News

Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association
CORRIB TO BE MUSIC COLLEGE
QPARA PROTECTS COMMUNITY USE

There is good news about the Corrib
Rest building on Salusbury Rd, which has
been empty for six years. It will become
a music college, part of ICMP, the Institute
of Contemporary Music and Performance,
providing a range of professional music
courses, including undergraduate and
Master’s degrees. ICMP has signed a 20year lease with the owners.
When the building was a pub it provided
valuable community space for meetings,
classes and events. QPARA has worked
tirelessly, often in difficult circumstances, to
protect this – ensuring that its formal status as
an Asset of Community Value will continue.
Once it became clear that no pub operator
could afford to take on a lease at the rate
on offer, we supported ICMP’s planning
application to develop the whole building
as a music college. We have worked
closely with them to ensure space will still
be made available for community use. A

STREETSCAPE PLANS
Kensal Corridor Latest
The long wait for work to start on the Kensal
Corridor improvements might be ending.
The plan to improve Chamberlayne Rd –
with wider pavements and new trees, and
parking/loading moved into designated bays,
all paid for by TfL – ran into funding problems.
But now there are hints that part of the scheme
around Kensal Rise station and Station Terrace
could start in the coming months.  

May 2021
RETHINK ON LOW TRAFFIC
NEIGHBOURHOODS

Judy Wilcox

‘Community Use Agreement’, replacing the
more familiar ‘s106 agreement’, has been
put in place by the council and the college to
ensure community access will continue.
The redevelopment project is planned to
take place in four phases with the first phase
starting soon and the first students admitted in
September. There is a lot of building work to
do before then – a recording studio, postproduction facilities and other studios will be
constructed on the ground floor with high levels
of soundproofing. Further development including
classrooms, technical suites and a flexible
performance space, is planned over the next
few years with projected completion in 2024.
Community Hire. When redevelopment is
finished, there will be a performance space
available for hire at weekends, and two
classrooms available for hire twice a week in
the evenings. Costs will be comparable with
rates at local Council amenities. The College
will have a no alcohol rule, which means no
hire for parties, weddings etc.
A Community Use Management Committee,
with three college staff and two members of the
community, including QPARA, will be set up
before the college opens this September. This
committee will be responsible for overseeing
the use by community groups and will consider
new requests.
It’s good to know that the building will once
again become an asset to Queen’s Park and
we look forward to the college becoming part
of our community.

Transport and Streetscape Group

QPARA’s opposition to a plan to close
some key roads in our area without proper
consultation has helped force a rethink. Under
the Low Traffic Neighbourhood (LTN) scheme,
councils receive funding to close roads to cut
traffic without prior dialogue with communities,
only consulting afterwards. QPARA and other
groups argued strongly for prior discussion of
options. Now we hear that Brent’s retained
consultants, Living Streets, will consult local
associations before plans are relaunched soon.

KEMPE ROAD ART
Children in Kempe Road got creative during
the half-term lockdown in February to put on
an Art Show. The artwork was displayed in
front windows at the end of the week and
there was a home-baked treat for everyone
who took part.

Transport and Streetscape Group

Keslake Pocket Park
In the meantime QPARA has worked
with Keslake Road residents on ideas to
reshape the planters at the junction with
Chamberlayne Rd to help combat anti-social
behaviour. Brent organised a working group
and commissioned a new design which
won the strong backing of residents after
consultation. Funding for this scheme could
come from the Brent NCIL (Neighbourhood
Community Infrastructure Levy). The plan
would create a fresher and safer open
space with better lighting and visibility, plus
improved cycle storage.

Carlton Vale Revamp
Just outside QPARA’s border, Brent
is consulting on further changes to
Carlton Vale. The overall scheme starts
by Queen’s Park station and runs to the
junction with Kilburn Park Road, but the
main focus at present is the central section
of Carlton Vale through South Kilburn.
Plans include enhanced green spaces,
lines of trees and improvements for
pedestrians and cyclists. This may
include realigning the cycle lanes onto
the north side only – rather than one
lane on each side.

