News

Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association
QPARA DEMANDS A VOICE FOR RESIDENTS
BEFORE KEY ROADS ARE CLOSED
Transport and Streetscape Group

QPARA has opposed a plan to close some
key roads in our area to through traffic until
proper consultation has been held. While
QPARA supports efforts to cut pollution
and improve air quality it does not see the
current approach as the answer.

LTN barriers in Cricklewood

The Brent plan is for a six month trial of
two new ‘Low Traffic Neighbourhoods’
(LTNs – see box) for the Queen’s Park and
West Kilburn areas. The original plan for
Queen’s Park showed three roads closed
- Chevening and Kingswood Roads, and
Tiverton Road at the bridge to Chevening
Road. But after opposition from residents
and QPARA the closures on Chevening and
Kingswood Roads have been postponed,
although the Tiverton bridge closure may
still happen. The Kilburn LTN plan includes
closing Victoria Rd, Brondesbury Villas
and Donaldson Rd, although it now seems
likely that only Brondesbury Villas will be
affected.
These plans were produced with no
consultation and we only heard about them
through a leak. QPARA views this lack of

prior consultation as a major concern. Over
the years QPARA has supported many Brentled improvements. These include enhancing
our shopping streets, building cycle-ways
such as the one along Carlton Vale, and
creating better access to public transport. But
we have always had the chance to challenge
plans when necessary before work started.
We have urged Brent to consult on the LTNs
before work begins.
QPARA is also concerned that if all three
Queen’s Park roads are closed, as is still
possible, any benefits will be outweighed
by displacing traffic - and pollution - to other
roads. Even if just Tiverton is closed, QPARA
argues, traffic will simply enter by other
roads, creating new ‘rat-runs’. QPARA is
also concerned about the potential effects on
disabled residents; and about the lack of any
published data on traffic volumes to support
the LTN plan. We have now submitted our
own traffic surveys from eight key points in
our area, with our assessments of the impact
of the proposals.

QPARA AGM - CHAIR’S MESSAGE
Virginia Brand, Chair, Queen’s Park Area
Residents’ Association

The reaction from Queen’s Park to the Covid
19 pandemic was remarkable. Within days
of lockdown QPARA’s invaluable Street
Reps became Covid-19 co-ordinators and
the system was up and running. Leaflets
were delivered thanks to the untiring energy
of all, but in particular Robin Sharp. The
co-ordinators are still active, and with street
WhatsApp groups also connecting people,
we are ready for any further lockdowns.
Mark Norbury’s tech skills enabled us to turn
our monthly meetings into spectacularly well
attended virtual meetings on Zoom.
While the world seemed to stop, many
of QPARA‘s normal activities carried on.
Our focus groups dealing with health,
planning, transport, and streetscape and the
environment continued their work – and we
report the results in these pages.

Low Traffic Neighbourhoods
Partly because of Covid, the government
has instructed councils to give more
road space to cyclists and pedestrians.
LTNs are one response - roads closed
with barriers or large planters to allow
residents, cyclists and pedestrians access
but stop through traffic. Councils were
told to act swiftly and allowed to consult
after LTNs were in place.

KEMPE ROAD BECOMES SCHOOL STREET
Kempe Rd has become a ‘school street’
between Peploe and Chamberlayne Roads.
This means it is closed to most motor traffic
at pick-up and drop-off times during term
time at Ark Franklin Academy. Residents and
blue badge holders are exempt. The closure
is experimental (for 6-18 months) and you
can comment via the Brent website up to
27th February next year. The school street
idea has been given an extra push as part
of the government’s Covid-19 response.
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Kempe Rd coned off

Pandemic or no, we can look back to one
of the most beautiful springs most of us can
remember. We are immensely lucky to have
Queen’s Park at the centre of our community.
– a real lifesaver this year! Of course, there
were disappointments – Queen’s Park Day
was cancelled, but the team led by Helen
Durnford is working to bring it back next
year. The Queen’s Park Book Festival was
also cancelled, but once again the team
is working hard towards next year. Open
Gardens and Studios did take place, but
virtually via Instagram.
Our membership continues to grow, our
monthly Zoom meetings are packed with
people and lively discussion – not least
about the highly contentious proposed LTNs,
reported here. I hope to see as many of
you as possible at the AGM (on Zoom) on
November 12th when officers will be elected
– please put your names forward (See Diary
Dates, back page).
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Work has begun on the Harrow Road/
Kilburn Lane/Ladbroke Grove junction to
improve safety, especially by providing
pedestrian lights. The works will also
upgrade the roadway and pavement
between the junction and the Paradise pub.
This work is led by Westminster Council and
it was hoped that Brent would then make
further improvements along Kilburn Lane and
Chamberlayne Road to Kensal Rise station.
A ‘Kensal Corridor’ scheme, prepared in
2019, shows wider pavements, new trees
and parking/loading moved into designated
bays. However, the scheme depends on
funds from Transport for London and with
Covid putting TfL finances under extreme
pressure, a start date is still awaited.

