing results: Queen’s
Park Days; Book Festivals; Open Gardens
& Studios; new equipment for the children’s
playground; more street trees; improvements
in planning, transport, parking and
environmental quality ….. and also this
newsletter!
It is a cliché, but true, that it is primarily the
people, not the buildings and facilities, that
make a great local community and quality
place to live in. That is what QPARA is
all about.
I have very much enjoyed my two years
as QPARA Chair and made many new
friends. Regretfully, I knew when I took on
this role that I could only do it for two years.
So I would like to encourage you to think
about putting yourself forward for election
as the next QPARA Chair at this AGM. If
you would like to find out more about this
fulfilling role, please do contact either myself
or Janis Denselow (QPARA Secretary) via
the website” www.qpark.org.uk

Judy Lee

The new Civic Centre in Engineers Way,
Wembley HA9 replaces the former 1930s
town hall on Forty Lane and a number of
other council office buildings. It has just
opened officially in an impressive location,
next to Wembley Stadium.
I found the building as impressive as its
location. The huge light atrium entrance feels
welcoming. There are friendly receptionists
and the famous virtual receptionist, Shanice!
As well as council offices, there’s a library
with a small café, a restaurant, a bar and
spaces - including a garden - for wedding
and citizenship ceremonies.

There’s also The Drum. This circular space
houses the Grand Hall, where Brent’s
tea dances are already well established
and above it the council chamber, both
with surrounding rooms and terraces with
views of the stadium. These spaces are all
available for hire. Well worth a visit.

THE QP CHILDREN’S FARM
Richard Gentry, Park Manager

The children’s farm will soon be introducing
some new residents. We have recently built a
new enclosure with help from the Hampstead
Heath maintenance technician. If you were
wondering why we have created such a
large enclosure, it is to be a new home
for giant rabbits.
We consulted with our visiting vet who
advised us to create an enclosure which
gave good viewing and safety for its
inhabitants and create a fox proof enclosure,
allowing the rabbits access to open space
24 hours a day. We will be lifting the
existing turf in the enclosure to lay wire
beneath the ground which will prevent the
rabbits from digging their way out. New turf
will be laid after which our new residents will
be able to move in.
Giant rabbits tend to be more docile than
other rabbits, and can be found lolling
about enjoying the sunshine. Please take the
opportunity to come and visit our new giant
rabbit enclosure and its occupants.

SALUSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Professor Dorothy Griffiths OBE FGCI FRSA
Chair of the Governing Body

Salusbury continues to make good progress
out of Special Measures. The school
achieved some very good SATS results in the
last academic year. Year 6 performed Guys
and Dolls as their farewell gesture for the
School, the school took a successful trip to
Joss Sands in July; Sports Day, in Willesden
Stadium enabled the children to experience
a real running track and sports environment.
The Governing Body are delighted Mrs
Linda Kiernan, who has been the Consultant
Teacher, started in September as the
permanent Head Teacher. She is considered
to be an outstanding candidate for
the headship.
The unresolved question remains that of
Academy status. Things did not work out as
we had hoped with our original sponsor so
...continued overleaf 
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we remain a Local Authority School for the
moment. The Governing Body is looking at
alternative sponsors and trying to decide the
best way forward for the School.
Our new website is updated weekly:
www.salusburyfriends.org

SALUSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL’S
CHRISTMAS FAIR and MARKET
SAVE THE DATE!
11am - 3pm, Saturday 7th December
Santa and his Elves will be joining us
again in their beautiful Winter Grotto.
Come along for our BBQ, homemade
cakes, crafts (to include face painting and
wand dipping), a vintage fashion boutique
and a new book/DVD/CD stall.
Do also visit our Christmas Market in The
Salusbury Rooms with handmade and
original present ideas. Pop in and get your
Christmas shopping all wrapped up!
Organised by Friends of Salusbury School,
a registered charity which raises funds
to provide activities and equipment for
children at Salusbury Primary School.
If you’re interested in taking a stall at
the Christmas Market, please email
friendsofsalusbury@gmail.com

BASEMENT CONSTRUCTION
Judy Lee

Brent Council has responded to residents’
concerns about the construction of new
basements. Refusing permission for a
basement does not appear to be an option,
but much more detailed information is
to be required as part of the planning
application. This includes a detailed site
survey, construction statement and build
methodology. There will be a trial period
before the guidance is formally introduced
as a local validation requirement. In the
meantime applicants for basements will
be advised of the benefit of submitting the
additional information. More details about
the required information can be found at
http://democracy.brent.gov.uk/documents