This newsletter is produced and delivered to all households and places of business in the area, free of charge, by the Queen’s Park Area Residents’ Association.
QPARA is a non-sectarian, non-political, non-profit making community organisation established to promote a better quality of life in the Queen’s Park area.

www.qpark.org.uk

queensparkresidents

@Qparkres

MORE TREES: HAPPIER STREETS
Alison Moulding and Amanda Rubin-Lewis,
QPARA Street Tree Officers.

You will have seen some new trees recently
planted on our streets and others will arrive in
the autumn planting season. Please keep an
eye on the new trees while they are young and
vulnerable and water them where possible.
Very generous local residents have sponsored
around 30 trees whilst Brent has paid for
10. Our thanks go to all residents who have
worked so hard on this project. If you would
like to sponsor a street tree please contact
alisonmeinel@hotmail.com.

Tree watering bag - please water through slit

POLICING UPDATE Janis Denselow

PAVEMENT PROBLEMS

QPARA Chair Virginia Brand

Pavements may be boring but they are an
unsung staple of an attractive and functioning
urban environment. In an area of laid-out
terraces, such as we enjoy, you cannot leave
your home without stepping onto one. That
is why they are so heavily used and need to
combine utility with a pleasing aesthetic. They
are an integral feature of the urban scene,
especially in Conservation Areas such as
Queen’s Park and Kilburn.
Hitherto in this, as in many aspects of
conserving and enhancing our public realm,
we as an Association have seen ourselves as
supporters of Brent Council. We worked with
them on the design and implementation of
an improved streetscape for lower Salusbury
Road, providing and maintaining planters as
well as a seat and commending the excellent
paving slabs used in the scheme. In 2020
we submitted and discussed with Councillors
a paper explaining why any replacement of
paving slabs with asphalt in this area would
be damaging, not to say irrational. We
thought that this was accepted.

Our current local Police Safer Neighbourhood
Team (SNT) is:
• PCSO Ali Dogan who has been with us
		 for many years
• Police Sergeant Dave Close (covering
		 our ward and 2 others)
• Police Constable Dale Channer
• Police Constable Kelly Drake
• Police Constable Benjamin Poole
The team’s priorities include combatting Anti
Social Behaviour (Drug Offences); Robbery
(especially involving the more elderly where
people are distracted while the crime occurs
- the so called “hugger-mugger” technique);
and cycle theft from bike hangars. The SNT
meet local residents and councillors in ward
panel meetings – recently via Zoom. If you are
concerned about crime and/or want to join
the local ward panel contact richard_gentry@
hotmail.com
A new initiative, Street Watch, focuses on
reassuring young people on their way home
from school. Volunteers wearing high visibility
jackets and lanyards patrol the side streets
around QPCS 3.30-4.30pm. If you are
interested in volunteering please contact PC
Dale Channer brentqueenspark.snt@met.
police.uk.
The Police Station on the corner of Salusbury
and Harvist roads is still closed to the
public. It now houses various police teams
including admin. It needs a lot more care to
improve its neglected external appearance –
notwithstanding the QPARA-donated planters
and volunteer waterers!

KEVIN BARRETT
We are sad to report the death of Kevin Barrett,
pictured here in his beloved Triumph Stag.
Kevin was born in Queen’s Park and a longtime resident, a valued member of QPARA, our
trees specialist and sometime Vice Chair.

