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QPARA AGM – MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
QPARA exists to “promote a better quality
of life in the Queen’s Park area” and this
newsletter highlights some of the many
ways we do that. The article below shows
how we are responding to the challenge of
how best to move around in a capital city
while also making sure the air is cleaner
for all. We’re doing this work through our
Transport and Streetscape group, chaired
by Robin Sharp, producing data and hard
evidence to inform the debate.
QPARA depends on the hard work of
all our focus groups and those who lead
them. Other examples – the work led by
Peter Hay with residents of Keslake Road
on improvements at the junction with
Chamberlayne (see p 3); QPARA’s campaign
to stop Brent from laying asphalt rather than
paving stones on our pavements, work ably
led by Flavia Rittner (see p 2); or QPARA’s
street tree group, which has produced an
incredible map of the trees in our area (see
p 2). And, not strictly QPARA territory,
but close to our area, Keith Anderson’s
energetic campaign to stop the overdevelopment of Kilburn Square (see p 2).

Queen’s Park Day, and Open Gardens and
Studios to be back - and hope this will be
possible next year.
Despite all the challenges of Covid we
have found a new form online via Zoom. This
would have been impossible without the skill
and patience of QPARA’s Secretary, Mark
Norbury - a title that does not do justice to his
enormous input. Please come to the AGM on
November 11th which will be held on Zoom
(see Diary Dates back page). Let us know if
you would like to join a Focus Group or stand
for election as an officer.

QPARA PUSHES FOR OPEN DISCUSSIONS BEFORE
KEY ROADS ARE CLOSED QPARA Transport and Streetscape Group

Salusbury Road peak traffic

Lastly, I would like to thank everyone in
QPARA for all their support as I end my
time as Chair. The term has been extended
beyond the normal three year period
because of Covid but now it’s time for a
new chair so that QPARA may continue to
flourish as the dedicated, democratic and
properly constituted association that it is.

At last – after six years, a new use for the
former Corrib Rest building, now occupied
by ICMP – the Institute of Contemporary
Music and Performance. Our previous
chair, Janis Denselow and the Corrib Focus
group led a six-year campaign to keep the
Corrib building an “Asset of Community
Value”, and now it will contain appropriate
spaces for community use. Their work is
well rewarded with the arrival of ICMP, a
valuable addition to the mixture of culture,
education, retail, business and residential
that make Salusbury Road so vibrant.

It was wonderful to see Queen’s Park Book
Festival back in the park. And we long for

QPARA is still pushing for open discussions
with Brent before any new proposals for
Low Traffic Neighbourhoods (LTNs) are
published. LTNs could close some key
roads in Queen’s Park to motor traffic from
January. The original plans for LTN19
(Queen’s Park with part of Brondesbury
Park) and LTN 20 (west Kilburn) were
put on hold when residents, QPARA and
nearby associations protested about

Virginia Brand, QPARA Chair

the lack of prior consultation. What is
happening now?.
To be clear: QPARA has long campaigned
for less traffic and lower pollution levels in our
area, producing data and evidence to inform
the debate. Increasing congestion, especially
during school run and peak hours, is a growing
concern. So we reviewed the LTN proposals
in detail through a special working group.
In July Brent re-issued the original LTN
proposals and this time launched a “public
engagement” process. This was run by
consultants from Living Streets, a group that
campaigns for more walking and cycling.
QPARA encouraged members and other
residents to comment, despite some concerns
over the impartiality of the consultants.
QPARA’s view – shared by many residents
– is that the majority of suggestions in the
original proposals are fraught with problems.

Despite the best efforts of Living Streets,
no option resolved the key conundrum
– closing some roads in our area would
simply displace through traffic on to our
already overloaded boundary roads –
Chamberlayne, Salusbury, Harvist
and Brondesbury.
Might solutions lie in measures to stem
traffic flowing not just through Queen’s
Park but through this part of North London
– a much wider issue? QPARA has pressed
Brent to explore this for many years.
Where next? During October, Living
Streets discussed their findings with Brent’s
Highways teams – but without residents’
associations like QPARA being part of the
process, despite asking to be included.
The Council’s intent is to identify options,
then consult on them in November/
December. Pilot schemes could follow in
January. Going to press we do not know
what options will be progressed. Join our
monthly QPARA meetings to hear news!
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A WARM WELCOME AND HOT
FOOD FOR THOSE STRUGGLING
TO MAKE ENDS MEET
Clare Bennett Carter