FOOD BANKS IN QUEENS PARK
Janis Denselow

Even before the impact of April’s welfare
reforms are felt, there has been a
dramatic rise in the number of people
using food banks. Close to three times as
many people have been helped by the
Trussell Trust food banks during the last
twelve months than in 2011-12.
You may have visited Brent’s Food Bank
stall on Queen’s Park Day. You can visit
their website to find out how it operates in
Brent and how to donate food and other
non-perishable items. The main distribution
centre is at Christ Church, corner of
Christchurch Avenue/Willesden Lane,
NW6 7YN.
http://brent.foodbank.org.uk

A NEW ERA FOR KENSAL
RISE PRIMARY

Jonah Grunsell, Chair of Governors

There has been a great deal of progress in
the rebirth of Kensal Rise Primary School.
The school has re-opened as ARK Franklin
Primary Academy, commemorating the
inspiring, locally born scientist Rosalind
Franklin. We have appointed an excellent
head teacher, Bethan Thomas, with fifteen
years’ primary experience. In her last
school, where 90% of children spoke
English as an additional language, Ms
Thomas raised standards and accelerated
pupil progress and attainment by ensuring
that all teaching was of a high standard.
She built strong links with parents, families
and the community, all of equally high
priority to us at ARK Franklin.
We at the school are excited about our
new beginning and have already begun
the transformation. Staff had a full ARK
induction in early September, working
with ARK’s specialists on literacy and
English teaching, mathematics mastery,
behaviour support and classroom
techniques. Children have a smart new
uniform and much of the building has
been repaired and improved inside and
out. In August, seventeen volunteers and
local artists created vivid, original artwork
to brighten the reception playground,
colour-coding the space into learning
zones, decorated with wonderful murals
based on the children’s designs.
www.arkfranklinprimary.org
0208 969 3846

POLICE STATION CLOSING
Janis Denselow

EXTRA
SPACE

Inspector Neil Kentish came along to
our March QPARA meeting to discuss
the Local Policing Model; a series of
changes to the way in which London will
be policed. Savings were also planned
by reducing Kilburn Police Station hours

from 24 hours a day to 40 hours a week.
Just days following his announcements,
we were surprised to hear the Mayor of
London had other ideas – to close Kilburn
Police Station altogether.
QPARA now understands that the current
building will close when alternative,
smaller, less expensive accommodation
is found to house three local Safer
Neighbourhood Teams – SNTs. This
alternative building will have a front
public desk but no other police teams or
custody suites. Its opening hours will be
restricted to 40 a week.
QPARA has registered its concerns. The
nearest 24/7 police station with custody
suites will be in Wembley and Wembley
Police Station will not be increasing the
number of cells to reflect those being lost
in the south of the borough. Residents
were alarmed by loss of a visible police
presence in the south. Questions have
been raised about the amount of time
police could be spending too-ing and
fro-ing to Wembley. We wonder what
risk assessment has taken place when the
closure was mooted.
The public are increasingly expected
to rely on generic telephone reporting
systems like the 101 service, staffed
remotely by people in Hendon who are
often without the local knowledge to draw
upon when formulating a response. The
importance of a visible, physical police
presence, in the form of police on the beat
and high profile police stations may be
underappreciated.

and … LONDON UNDERGROUND NEWS
The Mayor reportedly has plans to close
all of the London Underground and
Overground ticket offices. Queen’s Park
may lose both its 24/7 police presence
and its ticket office at a time when the
numbers of visitors to the area are on the
increase and South Kilburn Regeneration
Programme plans will see a significant
increase in the local population.

QUEEN’S PARK 20MPH ZONE
At a recent QPARA meeting, there was
strong support from residents for the
introduction of a 20mph zone in the
area, which will now be going ahead.

QUEEN’S PARK DAY 2013

THE EVER CHANGING FACE OF
QUEEN’S PARK

Andrea Szalanski & Elaine Henderson

The damp day did not deter large numbers
of visitors to Queen’s Park Day. Thank you
to everyone who turned up determined to
have fun, to try something new, to listen to
the bands, to watch the varied acts on the
community stage or to support the stalls.

Mike Cantor

“I’ve never seen such well looked-after donkeys”.

