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YOUR RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

QPARA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Thursday 9th November, Inter Faith Centre, St Anne’s and St Andrew’s
Church, Salusbury Road, 7.30pm refreshments, 8pm meeting begins
Virginia Bonham Carter, Chair, Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association

The AGM is always an important moment in
the life of our association so please do join
us for a review of the year and the annual
election of officers.
Many congratulations to the QPARA team
who organised another hugely successful
Queen’s Park Day. Many think Queen’s Park
Day is organised by a private events firm,
so professional does it seem – but it’s all
done by volunteers. Many thanks to Helen
Durnford, Andrea Szalanczi, Lesley Bailey,
Carin Von Drehle, Sangeeta Solanaki and
Joanne Walker. Thanks also to Jamie Newall
who, with Hugh Pym, was ‘announcing’ all
day. And a special plea – we need new,
young people to help put up and take down
the tents! Planning for 2018 has already
begun. Please contact us if you are able to
help, or come and meet us at the AGM.
This newsletter covers many of the action
groups and the interests that keep QPARA
members busy: Planning, Transport,
Streetscape, Environment, Health, Charitable
Giving, the Bird Walk, and the newly formed

Clean Air for Brent (CAfB). Do help if you can
– and let us know if there is something new you
think we should pursue.
Lastly a little bit of history: QPARA is a local
community group formed in the 1970s to
provide a voice for our area. We live in
a Conservation Area with an important
architectural heritage and a remarkably wellplanned urban environment. We all enjoy the
pleasures of living in Queen’s Park and QPARA
helps to protect and enhance this heritage for
future generations.

ANGER OVER PEPLOE ROAD
PLANNING DECISION
John Morrison

A milestone has been reached in the longrunning controversy over the proposal to
knock down a row of garages on Peploe Rd
and build a 4-bed house with a large and
deep basement. Despite vigorous objections
from those living nearby, Brent has now given
planning consent.
Brent had refused two earlier applications –
and had their decisions to refuse consent upheld
when the developer went to appeal. But Brent
feels the plans have now been altered enough
to meet its original objections.
These objections were that the house would
be too bulky and obtrusive; its design would
damage the character of the Queen’s Park
conservation area; it would harm living
conditions of nearby residents; and create traffic
and parking problems.
The garages stand between 39 Keslake Rd
and 44 Kempe Rd and people living nearby
don’t object to the garages being replaced by
housing. But they do object to the scale of the
proposal. ‘A ludicrously excessive development
purely for opportunistic profit’ says Duncan
McAusland, the Keslake Rd resident who has
led the campaign against. Another issue is its
design, its facade ‘more suited to an industrial
park than Queen’s Park’ say objectors.

SHAKESPEARE IN THE GARDEN Sue Fletcher, Executive Producer, Shakespeare in the Squares
Perhaps we were tempting fate when we
referred to our production of Romeo and Juliet
as being set in ‘sun-drenched Italy’, but in the
event a short sharp shower didn’t do anything
to dampen the enthusiasm of our audience
in Queen’s Park’s Quiet Garden on Saturday
24th June. Fortified with a customised cocktail
from our sponsor Domus Nova, and provided

with ponchos, spectators displayed an
admirable stoicism and the rain soon passed.
Everyone knows the story of the star-crossed
lovers, but Tatty Hennessy’s direction brought
out the youthful exuberance and humour of the
first half of the play, while the young cast, some
of them in their first professional stage role after
drama school, performed with energy and
vigour. Live music is a feature of our shows
and I suspect many people still have ‘Mambo
Italiano’ running through their head …
QPARA supported us again, as they did in our
inaugural year, and we are extremely grateful
for their generosity. Richard Gentry, Park
Manager, enabled the event to go ahead and
I hope that this might become an established
date in the Queen’s Park calendar.

Architect’s impression of development

To squeeze four bedrooms into a single-storey
house the development needs a basement - and
for many people that’s a key issue. The plans
show the basement more than three metres
deep in places, and it’s very large – nearly 130
sq metres.
Its size means that the period of disruption –
noise, vibration, mud, dust – during excavation
will be long. And then there is the perennial
issue with all basements dug in London clay of
potential long-term damage to nearby houses.
Of wider concern is that by giving the go-ahead

This newsletter is produced and delivered to all households and places of business in the area, free of charge, by the Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association.
QPARA is a non-sectarian, non-political, non-profit making community organisation established to promote a better quality of life in the Queen’s Park area.