The Larder or Laurence’s Larder as it used to
be called, was started in 2012 by Stephen
Chamberlain, an Anglican clergyman in
Brent, in response to hunger and homelessness
caused by austerity. Using space in the
church hall at Christ Church with St Laurence,
he founded a community kitchen where
volunteers would gather to cook and serve hot
food to guests and provide a brief respite from
a harsh and sometimes homeless life.
With local support, some grants from Brent
and great volunteers, the Larder grew to
provide a three-course lunch twice a week,
hot showers, a clothes bank and most
importantly of all, a warm welcome.
Ten years on, The Larder is going through a
transitional period. Briefly forced to close by
lockdown, The Larder re-opened in September
2020 to provide take-away food and food
parcels. Father Stephen has now retired and
there is a new manager, Sarah Akinwunmi,
who has a background of community action
and is passionate about helping people from
challenging and disadvantaged backgrounds
and empowering them to have a better
quality of life.
Currently, The Larder is providing take-away
cooked meals, food parcels, showers and a
clothes bank service on Thursdays and hopes
to reopen the community kitchen by the end
of the year to provide sit down hot lunches.
The Larder needs volunteers: drivers, admin
or food bank assistants and servers. Or, if
you could commit to a regular donation, it
would be so appreciated. Find out more by
using the social media handles below.
The Larder: 169 Willesden Lane,
London, NW6 7BG:
www.laurenceslarder.org.uk
info@laurenceslarder.org.uk
Twitter: @StLaurencesNW6
Instagram: Laurenceslarder

KILBURN SQUARE HOUSING EXPANSION PLANS TO BE REDUCED
Keith Anderson, Chair, Kilburn Village Residents’ Association

Readers will be familiar with the Kilburn
Square estate behind McDonalds. It’s
managed as a Co-op by residents but owned
by Brent Council, which has a long waiting
list and ambitious targets for building new
affordable homes. The Council wants to
increase the housing in Kilburn Square and
24 new flats were completed last year. But
then plans were announced for a further 180
new flats, including a second 17-storey tower
and four more new blocks – two of them
removing green space and mature trees and
encroaching on a playground. This would
mean an increase of over 80% on the 2019
number of flats – raising the prospect of
serious overcrowding.
A Stakeholder Group was formed in January,
linking estate residents with local community
organisations including QPARA, to argue
this was unfair to both current and incoming
residents. A petition calling for a smaller
scheme drew more than 900 signatures.
During July, community consultation by
Brent on the original 180 flats scheme
uncovered almost unanimous opposition.
And independent consultants found “very
little demonstrable support for the Council’s
proposals, or trust in the consultation
process” among estate residents.

NEWS FROM THE AL KHOEI
SCHOOLS Aliya Azam
Pupils from Al Zahra School are involved in
a project called “Dream It, Do It!” This
is an interfaith project training young
women (13-14) from Jewish and Muslim
single faith schools to create a social
action project with training in key areas of
campaigning, funding, graphic-design, and
videography. Once trained, these young
women will be given the opportunity to turn
their dreams into a real project. Our pupils
visited the Hasmonean High School for
Girls in October and their pupils will visit
Al Zahra in November. One example of a
project is “This is me” – raising awareness
of disabilities.

However, the new chapter got off to a
rushed and uneven start. An initial offer to
the residents would cut the tower, but not
preserve the trees and green space – and
not adequately address overcrowding.
Talks have begun to extend the timetable
and make the re-design process
truly collaborative.
You can find out more at
www.brent.gov.uk/kilburnsquareestate
and save-our-square.org

So, after high level discussions, Cllr
Southwood, Cabinet Housing Lead,

STOP THE ASPHALT! Flavia Rittner, Chair BRAAP
Brent Residents Against Asphalt Pavements
– BRAAP – is a growing coalition of 20
associations (including QPARA) and street
groups, formed earlier this year after
Brondesbury Rd residents became aware
of Brent Council’s decision to rip up their
pavements and replace them with asphalt.
Asphalt degrades fast and is unsightly;
production and installation incurs tons of
C02 emissions and thousands of unnecessary
diesel lorry miles. It contributes to urban heat
pollution and its impermeability contributes to
flood risk.
Brent’s process pulverises re-usable paving
slabs and brings them back as substrate
involving yet more C02 emissions. So,

The Larder – food parcel preparation

announced a new chapter in the story:
“We have agreed….to amend the
scheme design. This responds to the
concerns raised by residents around the
proposed new tower, the loss of open
space and the impact of the new homes
on existing services.”

in May, BRAAP asked Brent’s Scrutiny
Committee to re-examine the policy, but
despite the Chair’s promise at the Council
meeting on 12 July that she would be in
touch the next day, there has been silence.
But BRAAP has now learned that Brent will
carry out a ‘review’ of the carbon footprint
of asphalt vs new concrete pavers vs
re-using paving slabs. BRAAP is cautious
about the transparency and objectivity of the
review, not least because Brent has not shared
the remit nor provided evidence to back up
the pro-asphalt FAQs on their website.
BRAAP hopes the review will produce the
common-sense result: to re-use and re-level
existing slabs wherever possible.

