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YOUR RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
QPARA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Thursday 12th November, Inter Faith Centre, St Anne’s and St Andrew’s Church,
Salusbury Road, 7.30pm refreshments, 8pm meeting begins.
By Janis Denselow, Chair, Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association

In our last Newsletter we invited comments on
the future of Queen’s Park – not only “what you
would like it to look like” but how we residents
can influence development in the area. Thank
you to everyone who emailed us. Here are
some of your thoughts:
• ‘Certain things can and should be influenced
through community pressure: the conversion
of retail space into residential, the conversion
of pubs into retail space, the encroachment
of developments on public open space.’
• ‘Brent could give priority to planning
applications that are from independent
businesses/SMALL developers.’
• ‘Keep it simple/local/low-carbon
wherever possible.’

keep encouraging Arts and small
retail enterprises.’
• ‘Foodie Heaven – high quality, reasonably
priced small restaurants.’
• ‘No basement development until/unless it
proves to be environmentally sound.’
Such views resonate with QPARA’s role and
its mission. The trickier issue we are faced
with is how to achieve this kind of sympathetic
development, particularly in a climate of
deregulation.
Please continue to keep the discussion alive
and vigorous. Come to our AGM – if you
are not already a QPARA member, you can
join then.

• [We need a] ’strong relationship with Brent
Council and the political constituency –
engaging residents in political action, major
and minor.’
• ‘The park to remain the focal point of the
neighbourhood with ways of connecting
residential and commercial areas with it.’
• ‘Hesitant about major commercial ventures
– offices as well as retailers –

IMPROVING OUR STREETS
AND STATIONS By Peter Hay
The QPARA/Brent Council project to brighten
up Salusbury Road was completed in the
summer. Pavements were re-laid along much of
its length, old signs and railings removed, and
a mixture of plane and flowering cherry trees
planted. The Council also made road safety
improvements - new cycle lanes and traffic
calming - and tidied up junctions.
You’ll have seen the stunning new QPARAfunded plant displays outside Queen’s Park
station - who could miss them!! Our Open
Gardens group selects and maintains the

plants. What a contrast to the battered railings
and piles of rubbish that used to be the
welcome at the station! To round things off
QPARA is funding a new bench by the library
bus stop, with a dedication plaque to celebrate
all the improvements.
Meanwhile, station improvements include the
new lift for the north platform at Kensal Rise,
now almost complete, and two lifts planned
for Queen’s Park. These are still three years
away, but perhaps there will be faster progress
if proposals for new train services bear fruit.
Six trains a day could run from Queen’s Park
to Blackpool from 2017 to ease congestion at
Euston once HS2 work starts there. Perhaps
we’ll see other services too.

HS2 PLANS FOR KILBURN/
QUEEN’S PARK ON THE MOVE
by Robin Sharp

HS2 seem to be rethinking their plans to build
an unsightly vent shaft and auto-transformer
in the car park of Queen’s Park station. Brent
council and QPARA have petitioned against
these plans. Now we learn that MPs have been
told informally that a new site is being proposed
– in South Kilburn at the Canterbury Works site
off Canterbury Rd.
As we go to press HS2 have said there will be
drop-in information sessions in South Kilburn on
8th and 12th October to explain what they have
in mind – and the procedures if they decide
to formalise any changes. We will aim to post
information about these sessions on the
QPARA website.

STILL SOME LIFE IN THE
CORRIB REST by Janis Denselow
In February the Corrib Rest in Salusbury Road
closed for “refurbishment”; however by May it
emerged that the building had been sold and
the new owners had asked Brent Council if the
Corrib Rest had ‘Asset of Community Value’
(ACV) status. ACV status means there is a
greater chance that at least part of the building
might continue in community use.
When residents heard that the Corrib Rest had
been sold, they asked if QPARA would apply
for ACV status. With the support of a Facebook
Group “Save the Corrib Rest” an application
was submitted to Brent for consideration.
In July ACV status was granted. This should
ensure that the ground floor is retained as a
pub (so long as a lessee can be found). In
the meantime, the new owner has presented
“emerging proposals” to QPARA which include
a pub on the ground floor with 8 flats above.
QPARA members will be in conversation with
the owner and his representatives to ensure that
a well run pub and an affordable community
space is included in any development.
Vacant Corrib Rest
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DESIGNS ON QUEEN’S PARK