“We’ve been cutting up apples in the rain
for juicing with Transition Kensal to Kilburn”

It is not only the level of the house prices
or the increasing number of enormous
cars parked in the streets or the Farmers’
Market that has led some estate agents to
designate Queen’s Park as ‘west Notting
Hill’. It is also because of the growing
number of up-market enterprises, mainly
restaurants, moving into the locality.
Recent additions to the longer established
gastro pubs, eateries and coffee bars on
both sides of the Park include:
Salusbury Road area … Caldo is a tapas
bar supplying cocktails and cask beers,
which has replaced Penks, still under the
same ownership.

“The high-wires are fantastic... can I have another go, Dad?”

Zamcog stall: “in spite of the weather, it
was a sell out success. We took in £859
which is going to Shitima School in Zambia,
a school for street kids and orphans with
boarding facilities”

“Get Cycling is one of the best things – we always go there first”.

None of this could have happened without
the dedicated Queen’s Park Day team led
by Helen and Andrea, or all the QPARA
volunteers who put up tents and barriers on
Saturday (and took them all down again)
or the support of the City of London, and in
particular Richard Gentry and the Queen’s
Park staff and our Safer Neighbourhood
Team. Thanks to them and to our sponsors,
stallholders, acts and community groups
who joined us to put on a wonderful day.

Some Community Stage dancers

“We need to practise for the Ladies’ Tug
of War – we ‘re going to beat Kensal next
year!”
“One of the hawks got the wind up her tail
which put her a bit off balance, but apart
from that the display went well”

LONSDALE MEDICAL CENTRE
CHANGES

Edible Monster competition

BRENT INTERFAITH PILGRIMAGE 2013
Jo Winsloe

Sunday 10th November, 2.30-5pm

We are still working on improving our
appointment system and in time hope to
enable online appointment booking.

Join us for a walk and a sharing of faith,
tradition and personal reflections.Worshipers
at Al-Khoei Mosque, Shree Swaminaryan
Temple and St Anne’s & St Andrew’s will be
opening their doors and warmly welcoming
visitors. All three communities have been
exploring the story of how their community
and place of worship came into being and
a small exhibition of images and words
will be on display at each location, all are
welcome so:
• bring your friends and neighbours;
• enjoy refreshments along the way;
• walking distance is 1 - 2.5 miles.

Hopefully we will shortly go live with EPS
(electronic prescription service) so patients
can choose to have their prescriptions sent
electronically to the pharmacies. We will
update our website once we know
the details.
By the time you read this, we hope to
have started ECG testing and 24 hour
blood pressure testing so will not be
referring to hospitals for these tests unless
an issue arises with the result.
n.driessens@nhs.net
0207 328 8331

Another newcomer is Sid Fiz, an Optique
(an optician by any other name), owned
by a husband and wife team who offer to
provide a more thorough eye examination
for its customers than would be the case
in high street opticians. It also provides
a selection of designer frames for the
discerning.
Kensal Rise area … Comptoir Mezze
provides an extensive range of Moroccan
and Lebanese food.

Nicholas Driessens, Practice Service Manager

The IT system currently allows patients’
online requests for repeat prescriptions
and the updating of their details. They will
need a registration sheet from the Centre
to log on via the Centre’s website or via
the “Patient Access” app.

Just round the corner in Lonsdale Road
is a brand new large, airy restaurant,
Ostuni, which provides food from the
Puglia area of Italy. It is owned by the
people who brought to Queen’s Park the
Salusbury gastro pub, the Food Store
and the Salusbury Wine bar. It also sells
cheeses, salami and preserves from the
same area.

The date of this year’s pilgrimage coincides
with Muharram, Islamic calendar and
Diwali, Hindu calendar. We are honoured
that members of both communities will be
sharing the significance of these occasions
with pilgrim visitors.
07725 954 005 or
jo.winsloe@stethelburgas.org
http://storiesoffaithheritage.blogspot.co.uk

The Shop is a cocktail bar serving
Mexican food and from which you can
buy anything in it including the tables,
chairs and pictures off the wall.
Audrey’s in Station Terrace sells bespoke
cakes and a variety of non-alcoholic
drinks and, having two private dining
rooms, will soon also provide food.
Perhaps the most eye catching addition
on this side of the Park is a new French
restaurant, Madam Gautier, which boasts
a bar, garden and deli counter and serves
seasonal, farm-fresh produce.
Truly, Queen’s Park has become a
foodie’s delight.