Brondesbury Road asphalting begins

PLANNING NEWS Richard Johnson
The former takeaway next to the Tube is now
in residential use. We may see more of this
as changes in planning rules from August 1st
make it easier for businesses (shops, banks,
etc) to become homes. Full planning permission
for this change of use is not needed, although
prior approval must be obtained.
Other recent Queen’s Park issues:
• 4a Lonsdale Road has applied for a music
		 and drinking licence seven days a week
		 until midnight. QPARA has asked for
		 controls to prevent misuse. Our concerns
		 about the impact of new music and drink
		 licences here to the detriment of the
		 character of the road has been noted.
• 111-115 Salusbury Rd, former HQ of the
		 AMC cable network, has planning
		 permission to build two extra floors
		 containing eight flats – but there is some
		 doubt over whether or not the work will
		 go ahead.
Don’t forget that in the Conservation Area:
• satellite dishes are not permitted on the
		 front of houses
• dustbins/recycling bin enclosures in the
		 front of properties require permission
• skips and material deliveries have to
		 be approved
• party wall surveys must be offered by
		 developers of work on adjoining houses
• permission is needed for pavement
		 crossovers
Contact planningenforcement@brent.gov.
uk about potential breaches.

Imagine our perplexity when in late February
residents in Brondesbury Road reported
receiving letters indicating that asphalting of
their pavement would begin in early March.
It took a few days for this news to reach the
QPARA Streetscape Group who were then
invited and “dis-invited” by the Leader’s
Office from a Zoom with residents. Led by
Alison Brooks and Flavia Rittner, the residents
had produced masses of research and
polled all affected, revealing near universal
hostility to the plans. QPARA complained
formally about the process and has had
an apology from Brent’s Chief Executive.
However there is no sign of any change of
heart on the policy which seems to have
morphed from asphalt as a norm, except
generally in Conservation Areas, to asphalt
at all costs and riding roughshod over both
the reasoned evidence and passionate
convictions of the residents affected. Those
in nearby Clifford Gardens, Kensal Rise,
have been treated in the same way with
no answers to their call for the evidence on
which the asphalt policy is based.
We remain deeply perplexed as to why
the Council refuses to have any sensible
dialogue with Associations and residents’
groups. We cannot understand why it seems
determined to trash the environment which
it and Associations have previously striven
to conserve and enhance. We believe that
there is an urgent need to make all our
streets safe and attractive for walking. There
are a number of ways to secure this without
plastering footways with asphalt. Will the
Council please listen to its residents?

NOTES FROM THE PARK MANAGER
Richard Gentry

Restoration work is under way following the
increased footfall and associated ground
compaction and erosion over the last 12
months as more visitors have made use of
the park during the pandemic.
Tennis and Pitch and Putt have re-opened.
Coaching courses for tennis beginners
and improvers can be booked at www.
playtenniscityoflondon.com. The Farm has reopened with a one-way system.
We are fundraising for the redevelopment of
the Children’s Sandpit, a link to the donation
page can be found at www.cityoflondon.gov.
uk/queenspark We aim to raise £100,000 to
deliver this much needed project. So far we
have raised £2,300.

We have smart new signs at the entrances
to the park. You’ll notice on each sign there
are three random words (for example, at the
Chevening Road gate: only.farm. friday). These
relate to the ‘what3words app’. This divides
the world into 3-metre squares and gives each
square a unique combination of three words. It
enables very precise location identification.
For events in the park – see back page.

THE JOY OF DOGS

WHY THE PARK WOODLAND
WALK HAS CLOSED Robin Sharp

Steve Crabb

One in ten UK households have welcomed
a new pet into their home during COVID,
and London has seen the biggest increase
in dog ownership in the country. As one
of those proud families that now include a
‘lockdown puppy’, we have no regrets. Our
Whippet, Xander, is extremely loving, makes
sure we get regular exercise and sparks
spontaneous conversations with random
strangers everywhere we go (usually fellow
dog-walkers but not always). He’s given us a
new purpose that has been really helpful in
getting through this past winter.
He’s also opened our eyes to things we
were oblivious to before. The ubiquitous litter
on our streets (and increasingly in the park
as the weather warms up), so much of which
can be fatal to animals. The increasing
amount of dog waste left by a minority of
owners who are often more interested in
their phones than their canine companions.
The drivers who think speed limits only
apply to other people. The urban myths that
swirl around our own community (like the

erroneous belief that the pitch and putt had
become a leash-free zone). And above all,
what a blessing Queen’s Park is – something
we hadn’t fully appreciated since our children
were small.
And there are so many other wonderful places
to walk dogs in this part of London, including
(for those who prefer to go leash free) nearby
Tiverton Green.
So thank you, Xander, for keeping us sane
and maybe making us a bit more responsible
and reflective citizens.