INTERNATIONAL PEACE DAY AT
OUR MUSLIM SCHOOLS

by John Morrison

by Jo Winsloe, London Inter Faith Centre

Lonsdale Rd once again became the setting for
a street party in late September, with DJs, an
open air cinema, free bars and delicious free
food, dressing-up materials to turn children into
robots, plus rickshaws to ferry everyone about.
The reason? Queen’s Park Design District was
having its second annual event as part of the
London Design Festival.
QPDD is the brainchild of designer Bill Amberg,
whose studio in Lonsdale Rd turns out highend leather goods. Amberg was to be seen
among the rolls of fine leather in his workshop,
explaining to visitors the finer points of sourcing
and treating hides to produce the super-high
quality he seeks.

PARK NEWS
By Richard Gentry, Park Manager

The Park is winning lots of awards this year. We
now have a Green Flag Award – the award
scheme is to ‘recognise and reward the best
green spaces.’
We’ve also been given a Green Heritage
Award which recognises the extent to which
the heritage value of the site is understood,
acknowledged and shared, and the way the
heritage value is conserved, enhanced and
made enjoyable.
For the first time we also entered the London
in Bloom Awards. This award celebrates and
recognises the passion Londoners have for
greening our capital city.

Leatherworking tools in Bill Amberg’s studios

Lonsdale Rd is now home to a wide variety of
designers and associated businesses. A few
examples:
• Riz Boardshorts make shorts for surfers in
startlingly beautiful designs – and the cloth is
made of 100% recycled plastic bottles.
• Claridge Architects have a fast growing
practice – Queen’s Parkers can see their work
in the new flats going up above Sainsburys
on Salusbury Rd, and also in the design
for the temporary pavilion in the Park that
housed the recent ‘Plants out of Place’ show.
• Quinine is a retail design consultancy,
working with a wide range of companies
to, as they put it, ‘create engaging
environments.’
• And if you’re not yet a designer but would
like to be, there’s the Interior Design School to
get you started.
It’s a mark of the success of this event that this
year it spread beyond Lonsdale Rd to take in
designers working in the surrounding area. We
look forward to next year’s QPDD.

True Associates Limited
32 Chamberlayne Road
London
NW10 3JE

It was a popular invitation. More than fifty
people - of many faiths and of none – came to
hear our local MP Tulip Siddiq speak about the
value of faith communities. This was followed
by a visit to the (predominantly Sunni) Islamia
Girls School, with classroom tours led by
teachers, confident members of the Student
Council, and parents. Then it was on to the
(predominantly Shia) Al-Sadiq and Al-Zahra
Schools where another very warm welcome
from students and staff awaited the visitors.

The Park was scored against a number
of criteria including access and signage,
horticultural maintenance, maintenance of the
hard landscape, environmental sustainability
and community involvement. We won a silver
gilt award – demonstrating that the Park, in the
judges’ opinion, is of a very good standard.
The hardworking Park staff were delighted with
the award – and mean to bring home gold
next year!

QUEEN’S PARK OPEN GARDENS
AND STUDIOS 2016
Sunday 19th June 1-6 pm
By John Blandy

This lively neighbourhood event, first organised
in 1998 and every two years since, is a
celebration of the quieter moments, inviting
one to explore a mixture of local gardens and
studios, with tea and music.
We are looking for gardeners and artists who
would like to take part in this event which is
presently pencilled in for 19th June 2016. If
you would like more information please contact
John: jb@johnblandy.co.uk

Property, It’s what we do

true associates ltd

Queen’s Park’s Muslim institutions opened
their doors to the wider community on 21st
September – the UN International Peace Day.
Hosted by the London Inter Faith Centre, Islamia
Girls School and the Al-Sadiq and Al-Zahra
Schools invited local residents and neighbours
to step inside. It was a chance to meet teachers,
students and parents of these Muslim faith
schools. There was also an opportunity to visit
the Al-Khoei Mosque to meet representatives of
the Al-Khoei Foundation and to share a meal.