Find us at Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association

@Qparkres

to this proposal, Brent has created a precedent
for further similar developments within the
Queen’s Park conservation area.
Slightly more hopeful news – Brent
has refused consent for a basement in
Windermere Av that would have extended
over the whole site – including the garden.
Brent’s new policy is that basements should
not extend more than 3m from the house.

POLICE UPDATE Janis Denselow
There are changes, some of them unsettling, in
the way Queen’s Park is policed.
Firstly, there has been yet another change
in staffing. Our Queen’s Park Safer
Neighbourhood Team (QPSNT) now comprises
a new acting sergeant, two new dedicated
ward officers and our current Police Community
Support Officer.
Secondly, the police mobile phone number
has changed to 07748 258003. Full contact
details for the police and our QPSNT are on
our website www.qpark.org.uk .
Thirdly, there is a strong possibility that there
will no longer be a front office at Kilburn
Police Station on Salusbury Rd. The station
itself is staying open (housing Local Safer
Neighbourhood Teams) but you may no longer
be able to walk into the police station to report
a crime. Contact will have to be via phone or
email.
In fact, Brent will be left with only three
operational police stations – Wembley,
Harlesden and Kilburn – and our nearest
open front office will be in Wembley which
will be open 24/7. The police have promised
that Kilburn won’t be closed unless they can
find a suitable local venue to house our Safer
Neighbourhood Team.
At a recent police consultation event in Brent,
locals raised issues that threaten the model of
safer neighbourhood policing that many of us
value. These issues include:
• continual extraction of local police to deal
with major events (like Grenfell)
• constant changes to or reductions of staff
• absence of Ward Panel meetings
• poor (or no) communication.

QPARA has had a good history of close liaison
with our local police team who regularly
attended meetings in the past – to give as well
as receive information – but recently they have
not attended. They continue to have a popular
presence at Queen’s Park Day with exhibitions
of police cars and equipment. But QPARA will
press the police to attend our meetings and
engage with residents.
In the meantime, as locals turn to apps
like Nextdoor.com to report crimes to their
neighbours, please do make sure you report
crime or anti-social behaviour to the police.
They need to know in order to take action.

PARK NEWS Richard Gentry, Park Manager
The park had a busy summer with many
events. Children’s entertainers by the
playground and brass band performances
on the bandstand went down extremely well
with our many summer visitors. The Nomad
Cinema screened four open air films and we
look forward to welcoming Nomad again
next year. The highlight of the year is always
Queen’s Park Day, which this year attracted
well over 11,000 visitors.
On 9th December from 1 to 4pm we will
have our annual Christmas Gathering outside
the café. There will be carols round the
Christmas tree with arts and crafts activities by
the café. Come along and make a Christmas
decoration.
Staff are moving forward with a number
of projects in the park, including the
redevelopment of the sandpit. The City
Corporation has put the work out to tender
and we expect the sandpit will be closed for
a period of six weeks in early 2018 while the
changes take place.
Baxter the goat and his new tractor

We are hoping to provide a new toilet
facility, as an addition to the existing toilets
but accessible from the sandpit. First we
have to assess the possible impact on the
surrounding trees. Construction should take
place between April 2018 and March 2019,
although this may depend on funding and
our projects elsewhere in the park.
The popular Children’s Farm, which sees
over 80,000 visits per year, will see the
arrival of two Ouessant Sheep in the next
few weeks. These small hardy sheep will be
an additional feature as we continue with the
redevelopment of the farm. The goats already
have a new climbing frame in the shape of
a tractor. The farm layout will be changed,
using the space to focus on the theme of a
smallholding with a sense of fun. We hope
to use the knowledge and skills of our own
teams to carry out this project.
We are very pleased to have a temporary
team in the café after the recent short closure.
The tendering process is under way and we
hope to see a new long term team in the
café in January 2018. We have taken into
account the feedback from the consultation
process in which more than 400 people took
part. This has helped us with the production
of the tender documents, focusing on a
family-friendly café serving good quality
and affordable food in a distinctive and
environmentally friendly place.
Keep an eye out for events in the park on
Easter Sunday: 1st April 2018. Follow the
park on Twitter @COLQueensPark
PLEASE REMEMBER IN THE PARK,
DOGS ON LEADS AT ALL TIMES AND
NO CYCLING!