QUEEN’S PARK’S OTHER OPEN SPACE
Many Queen’s Park residents looking for
a new place to take their lockdown walks
have been discovering Paddington Old
Cemetery, the wonderfully atmospheric
Victorian burial ground between Salusbury
Rd and Willesden Lane (where the entrance
is). It dates from 1855 and some big names
are buried there, among them the creator
of Paddington Bear, Michael Bond (whose
gravestone has been decorated with tiny
Paddington Bear models by fans). Brent
Council owns the cemetery and the Friends
of Paddington Old Cemetery (FOPOC) are
a group of local residents and supporters
who are working for its preservation,
conservation and restoration for the public
benefit.

Barrie Newton

The cemetery includes some fine Victorian
Gothic buildings, notably two Grade II listed
chapels. They are currently in a sad state
of repair – but help is on the way. FOPOC
have secured a grant of £25,000, mostly for
work on the gutters and roofs, to make both
chapels waterproof and safe.
FOPOC also report that new native species of
trees will be planted in the autumn to replace
the many lost over the past 20 years. The wild
flower meadow will remain, and Brent has
been asked to reduce the amount of mowing.
A bowser is to be bought to make watering
easier, especially in areas a long way from
the taps.
The cemetery is still used for burials and
FOPOC is anxious that appropriate respect
is shown to those who have family or friends
buried there. There are too many cars
currently using the cemetery and they are
often driven too fast. There is a plan to close
some of the smaller paths to vehicles.
FOPOC relies totally on volunteers, so if you
enjoy gardening (even only at the labouring
level), are interested in local history or simply
want to help preserve this beautiful open
space, do join FOPOC. You can check the
website www.fopoc.com or find out more
from friendsofpoc@gmail.com.

WHATSAPP STREET GROUPS FLOURISH Keith Anderson
In parallel with QPARA’s long-established
Street Rep network, many local streets now
have a dedicated WhatsApp street group.
There are 36 (and growing) across QP and
Kilburn Wards. They’re hyper-local, with two
or even three groups on longer roads.
Some are self-started, but I’ve helped many
to mobilise, after my own group on central
Victoria Road launched very successfully last
March.
They are essentially about helping neighbours
get more connected. No politics or religion,
no joke videos. Anything from recommending

You have probably noticed that the popular
Woodland Walk in the park is closed. Why?
Well, nature is resilient, but only up to a
point. In its present form the Walk dates from
2000, restoring the original park layout of a
figure-of-eight path around two circular fields.
That design was lost in 1966 when the pitch
and putt course was created absorbing the
woodland northern path by Chevening Rd.
The idea of the new Walk was to promote
nature conservation and to restore the original
possibility of a walk around the whole park.
Display panels about birds and insects were
put up by the wandering dirt path, nest boxes
were fixed on trees and dead tree trunks were
left to encourage beetles.
For a time this concept worked well. However
even before Covid-19 the footfall of walkers
and joggers had increased substantially both
on and off the path. Various secondary paths
were created, often by children, who enjoyed
running and playing in this informal area.
Unfortunately these secondary paths reduced
what might have been interesting undergrowth
or wildflowers to bare trampled earth,
interspersed with brambles.

tradespeople, lost pets, borrowing tools,
gifting unwanted items after decluttering…
to security alerts, defending threatened trees,
debating Low Traffic proposals and supporting
local Food Banks. And planning social
gatherings once restrictions permit!
Each is fully independent, but they are linked
for communication and information sharing
by the “StreetLinks” WhatsApp group, which I
coordinate.
To join your own Street Group (or start
one if it’s not there yet) please email me at
streetgroups@mistral.co.uk.