CHARTERED SURVEYORS
ESTATE AGENTS
PROJECT MANAGERS

T: 020 8960 3663
F: 020 8960 3883
E: info@trueassociates.co.uk
W: www.trueassociates.co.uk

Find Us on Facebook & Twitter

Peace doves by pupils at Al Ghadeer Nursery

Presentations in both schools showed students
involved in wider community issues, for example
through membership of North London Citizens,
or by engaging in projects with local residents,
visiting local care homes, and raising money for
charity. The programme of visits ended at the
Al-Khoei Mosque, the beautifully transformed
former Brondesbury Synagogue, and with a
generous buffet of middle-eastern fare for all.
Visitors’ responses were overwhelmingly positive
“I was really impressed with the contribution
that the schools make to the community through
their activities outside of the school” wrote
one participant afterwards. One participant
expressed disappointment they had no
opportunity to address specific issues of gender
or ‘faith-segregated’ education. Others had only
praise for the initiative. “I was in turns moved,
impressed, feeling connected”; “Lovely to know
that next time I walk up Salusbury Road and
notice the girls coming and going from school,
I’ll feel much more connected to them”, and
“An enlightening and educational morning, but
above all I’m left with a sense of togetherness
and common outlook that binds us all rather
than the differences that are all too often
perpetuated.”
To keep in touch with other events hosted by the
London Inter Faith Centre email
jo.winsloe@londoninterfaith.org.uk

QUEEN’S PARK DAY 2015

People sometimes ask me why I love to live in
Queen’s Park.
It doesn’t have the obvious appeal of
Hampstead or Notting Hill although we do
now seem to have more estate agents than
pubs in Queen’s Park, if that’s any sign
of progress.
We probably don’t have the best high street
in North London on Salusbury Road although
honourable mentions to the Salusbury wine
shop, Black Box Coffee @ Studio 74 and the
beloved Farmers’ Market on Sunday.
Instead it’s really the people of Queen’s
Park that make it a great place to live and
the community spirit channelled through the
Residents’ Association.
This community spirit all comes together on
Queen’s Park Day in mid September every
year which is why I found myself standing
at 8 o’clock that morning in the goods yard
of the park waiting to direct the traffic to its
designated areas in the park. Wearing my

by Nigel Cook
photos John Morrison

orange high visibility jacket and holding my
clipboard I knew I had finally become the
grown up we all resist for so long.
For the children, Queen’s Park Day is
an amazing day with the donkey rides,
trampolines, climbing wall and of course the
fun fair which draws children and the contents
of our wallets with equal ease.
For adults Queen’s Park Day is the perfect day
for catching up with everyone from the local
area and trading war stories about builders,
nannies and local celebrity spotting. It’s also a
chance to browse the many stalls supporting
local causes and issues and to be humbled by
their dedication and commitment.
Queen’s Park Day reminds us that the energy
and drive of a local community is key to its
success and that’s why I love to live in
Queen’s Park.
Now if the Residents’ Association could just
get us a couple more pubs then it truly would
be perfect…

OLD STORIES FOR NEW TIMES
by Amandine Alexandre-Hughes

‘Old Stories for New Times’ is a new, free
exhibition at the Library in Willesden Green.
It’s a unique project initiated by local residents
and members of Transition Kensal to Kilburn.
Mapesbury resident Carol Low and Queen’s
Park resident Sue Arthur interviewed 15 people
who have been living in the area for at least
50 years – sometimes for much longer. They
asked these residents, now in their eighties and
nineties, about day-to-day life and community
life at a time when cars were rare, TV sets rarer
and ‘make do and mend’ was the rule.
You can listen to extracts of interviews and see
for yourself what life was like back then, thanks
to photos and objects. The exhibition runs at
the Library in Willesden Green until January
24th. There is also a rich programme of free
workshops and debates on sustainability taking
place alongside the exhibition,
see http://ttkensaltokilburn.ning.com

WALKING FOR FITNESS IN THE PARK
– 11am Wednesdays
by Eliana Tomkins

The Walking Group met with great enthusiasm
earlier in the year. We met new neighbours,
improved our fitness and will continue to
assemble at the bandstand. We meet at 11:00
on Wednesdays for an hour’s walking/trotting/
sprinting according to your talents, topped and
tailed with a few minutes’ gentle stretching. We
will finish with a drink/snack – please bring your
own. The group initially will be led but if you
would like to lead, please offer your services!
To stay in touch, please email
WalkingInQP@gmail.com

KILBURN LIBRARY GARDEN
by Janis Denselow

AIR POLLUTION IN QUEEN’S PARK

ARK FRANKLIN PRIMARY ACADEMY

by Souraya Ali

by Rosie Pye, Operations Director

Air pollution is a serious problem in London.
A recent study by King’s College found that
harmful levels of Nitrogen Dioxide (NOx),
and particulate matter (PM-10 and PM-2.5)
from heaters, cookers and traffic emissions
caused 9,500 premature deaths in one year.
That means poor air quality is killing more
people in the capital than smoking does. It has
also been linked to a rise in asthma, particularly
among children.