HUNGER – OR HELP?

Clare Bennett Carter

It’s heartening to know that food projects
in and around Queen’s Park are working
hard to provide support despite the Covid
restrictions. Job losses, furlough, shielding,
loneliness and empty shelves have all
contributed to increasing food poverty, but
local food projects have responded with new
ways to help.
Two established local schemes, Laurence’s
Larder and the Granville Community Kitchen
had to close for a time as groups of guests
eating together were forbidden. But both
projects are now back in action, albeit in a
different form – the Larder offering takeaway
food and Granville focusing on providing
bags of provisions.

In the meantime QPARA has worked with
Keslake Road residents on ideas to reshape
the planters at the end of their road to help
combat anti-social behaviour problems
there. Brent organised a working group
and commissioned new designs which got
the backing of residents after consultation.
It’s hoped the work will be funded by the
Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure
Levy (NCIL).

PLANNING NEWS Richard Johnson
QPARA’s planning focus group established
useful connections between the association
and Brent Planning under the new leadership
of Gerry Ansell. A recent meeting included
discussion of Conservation Area policies,
ways of attracting new businesses and
helping existing businesses thrive and
streetscape issues – including condition of
pavements and improvement schemes for
Salusbury, Chamberlayne and Keslake roads.
Other news

Ark Franklin Academy
artist’s impression
art studio

I heard about Gift a Neighbour through
one of the street WhatsApp groups that are
doing so much to help vulnerable Queen’s

So: volunteer, give some cash, pack up
a bag of food donations – tinned fish,
cereal, soup, long life milk, oil, rice, pasta,
some fruit, a jar of sauce; or join the
Good Food Box initiative at the Granville
Community Kitchen where you pay the
‘solidarity price’ for a bag of fresh, mostly
organic, vegetables and help cover the cost
of a bag for someone with less. It’s about
neighbourhood, sharing, feeling less lonely
and doing something to help.
Gift Your Neighbour
kensalqueenspark.com - click Covid, or
find them in Lonsdale Road on Monday
afternoons 1.30 - 3.30pm. To request food
parcels online: www.bit.ly/Giftmeal
Granville Community Kitchen To donate,
visit granvillecommunitykitchen.org.uk, 140
Carlton Vale NW6 5HE, To receive food
parcels for families: Wednesdays 3.30-4pm
and for anyone else, Fridays 4.30-7pm.
Laurence’s Larder, To donate, visit
laurenceslarder.org.uk Christ Church
with St Laurence Brondesbury, corner of
Christchurch Avenue and Willesden Lane.
To receive food bags containing pre-cooked
meals and provisions, Thursdays, 10
-1.30pm.
You don’t need an official referral for any
of these three projects

BOROUGH OF CULTURE John Morrison
Brent’s ambitious programme to mark its
status as 2020 London Borough of Culture
has taken a hit from the Covid restrictions
but it’s still making its mark. Kilburn High
Road has two new murals by Pio Abad, and
under the banner of Brent Biennial plenty of
other specially commissioned artworks are
on show in the borough’s libraries. These
include a poignant piece in our own library
on Salusbury Rd memorialising the hundreds
of Brent residents who have died from Covid.
The work, by Ruth Beale, is called Library
as Memorial. 491 library books have been
chosen to mark the 491 Brent residents who
had lost their lives to Covid up to the end of
September. In each volume a bookplate has
been pasted and library visitors can fill in the
name of someone who died from Covid and
say why they want that person remembered.
The books then go back into circulation so
that anyone who borrows them can read the
dedications.
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A Reminder: fronts of houses are
included in the Conservation Area
design guide; permission is required
for anything that can be seen from the
street, including bin enclosures, cycle
stores and satellite dishes.