NEWS FROM SALUSBURY SCHOOL
Last year Friends of
Salusbury School (FOSS)
raised £35,000 through
a variety of fundraisers.
These included social
events as well as parents
and staff running the British
10k to ‘Save the Salusbury Whale’ (a mural
painted on our nursery as part of the 2002
centenary celebrations that is in much need
of repair).
The money raised by FOSS has been
put toward a wide range of school
improvements: in the early years playground
it helped pay for astro-turf, a sandpit and
forest school equipment. It also went towards
playground equipment for the older children;
a covered classroom in our Greenspace and
draped sound proofing in the school canteen
to improve the acoustics for students as well
as the wider local community who use the
hall. Money was also pledged to enhance
learning-focused weeks, fund the school’s text
message system and ensure that school trips
are accessible to all.
Keep an eye out this term for our Winter Fair
on Saturday 2nd December with a new and
improved Santa’s grotto!

HOW QPARA CAN HELP FUND LOCAL
GOOD CAUSES Mike Cantor
If QPARA has a surplus at the end of the
financial year in March, this surplus can
be returned to benefit the local community
through donations of up to £1000 to
charities and not for profit organisations
with close links to the QPARA area.
This year donations were agreed to the
following:
• a local therapy centre giving help to
young people from Queen’s Park
• an organisation based in a local church
providing food, washing and other
facilities to refugees
• a project linked to Salusbury School
and QPCS which helps to pay for
children from these schools to volunteer
in a South African township school
• a QPCS initiated skills club
• an organisation based in Salusbury
School which helps local refugee
women and children
• a theatre company which puts on
productions of plays by Shakespeare in
Queen’s Park.
If you want to apply you can receive an
application form and further information by
emailing mikecantor18@yahoo.co.uk

ANOTHER WONDERFUL QUEEN’S PARK DAY
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AIR POLLUTION IN BRENT

QUEEN’S PARK STATION

QPARA is working to reduce the health risks
caused by dangerous levels of air pollution
in our neighbourhood and beyond. Last year
we launched a project called Combating Air
Pollution on Salusbury Road. We monitored air
pollutants on Salusbury Road and side streets
over two different periods, and the results were
alarming. We found levels of nitrogen dioxide
(NO2) were above legally permitted levels.
NO2, largely caused by motor traffic, is linked
to breathing problems and asthma as well as
poor lung development in some children.

LIFTS - QPARA has campaigned vigorously
for lifts at Queen’s Park station. It looked as
though we had succeeded when plans for lifts
were included in the national ‘Access for All’
programme for 2017/18. But now we have
learned the plans have been put back to at
least 2019/20. We’ve renewed our campaign
and at a recent meeting with us, arranged by
our MP Tulip Siddiq, Network Rail explained
that in principle the project is still in the five
year expenditure period 2019 - 2024. They
agreed to meet local residents’ associations,
councillors and MPs on the site to look at
feasibility issues and are encouraging us to
make a case to go to the Transport Minister.

We discovered that other local groups were
carrying out their own ‘citizen science’
monitoring in the area and decided to
join forces. Working together we formed
Clean Air for Brent (CAfB), a coalition of
residents’ associations, community groups
and individuals in Brent focused on raising
awareness, changing behaviours and lobbying
for better measures to tackle air pollution in
order to improve public health outcomes.
QPARA has committed to support CAfB.
CAfB have been busy responding to national,
regional and local Brent Council consultations
on how to tackle air pollution, and we held a
public meeting “The Air We Breathe” attended
by over 80 people at the Civic Centre on 6th
July. We are now planning our next activities.
In the meantime, we can all help to reduce
pollution by driving less, switching from diesel
to cleaner hybrid vehicles, and not leaving
engines running when stationary. We can also
protect ourselves from air pollution by walking
on quieter side streets as much as possible.
Visit cleanairforbrent.wordpress.com to find out
more and join us.

CORRIB UPDATE Robin Sharp
The redevelopment of the Corrib Rest pub
and community rooms on Salusbury Road
could possibly get under way next year and
might be complete by mid-2019. By then the
building will have been empty for nearly five
years. A good deal of the delay might have
been avoided if the developer had worked
with the community from the word ‘go’.
The developers failed in their first attempt
to get planning permission for eight flats
with a smaller pub and smaller ‘protected’
community room on the ground floor. They
came back with a revised plan for nine
flats upstairs and a bigger community room
as part of a re-configured pub. Access to
the pub was shifted to the Salusbury Road
entrance; soundproofing was improved;
not-for-profit community use of the community
room from Mondays to Thursdays was
protected and a residents’/community
management board was to be established.
QPARA worked hard to secure these
improvements but wanted at least Friday use
of the community room as well.
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Souraya Choukeir

CARLTON VALE CYCLE LANE - The new cycle
lane along Carlton Vale is now fully open,
including a connecting spur past the Falcon
pub to the Salusbury Road cycle lane. Brent
provided new pedestrian crossings on junctions
by M&S as part of the scheme - a very
welcome bonus!