We are busy starting our garden with funds
raised from June’s very successful Fork to Fork
Food Festival. We’ll use a biodome for our
children to learn where food comes from, how
it is grown and harvested in a sustainable way,
and the benefits of healthy eating. We will
soon be launching ‘Franklin Forks’ - open to our
children, parents, staff and local residents to
help out in the garden. If you are interested in
volunteering or maybe running a gardening
club do get in touch with me at
info@arkfranklinprimary.org

Queen’s Park has been designated an Air
Quality Management Area by Brent Council.
This means national air quality standards are not
being met. QPARA is looking at how we can
measure air pollution and work with the council,
the Mayor and TfL to tackle the problem.
As a first step, we are working with other
residents’ associations in the area – Kensal
Rise Residents’ Association, Kensal Triangle
Residents’ Association and Aylestone Park
Residents’ and Tenants’ Association to campaign
for cleaner buses along Chamberlayne Road.
Visit www.qpark.org.uk to access the petition.
Follow us on Twitter @CleanBuses4Kensal

We have had a successful start to our new
academic year, welcoming our new reception
and nursery pupils who are all settling into
school life really well. We have lots of visits and
trips planned. Our Year 6 pupils have climbed
the Willis Tower in the City of London and asked
lots of challenging questions of our hosts. Brent
Election team is involved in our School Council
elections - setting up a real polling booth and
using proper ballot papers - and then the new
councillors will be visiting the Mayor at the
Civic Centre.

Some of you may have enjoyed reading your
library book whilst sitting in the Kilburn Library
Garden – a sequestered oasis of calm and a
mini ecosystem reclaimed from a “20 year old
dump”. The garden was the outcome of hard
community graft. The Friends of Kilburn Library
Garden formed; led and inspired by local
garden designer Jay Venn. After removing
over 2 tonnes of waste and digging, planting,
weeding and watering, the garden opened
in 2008 and has been kept alive and well
through the efforts of volunteers amongst
the Friends.
Seven years on and the manager of the library
has stepped in and taken over responsibility
for the garden. QPARA would like to thank Jay
Venn and her group of volunteers for creating
this garden. We sincerely hope that this space
continues to serve library users.

Garden after transformation by volunteers

DIARY DATES
QPARA MONTHLY MEETINGS
All welcome, 12th November – AGM,
then 10th Dec, 14th Jan 2016 and second
Thurs of every month except Aug at the Inter
Faith Centre, St Anne’s, Salusbury Road.
Do join us! 7.30 pm tea/coffee, 8pm
meeting starts.
WILLESDEN GREEN LIBRARY
‘Old Stories for New Times’ exhibition, 9am
to 8pm Mon to Fri,10am to 5pm weekends.
Runs to 24th Jan 2016.
QUEEN’S PARK WEDNESDAY WALK
Queen’s Park bandstand 11am Weds,
WalkingInQP@gmail.com
BRENT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Family Concert, Sat 7th Nov, 3pm,
St Martin’s Church, Mortimer Rd,
www.brentso.org.uk
SALUSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Christmas Quiz night,
Thurs 26th Nov 7.30pm – 11pm
Winter Fair, Sat 5th Dec 11am – 3pm
QUEEN’S PARK TREE WALK
Sun 29th Nov, 11am-1pm, meet at café at
11am, wear weather-appropriate clothing!
ALL SING! HARROW RD COMMUNITY CHOIR
Winter Concert, Sat 5th Dec,
details https://allsingchoir.wordpress.com
QUEEN’S PARK SINGERS AND QUEEN’S
PARK JUNIOR SINGERS
Winter Concert, Sun 6th Dec, 6.30pm
Church of St Anne and St Andrew,
125 Salusbury Road, incl J S Bach Cantata
61and Renaissance motets celebrating the
Christmas story. Tickets available via
www.queensparksingers.org.uk
Spring Concert – incl Beethoven Mass in C,
details on website in Jan.
PARKLIFE SINGERS
Christmas concert, Mon, 7th Dec, 8pm,
details http://parklifesingers.weebly.com
QUEEN’S PARK CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS
SWITCHING-ON EVENT
Queen’s Park, Sat 12th Dec 2 - 6pm,
entertainment, Santa’s Grotto, arts & crafts,
food & drink.
QUEEN’S PARK SINGERS AND QUEEN’S
PARK JUNIOR SINGERS
will sing carols in the streets around the park
for the 40th consecutive year on:
Tues 15th Dec meet 7.30pm outside
7 Kempe Rd
Thurs 17 Dec: meet 7.30pm at the park end
of Summerfield Avenue.
We finish singing at 9.30pm with
refreshments afterwards and will be
collecting door-to-door for local charities.
Anyone who would like to join us, to sing
or help with the collection will be warmly
welcomed: http://queensparksingers.org.uk

SALUSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL by

Prof Dorothy Griffiths OBE Chair of Governors

Salusbury Primary School had a successful
academic year in 2014-15. The Key stage
2 results continued to improve and the local
authority rated the school as now Good. We are
expecting an OFSTED Inspection this term and
very much hope OFSTED will confirm the rating
given by the local authority. This term will also
see another trip, over half term, by some parents
and children to our partner school Mbollet-ba
in The Gambia. The school now provides 27
clubs after school and at lunchtimes, all aimed at
enriching the educational experience and skills
of the children at Salusbury. The facilities will
continue to improve with the refurbishment of
the internal toilets over this academic year.

by Mike Cantor

If you help run or are involved in a charity or a
not-for-profit organisation which operates within
the QPARA area, your organisation could apply
for a donation of up to £1000 from QPARA
to help fund the services provided by your
organisation.
Most recently, donations have been made to
Salusbury World which works with refugee and
asylum seeking children and families and to the
My Move Toddler Drop-In at St Anne’s and St
Andrew’s Church.
Applications should be submitted no later than
four weeks before the March QPARA meeting
and the availability of donations will depend on
the financial state of QPARA at the end of the
financial year.
For further information and/or an application
form please email mikecantor18@yahoo.co.uk

Livery House 7–9 Pratt Street
London NW1 0AE
www.osbornes.net 020 7485 8811

Local relationship banking
Contact us to find out more:
Handelsbanken
The Studio, 131c Salusbury Road,
London, NW6 6RG.
Telephone
020 7372 9841
Email
queenspark@handelsbanken.co.uk

www.handelsbanken.co.uk/queenspark
Registered Office: Svenska Handelsbanken AB (publ), 3 Thomas
More Square, London, E1W 1WY. VAT Registration No. GB524 9824
25. Registered in England and Wales No. BR 000589. Incorporated
in Sweden with limited liability. Registered in Sweden No. 5020077862. Head Office in Stockholm. Authorised by the Swedish Financial
Supervisory Authority (Finansinspektionen) and the Prudential
Regulation Authority and subject to limited regulation by the Financial
Conduct Authority and Prudential Regulation Authority. Details about the
extent of our authorisation and regulation by the Prudential Regulation
Authority, and regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority are available
from us on request.

50+ classes a week
A beautiful boutique packed with gifts
Yoga memberships and introductory
offers available in time for Christmas
www.yogaloftlondon.com
info@yogaloftlondon.com
020 7625 2645
3 Lonsdale Road NW6 6RA
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Friendly & Reliable

Legal 500 Directory 2015

Sid Fiz

46 Salusbury Road NW6 6NN 020 7625 6694
sid@sidfizoptique.com www.sidfizoptique.com

DONATIONS FROM QUEEN’S PARK
AREA RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Compulink

“Osbornes provides an
excellent service and is
able to react quickly
in critical situations”

We assess overall vision, screen for
conditions such as cataracts, glaucoma,
diabetes and dry eyes and offer NHS sight
tests with our excellent optometrist.
We look forward to welcoming you.

IT SERVICES





Private Tutoring
Installation & Configuration

l

QPARA - MEMBERSHIP
To join, please send your subscription to
the Membership Secretary,
Marika Szalanci at 92 Chevening Road,
NW6 6DY. qpmembership@gmail.com
Annual - £10 (£5 concessions)
Annual standing order - £8 (£4 concs)
Life membership - £100 (£50 concs)
Cheques to
Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association
Please include your name, address, email
address and phone number.
Standing Orders
Please contact Marika Szalanci for
details.

Tablets & Phones included
Smart Web Designing
Tel: 020 8621 0486
info@compulink.london

Comments and contributions to:
editorqpnews@gmail.com
Advertising to: adsQPNEWS@gmail.com
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