A new project is Gift a Neighbour. This
started as a collaboration between the local
refugee charity Salusbury World, residents’
associations and mutual aid groups. They
came together to provide gift parcels
delivered to the door and the initiative
has attracted generous support from local
businesses as well as individuals. Recipients
can ask for a parcel or be put in touch via
local community groups and schools.

It also made me think more about food
and community. This is about so much more
than splitting a four pack of beans. For one
recipient of Gift a Neighbour – a single
parent, working from home and homeschooling – fruit meant a healthy snack for
her children that she otherwise couldn’t have
afforded. Also, the weekly delivery was her
only social interaction with another adult.
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• 115 Salusbury Rd: the ‘white’ building
next door to Sainsbury’s is likely to change
from business to residential with 25 mostly
1 bed flats planned. Permission is not
required for this.
• Ark Franklin Academy have permission for
their striking new art studio on the Harvist
Road frontage. The design provoked strong
views for and against among QPARA
members. Brent planning officers felt it
would create ‘visual interesting contrast
with its traditional surroundings’.
• Corrib Rest - see page 3.

Donations ready for distribution

Park residents through the Covid crisis. I had
been advised to shield during lockdown,
which made me feel both safe and useless
- sorting out a bag of food donations and
leaving it on a neighbour’s doorstep was
one of the few useful things I could do.
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Peter Hay, Transport and Streetscape Group
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MAKING OUR STREETS SAFER

This book is dedicated to

who is remembered for

dedication by

This is one of 491 bookplates commemorating
residents of Brent who have lost their lives during
the 2020 coronavirus pandemic.

The show, which includes a video, is free
and can be visited during normal opening
hours. It runs to 13th December.

QUEEN’S PARK - OUR LIFELINE

Our grateful thanks to Richard Gentry and his team and the
City of London Corporation for keeping the park open throughout the pandemic.

FROM RICHARD GENTRY,
PARK MANAGER
Covid-19
During the pandemic we have seen an
increase in park usage, with people
making the most of their local outdoor
space – and the great weather over the
spring and summer months. The increase
in visitor numbers brought some challenges,
e.g. people using the bushes as a toilet,
an increase in waste and recycling left in
the park, more people running, cycling
and walking in the park. Staff responded

well to these issues, ensuring the park
was maintained and kept open for the
community to enjoy.

good quality food at affordable prices, be
family friendly, be environmentally friendly
and offer a range of ways to pay.

Café
The café in the Park continues to be run by
Hoxton Beach on a temporary basis. The
City Corporation will start a tender exercise
in spring next year, with a new lease by
January 2022. From previous engagement
and consultation, we know what you expect
from a park café – it should be passionate
about the local community, cater for all
members of the community by offering

Playground
Thanks to QPARA who donated £3,000
towards the new swings in the sandpit
area – already being well used! We have
a project to redevelop the sandpit area
over the next couple of years. Our aim is
to modernise and make it fit for purpose
for the 21st Century. This project will cost
over £100,000. Funding will be from
donations and other funding streams.
A funding page is being set up, with further
information to follow when this is live.

CORRIB TO BECOME MUSIC COLLEGE? Judy Wilcox
Hopes are rising that a new use has been
found for the Corrib – empty now for
over five years. Over the last 12 months
the Institute of Contemporary Music
and Performance (ICMP) has been in
negotiations with the owner. It has now
reached an agreement to take over the
lease of the whole building on Salusbury
Road for use as recording studios,
classrooms, practice spaces and a small
music venue. This will complement their
existing college on Dyne Road.
At the same time the college has been in
discussions with Brent Council about a
change of planning use from A4 (drinking
establishment) to D1 (education) and a
planning application has now been made.
ICMP has also attended a QPARA meeting
to share their plans, had several Zoom
meetings with the Corrib Focus group
and one with Hopefield Avenue residents.
Feedback from these consultations has
been very positive and the October
QPARA meeting, attended by 88 members,
supported the application although
we remain committed to ensuring the
existing S106, a legal means of ensuring
continuation of community use, is protected.
The college anticipates that it will be open
to students for the majority of the year. It
has been working closely with QPARA to