QPARA Transport Group

TICKET OFFICE - Use it or lose it! Several
Overground ticket offices have closed recently
following installation of new ‘smarter’ ticket
machines. Queen’s Park ticket office is still on
the danger list. New smart machines will be
installed soon, and ticket office use will then be
monitored for three months. If this falls below
a certain threshold, the axe will fall. So keep
buying your local and long distance rail tickets
at Queen’s Park ticket office if you want to keep
it open. Weekdays are your best bet, as it is
often closed at weekends.
STATION SITE REDEVELOPMENT - The Falcon
pub and Cullen House are expected to be
demolished soon as part of the big housing
and retail development planned just south of
Queen’s Park station. Building should then
begin early next year. In due course the
existing traffic gyratory system will close on the
west (car park) side and there will be traffic
lights at the junction of Salusbury Road and
Kilburn Lane.

It was only because of QPARA action that
the Corrib was given ‘Asset of Community
Value’ status, making it more likely that some
community use is protected.
A separate local “Save the Corrib”
campaign argued for keeping two function
rooms on the first floor and by implication
against the proposed first floor flats. In
June, after a long and crowded hearing
Brent’s Planning Committee unanimously
approved the revised plan and a section 106
agreement was signed shortly afterwards,
setting out the concessions made by the
developer to gain planning consent.
We understand the developer is now looking
for a tenant to take on a lease to the pub.
Hence the coat of paint on the facade. It
seems that this process has triggered off a
first option for QPARA or others in the local
community to express an interest in taking
the pub lease. There is a deadline of 26th
November for any such expression.

DIARY DATES

QPARA MONTHLY MEETINGS

All welcome, 9th Nov – AGM, then 14th
Dec, 11th Jan 2018 and second Thurs
of every month except Aug at the Inter
Faith Centre, St Anne’s, Salusbury Rd.
Do join us! 7.30 pm tea/coffee, 8pm
meeting starts.

SALUSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Rock and Roll Bingo, Fri 3rd Nov 7.30pm
– 10.30pm
Winter Fair, Sat 2nd Dec 11am – 3pm

BRENT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Performances at St Martin’s Church,
Mortimer Rd, NW10
Family Concert, Sat 4th Nov 3pm
Christmas Concert, Sat 9th Dec, 6pm
Charity Concert, Sat 10th March 2018,
7.30pm
www.brentso.org.uk

ALL SING! HARROW ROAD
COMMUNITY CHOIR
Carol singing in the open air, Sat 25th
Nov, 3pm Maida Hill Market, W9 3EU
Open Air Concert, Sun 4th Dec, 4.30pm,
St John’s Wood High St
Concert, Sat 16th Dec, 6.30pm, St John’s
Church, Kensal Green, W10 4AA
allsingchoir.wordpress.com

PARKLIFE SINGERS
Christmas Concert, Mon,11th Dec,
7.45pm, Christchurch with St Laurence
(corner Christchurch Ave & Willesden
Lane) parklifesingers.weebly.com

QUEEN’S PARK OPEN GARDENS AND
STUDIOS 2018 John Blandy
Every two years on a Sunday in June
gardeners and artists in Queen’s Park and
the surrounding streets throw open their
gardens and studios. Add in live music and
wonderful home-made cakes and you have a
great celebration of some of the many ways
that Queen’s Park is creative.
In 2016 we showcased 28 gardens and
studios - nine of them new entrants – but we
are always looking out for more contributors.
Sunday 17th June is the date for 2018. If
you would like to know more, contact John:
jb@johnblandy.co.uk

ST ANNE’S
BRONDESBURY

You are welcome at St Anne’s, your local
Church of England Church, every

Sunday at 9.30 am

for worship, including Children’s Group.
Why not join us to give thanks for a life event,
or to pray for our global community?
125 Salusbury Road, London. NW6 6RG 020 7372 6864
www.st-annes-brondesbury.org.uk
motherchristinenw6@gmail.com

Computer Support
&

Web Design

QUEEN’S PARK BOOK FESTIVAL
RETURNS IN 2018 Thomas du Plessis
We are delighted to announce that the
Queen’s Park Book Festival will return over
the weekend of 30th June - 1st July 2018.
Bestselling authors will be joined by poets,
journalists, new writers and actors. There
will be free events for children, literary
competitions and prizes, plus a range of
fringe events.
For early-bird tickets and to receive all the
latest information, sign up via the website
qpbookfest.com or write to info@qpbookfest.
com. We look forward to welcoming you to
the festival.