In early 2020 a City-sponsored consultants’
report highlighted the problems and
opportunities. This has now triggered the
formation of a Woodland Walk Working
Group (WWWG) to advise Richard Gentry,
the Park Manager, on the restoration and
enhancement of the area. Our provisional
view is that the Walk should close for a
considerable period to allow the habitat to be
restored and a new access regime devised.
What flowers, birds, insects and butterflies
we might hope to see there in due course and
how this might be achieved are challenges for
future meetings of the WWWG. Please
do let us know what you would like to
see in the Woodland Walk area, email
queens.park@cityoflondon.gov.uk.

Innovative Architectural
Practice based in
Queen’s Park

020 3290 1003
mail@risedesignstudio.co.uk

DIARY DATES 2021
QPARA MONTHLY MEETINGS 2021
All welcome, Thursday 13th May, then
10th June and second Thursday of every month
except August when there is no meeting. At
the moment meetings are held on Zoom at
8pm. Members will be contacted prior to the
meeting with the agenda and registration
details. Guests wishing to attend should
contact: qparamail@gmail.com.
When Covid restrictions are lifted, meetings
will take place as usual at St Anne’s, Salusbury
Road, 7.30pm for refreshments, meetings start
at 8pm. To check visit www.qpark.org.uk
EVENTS IN QUEEN’S PARK

Sat 29th May – Sun 6th June, Children’s
Fairground, government regulations permitting
and with Covid safety measures in place.
Park staff will closely monitor how further
events in the Park (eg performances on the
bandstand) can be safely re-introduced. For
future events, see www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/
queenspark and posters in the park.

SHAKESPEARE IN THE SQUARES
Shakespeare in the Squares has reluctantly
concluded that continuing Covid restrictions
make this summer’s tour of The Tempest too
difficult to stage as we would wish. We hope
to return to the Queen’s Park Quiet Garden in
June 2022 with a spectacular show.

QUEEN’S PARK DAY 2021
The organising committee, after much
discussion, has taken the hard decision to
cancel this popular and busy event this year.
We look forward to returning better than ever
in 2022.

QUEEN’S PARK BOOK FESTIVAL
Sat 18th – Sun 19th September We are
delighted to confirm that the festival will be
returning this year on the weekend of 18th
and 19th September. We will have a full
programme of fantastic authors and artists,
plus a festival bar with food and drink for you
to enjoy. Tickets will be on sale in June and
will be in high demand! see
queensparkbookfestival.co.uk.

QUEEN’S PARK SINGERS
Sun 27th June, subject to Covid restrictions,
joint concert with London Medical Orchestra,
6.30pm, St Mellitus Church near Finsbury Park,
N4 3AG, includes Faure’s Requiem. We are
delighted to be preparing to perform again
and if you would like to join us singing,
rehearsals begin Sun 23rd May. Contact
membership@queensparksingers.org.uk

CELEBRATING LOCAL HEROES OF
QUEEN’S PARK, NW6
An initiative by St Anne’s Church

We would like to celebrate all those who
have contributed to our local area over the
past 12 months. Those who have delivered
food, phoned the lonely, worked in Frontline
Services or helped their neighbours. All
those nominated will have their photo
and contribution displayed as part of a
public exhibition at St Anne’s Church 125
Salusbury Road in June 2021. You must ask
the nominee’s permission before submitting
their name and photo. Nominations must be
received by 20th May 2021. At the end of
the exhibition the displayed poster of each
nominee will be presented to them. On the
last weekend in June, government guidance
permitting, there will be an event to both
celebrate these contributions and mark the

passing of those we have lost. Nomination
forms can be collected from the church
or downloaded from the website
st-annes-brondesbury.org.uk.