Park during lockdown –
photos John Morrison

agree access by local community groups at
weekends and up to two evenings a week,
as well as working with local schools and
with annual events like the Queen’s Park
Book Festival.
If planning consent is granted, building
work could begin early next year on the
ground floor with the building open to
students by September 2021. More work
will continue on the remainder of the
building over the following two years.
In 2015 QPARA successfully applied for
‘Asset of Community Value’ status (ACV),
which protected community uses in the
building. The Corrib focus group worked
hard to help find potential occupiers,
including pubs and, more recently, local
organisations, but the high cost of leasing
or buying the building was a deterrent.
So the fact that the college is committed
to taking a long lease and developing the
building as an education establishment for
young people is very welcome.
Despite vigorous opposition from the
owners’ lawyers, QPARA successfully
obtained renewal of the ACV status in July
of this year. This will now run until August
2025 ensuring the Corrib will continue to
provide a much-needed community facility
into the future.

Woodland Walk Management Plan
We are planning some design
improvements and changes to
management and maintenance.
London in Bloom
Queen’s Park received a gold award in the
London In Bloom Large Park category 2020.

THE LEXI – BACK SOON Carin von Drehle
Nine days – that was how long the Lexi
Cinema had been reopened before fire
dramatically closed its doors again.
Extensive preparations for a safe and relaxed
return to business post-quarantine went up
in smoke, literally, when an electrical fault
sparked a blaze in the box office at the
beginning of October. Thankfully no one was
on site, and no damage was done to other
properties due to the great response from
Willesden Green Fire Station.
Where fire didn’t reach, smoke did, so
much so that what doesn’t need rebuilding
will need to be replaced. Work on the new
Screen 2/Community Hub, which had its
ground breaking in July, may briefly take
a back seat to the restoration work as the
builders already on site cover both jobs.
Once the insurance has signed off, the
rebuild can proceed quite quickly, and the
Lexi hopes to be back on-screen again before
too many more great films are missed!

DIARY DATES 2020/2021
QPARA MONTHLY MEETINGS 2020/2021
All welcome, 12th November – AGM, then
10th December 14th January and second
Thursday of every month except August when
there is no meeting. At the moment meetings
are held on Zoom at 8pm. Members will be
contacted prior to the meeting with the
agenda and registration details. Guests
wishing to attend should contact:
qparamail@gmail.com.
When Covid restrictions are lifted, meetings
will take place as usual at St Anne’s,
Salusbury Road, 7.30pm for tea/coffee,
meetings start at 8pm. To check, visit our
website www.qpark.org.uk
NEXT YEAR’S EVENTS: SHAKESPEARE
IN THE SQUARES Susan Fletcher

We very much hope to bring our exciting
production of The Tempest to Queen’s Park on
Saturday 19 June 2021, subject to whatever
rules are then in place about social
distancing and Covid security. We are so
grateful to Richard Gentry for this vote of
confidence.

QUEEN’S PARK BOOK FESTIVAL
The Book Festival will be back next year –
save the date: the weekend of 26th/27th
June 2021. This year’s event was cancelled
because of the pandemic, but the organisers
promise that next year’s festival will return
with ‘renewed energy and vitality – a vital
celebration to which you are all warmly
invited.’ You can catch up with highlights of
last year’s festival on YouTube – search for
Queens’s Park Book Festival – and stay in
touch via queensparkbookfestival.co.uk.

QUEEN’S PARK DAY 2021
We very much hope that Queen’s Park day
will be back next year – save the date
12th September, 12-5.30pm.

NEWS FROM ST ANNE’S
Mother Christine

In July St Anne’s and St Andrews’s held
a service which marked the closure of St
Andrew’s United Reformed Congregation.
We celebrated its time as the local nonconformist church in the Queen’s Park Area,
supporting many local families for nearly
125 years.
This also marked the end of the Local
Ecumenical Partnership, sharing the building
between St Andrew’s and St Anne’s Church
of England congregations. This positive
relationship began in 1997 and its highlight
was our joint project – the London Inter
Faith Centre (LIFC). In July we celebrated
the work of LIFC which also came to an
end. While the LIFC has closed, St Anne’s
remains committed to our neighbours as well
as fostering good inter faith relationships,
locally and beyond.
St Anne’s Church continues to worship in
the building as well as host local groups
and events. At the moment social distancing
guidance means generally they are for
education or health. But we are trying to
ensure that there are still some places for
people to meet - but it is getting harder.
(and involves lots more cleaning)!!