Confidently
sharing the love
of Christ

020 8621 0486
www.compulink.london

DH
DARK HABIT

COFFEE SPECIALIST IN QUEEN’S PARK
SEASONAL COFFEE FROM SELECTED ROASTERS
72A SALUSBURY ROAD

QUEEN’S PARK SINGERS
Brahms German Requiem, sung in
English, Sun 10th Dec, 6.30pm, St Mark’s
Church, Hamilton Terrace.

Life is too short to
wear average glasses

QUEEN’S PARK SINGERS AND
QUEEN’S PARK JUNIOR SINGERS

Sid Fiz Optique in London’s Queens Park is a boutique Optical Store
in NW6 providing the highest level of optical care together with an
eclectic mix of spectacles, sunglasses, contact lenses and Children’s

CALL 020 7625 6694

Carol singing in the streets around the
park, Thurs 14th Dec, meet 7.30pm at the
park end of Summerfield Ave. Tue 19th
Dec, meet 7.30pm outside 7 Kempe Rd,
Singing ends at 9.30pm. Anyone wishing
to join us will be warmly welcomed,
queensparksingers.org.uk

QUEEN’S PARK
Christmas Gathering, outside the café in
the park, Sat 9th Dec 1- 4pm. Carols
round the tree, arts and crafts activities.
Easter events, Easter Sun, 1st April 2018

BRENT CONNECTS – KILBURN
Brent Council local consultative forum,
open to all, Tue 30th Jan 2018,
www.brent.gov.uk
QUEEN’S PARK OPEN GARDENS
AND STUDIOS
Sun 17th June 2018

QUEEN’S PARK BOOK FESTIVAL
Sat/Sun 30th Jun/1st July 2018
qpbookfest.com

CATERED BY JULES
Bespoke baking and catering
to London and its surrounds.
Personal service, intimate dining,
corporate functions, bespoke
bakes, personalised gifts, private
chef hire. All budgets catered for.

07941 184814

www.cateredbyjules.co.uk

glasses to cater for all your needs.
or email info@sidfizoptique.com
to book an eye test.
46 Salusbury Road, Queen’s Park, NW6 6NN

WWW.SIDFIZOPTIQUE.COM
CALL 020 7625 6694

or email info@sidfizoptique.com to book an eye test.
46 Salusbury Road, Queen’s Park, NW6 6NN

WWW.SIDFIZOPTIQUE.COM

BOXING FITNESS
ACADEMY
BIRDING NEWS
Thanks to Robin Sharp (pictured) who led
the QPARA annual birdwalk in May, taking
in Queen’s Park and Paddington Cemetery.
Twenty two species were spotted or heard – a
record – and in the cemetery the birdwalkers
witnessed a dramatic assault by a magpie on
a baby long-tailed tit. There is much interest
in the possible presence of tawny owls in the
neighbourhood – birders report hearing them,
but so far no-one has spotted any.

DO YOU WANT COMPANY?
Meet your neighbours over a cup of tea
Don’t stay at home, come and meet your
neighbours for a friendly tea, cakes and chat.
We meet on alternate Fridays at 2:30pm in
the Rotunda at St Anne’s, 125 Salusbury Rd.
Meetings are on 10th and 24th November
with a special Christmas Party on 15th
December. Transport can be provided if
needed.
For further information please contact Mother
Christine on 020 7372 6864.

Learn basic skills
and techniques of
boxing for your
ultimate health
and fitness.

The Bandstand
SATURDAYS 10-11.30am
Bendera
ABA Boxing Coach
Tel: 07881 634 126
www.ppacademy.org.uk

QPARA MEMBERSHIP

To join, please send your subscription to
the Membership Secretary,
Marika Szalanczi at 92 Chevening Road,
NW6 6DY. qpmembership@gmail.com
Annual £10 (£5 concessions)
Annual standing order £8 (£4 concs)
Life membership £100 (£50 concs)
Cheques to
Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association
Please include your name, address, email
address and phone number.
Standing Orders
Contact Marika Szalanczi for details.
Comments and contributions to:
editorqpnews@gmail.com
Advertising to: adsQPNEWS@gmail.com
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