QPARA SUPPORTS LOCAL GROUPS
Mike Cantor

Under its constitution, QPARA can make yearly
donations of up to £1000 to local charities
and not for profit organisations. In early March
2020 QPARA approved four applications, but
unfortunately only two of them were able to
proceed:
Brent Centre for Young People received £1000
to help provide talking therapy to a young
person in the Queen’s Park Ward. In March
this year BCYP told us they supported 162
young people struggling with mental health
difficulties. Fifty three of these came from
Queen’s Park ward and two were specifically
supported with the QPARA funding.
St Laurence’s Larder and Open Kitchen received
£620 to buy a new fridge - freezer. SLLOK,
reported that because of Covid 19 restrictions
they have been providing a takeaway service
to homeless and marginalised people. The new
refrigerator provided an increased safe space
to store home cooked meals overnight.
The two other projects to which we offered
funding weren’t able to go ahead because of
the pandemic. These were:
Shakespeare in the Squares – who asked for
£1000 to support a production of The Tempest
in Queen’s Park and;
Big Top Chorus – who asked for £1000 to
support a music-theatre piece celebrating the
origins of Queen’s Park to be staged in a
marquee in the park.

GIFT YOUR NEIGHBOUR Clare Carter
Gift Your Neighbour – the food initiative
started during the first lockdown – is a year
old and still providing ‘no questions asked’
weekly grocery bags to more than 250 local
recipients. Food poverty nationwide has
increased over the last year and demand in
London has risen sharply.
Locally, there has been neighbourly kindness
and community spirit; bringing together groups
formal and informal – Salusbury World,
Laurence’s Larder, The Granville Centre,
residents’ associations, schools, community
kitchens, mutual aid and church groups,
businesses and individuals who just want to
help. The Gift Your Neighbour hub is currently
at 131 Salusbury Road (near the junction with
Chevening Road and Winchester Avenue).
If you have groceries to donate please take
them at about 12.30 on Monday lunchtime.
Or set up a direct debit? Find out more:
www.kensalqueenspark.com or
@kensalqueenspark on Instagram

ST ANNE’S
BRONDESBURY

Confidently sharing the love of Christ
We are still here!
St Anne’s, your local Church of England Church
Every Sunday at 9.30am
Tea and Chat 2pm Friday
125 Salusbury Road NW6 6RG 020 7372 6864
www.st-annes-brondesbury.org.uk
motherchristinenw6@gmail.com

Private exclusive training space for Personal Trainers
- Bookable by the hour
- Flexible & commitment free
- Personal Training also available
Contact Michael 07774 700 785
michael@fitnessworkspace.co.uk

We’re re-opening on 17th May!

Come and get your first 30 days of yoga,
pilates and meditation for just £40.

3 Lonsdale Road
27 Beethoven Street
yogaloftlondon.com

020 7625 2645
020 3904 0445

ABDI 07405 957 103

The personal trainer to get you back in shape
Works online, travels to your home, happy to work
in your park or in any branch of Nuffield Gym
Active IQ Level 3 Certificate
in Personal Training.
Active IQ Level 2 Certificate
in Fitness Instructing.
Registered by Ofqual.
abdi930105@gmail.com

‘Abdi really helped me get back in shape
for my football.’ Moses Seitler, 25,
plays with Hendon United Sports Club
‘Abdi has got me up and moving and
I no longer suffer from aching
joints. I am fully committed
to my weekly training.’
Belinda Drake, 62.

QPARA MEMBERSHIP
For information about joining,
please go to this link on our website
www.qpark.org.uk/join-us
or email our Membership Secretary at
qpmembership@gmail.com
Annual £10 (£5 concessions)
Annual standing order £8 (£4 concs)
Life membership £100 (£50 concs)
Standing Orders
Contact Membership Secretary for details.
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