QUEEN’S PARK KEEPS ON SINGING!
The activities of the thriving amateur choirs
in and around Queen’s Park have been
restricted by Covid – but they are finding
inventive ways round the problems.
Queen’s Park Singers tell how they had to
abandon ambitious plans to stage Bach’s
St John Passion with professional soloists
and a period-instrument orchestra. But they
bounced back with virtual rehearsals of
short pieces recorded by conductor Oliver
Till and accompanist Hamish Brown. Over
the summer the choir ran online workshops
covering pitching, rhythm and vocal
technique. Preparations have now begun for
a performance of Fauré’s Requiem in Spring
with the London Medical Orchestra. And the
choir hopes to sing carols round the park as
usual in the days leading up to Christmas –
subject to whatever restrictions are in force
then. New members are always welcome,
see: queensparksingers.org.uk
ParkLife Singers report that they are
continuing to ‘meet’ on Monday evenings,
for a reduced session of one hour. Most of
the choir take part via Zoom but Louise, the
director, meets two singers in person, Covid
rules permitting, so that members can hear
most of the parts in each song, joining in
from home. There is a warm up involving
breathing and stretching which choir
members are finding very helpful during the
current time. You can find more information
at parklifesingers.weeby.com or email
Louise at parklifesingers@gmail.com
All Sing! Harrow Road Community Choir
tells that the choir was due to celebrate
its 10-year anniversary with a concert at
the Wigmore Hall back in March when
Covid-19 forced a postponement. But
the choir has continued to meet on Zoom
with its musical director and accompanist.
It’s a different experience but still a very
enjoyable one, giving members the
opportunity to continue singing and learning
new songs. The choir has always fulfilled
an important role in the recreation and
leisure activities of many of its members –
singing brings many health and wellbeing
benefits - more important than ever in the
current situation. For more information
see allsingchoir.wordpress.com or email
allsingchoir@gmail.com

NEWS FROM LONSDALE
MEDICAL GROUP Deborah Ungar
There have been many changes at LMG since
the merger with the Blessing and Park House
practices, including how to get appointments,
which the Practice recognises is still an issue.
There is a comprehensive LMG Autumn
newsletter which can be found on the website
lonsdalemedicalcentre.nhs.uk. On the home
page click the link ‘Patient Update Autumn
2020’, which scrolls across the page. The
next meeting of the LMG Patient Participation
Group (on Zoom) will be in January. If you
would like to attend contact Keith Anderson
kna@mistral.co.uk to be put on the list
and if you want a copy of the newsletter.

ST ANNE’S
BRONDESBURY

Confidently sharing the love of Christ
We are still here!
St Anne’s, your local Church of England Church
Every Sunday at 9.30am
Tea and Chat 2pm Friday
125 Salusbury Road NW6 6RG 020 7372 6864
www.st-annes-brondesbury.org.uk
motherchristinenw6@gmail.com

BOXING FITNESS
ACADEMY
WITH BENDERA,
ABA BOXING COACH

Learn basic skills and
techniques of boxing
for health, fitness and
weight loss. Training
in Queen’s Park and
Paddington Rec.

SPECIAL OFFER

with prepaid 3 sessions:
1. free boxing gloves
2. free skipping rope
3. £10 discount
Bookings 07881 634 126

QUEEN’S PARK YOGA
Yoga • Pilates • therapies • café

Intro offers: £40 for 30 days of yoga
£25 for 2 reformer pilates classes
info@yogaloftlondon.com

3 Lonsdale Road
27 Beethoven Street
yogaloftlondon.com

020 7625 2645
020 3904 0445

FLU JAB REMINDER
The flu season is here! This year it matters
more than ever - to ease the burden on
the NHS and to protect yourself if you are
high on the risk list for Covid-19. National
stocks are low, but the Lonsdale Medical
Group hopes to restart Saturday clinics in
November and most local pharmacies are
expecting new supplies.

QPARA MEMBERSHIP
For information about joining,
please go to this link on our website
www.qpark.org.uk/join-us
or email our Membership Secretary at
qpmembership@gmail.com
Annual £10 (£5 concessions)
Annual standing order £8 (£4 concs)
Life membership £100 (£50 concs)
Standing Orders
Contact Membership Secretary for
details.
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