QP STATION LIFT CAMPAIGN
Janis Denselow

QPARA has made a strong case to TFL
for the installation of lifts at Queen’s Park
Station. There was a petition available
to sign on Queen’s Park Day but if you
missed this, you can still sign the on-line
version of the petition by visiting
http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/
transport-for-london-provide-lifts-atqueens-park-station

VISITOR PARKING
Janis Denselow

true associates
GREAT NEW PRIMARY NOW OPEN

CHARTERED SURVEYERS | ESTATE AGENTS | PROPERTY MANAGERS

ARK Franklin Primary Academy is a brand new
primary school on Harvist Road and part of
the top-performing ARK Schools network.
We have fully-funded, full-time nursery places
available. From 9am until 3:30pm, we run
Foundation classes, helping children to
develop essential skills such as listening,
speaking, concentrating and working
together. We also give plenty of time to
structured play to ensure your child moves
confidently into reception class and beyond.

True Associates, est. 1992,
are local property experts offering
Architectural, Building Surveying,
Residential Sales and Project
Management services.

To find out more about our nursery or
primary places for 2014, call 0208 969 3846
or visit arkfranklinprimary.org

www.trueassociates.co.uk

For further information, please
visit our website or call us.
We’ll be happy to help.

020 8960 3663

info@trueassociates.co.uk
Property – It’s what we do!

KENSAL RISE
& QUEEN’S
PARK HAVE
GONE
GREENE.
Thank you for the warm welcome.

If you are curious to find out what
your property is worth with Greene
& Co. call 020 8964 9999 or email
kensalrise@greene.co.uk

Brent Council is changing how we plan
and pay for our parking.
For visitors, this means the end to the scratch
cards (only valid until 31 October 2013)
and the introduction of electronic visitor
passes. Residents need to create a parking
account online or over the phone and then
buy ‘visitor credit’ to a minimum of £10
each time. Visitor parking will cost £1.50
for the day (50p more expensive, but much
cheaper than neighbouring boroughs). You
can pay ahead if you know the vehicle
registration and the date of the visit.
However, if you don’t know the registration
number in advance, you can pay when
they arrive. Either way, you pay by drawing
funds down from your parking account
either by phone (local land line 020 8937
4972; 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday) or
online (www.brent.gov.uk/parking/) or by
text message (but not for booking parking
in advance).
For those of us left with unused scratchcards, the council will soon announce details
of how these can be exchanged for visitorparking credit, on a like-for-like basis.

YOGA CLASSES
7 DAYS A WEEK
FOR ALL LEVELS

plus total beginners’ courses,
workshops and resident osteopath at
Queen’s Park’s specialist yoga centre
3 Lonsdale Road NW6 6RA
www.yogaloftlondon.com
info@ yogaloftlondon.com
020 7625 2645

WIT AND WISDOM
Edward Abbey, American writer

and environmentalist.

“An empty man is full of himself.”

QPARA - MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Kensal Rise Office

72 Chamberlayne Road
London NW10 3JJ

SALES | LETTINGS | NEW HOMES

Please send your subscription or standing order mandate to the
Membership Secretary, Mark Norbury, 22 Windermere Avenue, NW6 6LN
SUBSCRIPTION
Annual membership
Annual standing order
Life membership

£10
£8
£100

(£5 senior citizens or unwaged)
(£4 senior citizens or unwaged)
(£50 senior citizens or unwaged)

Cheques are payable to Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association.
Name..............................................................................................................
Address........................................................................

Postcode...................

Email.......................................................... Phone..........................................
Minutes of monthly meetings will be sent by email unless otherwise requested.
BANK STANDING ORDER INSTRUCTIONS:
To the Manager at...................................................................................... Bank
Name of my account:........................................................................................

DIARY DATES
QPARA Monthly Meetings
All are welcome. Second Thursday of
the month at St Anne’s, Salusbury Rd.
7.30pm refreshments 8pm start

14th November – AGM

9th January 2014
13th February and
Second Thursdays thereafter
except August.

Address of Bank:..............................................................................................
Sort code:................................................... Account number............................
From receipt of this instruction and on 1st October each year until further notice,
please pay £........... to HSBC Bank plc, Willesden Green Branch, Willesden,
London NW10 2TA, Sort Code 40-07-27 for the credit of Queen’s Park Area
Residents’ Association, A/c no. 81242350.
Signed................................................................

Date...................................................

Comments, advertising and contributions to:
EditorQPNews@gmail.com Looking forward to hearing from you!
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