STREET TREES UPDATE QPARA Street Tree team
Mixed news from QPARA’s Street Tree Team.
Forty-two trees have been funded by Brent
and generous local donors, however only 21
have been planted so far. We are in regular
communication with the Brent departments
responsible for this so you will see new trees
being planted on your street this winter. These
new trees need a lot of care and attention in
the first years for them to succeed.
Stumps are still a big issue. Seven have
been removed and Brent have committed
to removing the remaining 22. Brent will
be replacing eight trees removed due to
insurance claims.
QPARA Street Tree Team have mapped all
streets so we know where there are stumps
and new trees, and any relevant street

furniture. Please do contact your street rep if
you spot any dying or damaged trees and
with any watering queries.
The QPARA Street Tree team is: Alison
Moulding, Amanda Rubin, Steve Crabb
and Evanthe Blandy.

SUCCESSFUL RELAUNCH OF QUEEN’S PARK
BOOK FESTIVAL Thomas du Plessis, Festival Director
Crowds flocked to the Queen’s Park Book
Festival in September to hear their favourite
authors in a packed weekend of events.
Topics included fiction, memoir, cookery,
sport, current affairs, poetry and comedy.
We celebrated the 150th anniversary of
the life of Charles Dickens (one year late!),
discovered the secret history of Queen’s
Park and welcomed renowned DJ and
debut author Annie Mac to headline the
Saturday main stage. Authors included the
Revd. Richard Coles, multi-million selling
author Ben MacIntyre, the graphic novel
pioneer Posy Simmonds and authors Elif
Shafak, Andrew O’Hagan, Alexandra
Shulman and Howard Jacobson. The
fantastic Community Tent hosted an exciting
programme of local talent, including
Yvonne Bailey-Smith, photographer Roy
Metha, Dr Waheed Arian and Refugee
Stand Up Comedians.

Our thanks go to our to many fantastic
partners, friends and groups who offer
immense support all year round: QPARA,
Queen’s Park and the City of London,
Queen’s Park Books, and our Headline
Sponsors SWAP Architects, who even
designed the beautiful and much improved
festival site!

Next year we will be back on September
17th and 18th. We are going to include
some great food stalls, tea and coffee,
children’s events on both mornings of the
festival and an even bigger gathering space
for the book shop, box office, bar and
book signings.

The festival was grateful once again to
receive funding from the National Lottery
Awards for All in recognition of its vision
and cultural impact in the local area.
The support from Brent 2020 Borough
of Culture was rolled-over to 2021
enabling the festival to relaunch with great
success. The team has received hundreds
of messages of support, feedback and
suggestions for the future of the festival.

KENSAL CORRIDOR LATEST

Richard Johnson QPARA Planning Group

QPARA Transport and Streetscape Group

Lonsdale Road could soon have a makeover.
The properties there are now largely owned
by Akoya, which owns other buildings on
Salusbury Road. Akoya wants to upgrade the
public spaces on Lonsdale Road.

Good news! Work has started on
improvements to Chamberlayne Road in
Brent’s long-planned Kensal Corridor scheme.
The area around Station Terrace at Kensal
Rise is first to get underway, currently being
upgraded with new paving and layouts.
Other improvements will follow, designed
by Brent’s landscape consultants BDP and
consulted on in 2019 (see Brent.gov.uk,
search Kensal Corridor for plans). At the
south end of Chamberlayne (called Kilburn
Lane there) the Westminster-led Harrow Road
junction scheme was completed last year. So
progress all round, though no news yet about
implementing the rest of the Corridor plans
for Chamberlayne. But at least a good start is
being made.

Akoya say they want to retain and
encourage Lonsdale’s ‘village’ character.
There have been discussions about bringing
back the cobbles, and Akoya say pavements
and walkways will not be asphalted. Trees,
seating and green planting would allow
businesses to use outside areas and for
community events to take place. There are
no plans for extra floor developments of
existing buildings and the existing diverse
architectural details will be retained.

I’ve recently started researching Queen’s Park
in WW2 and I’d be grateful for any insights
newsletter readers can contribute. Findings so
far include:
• The park was converted into a mix of
allotments and air raid shelters, which
(inevitably) became water-logged and
rarely used. A barrage balloon was
tethered near where the children’s
playground is today.

• On 14 October 1940, a month into the
Blitz, a bomb destroyed 71, 73 and 75
Chevening Road, where new flats have
recently gone up. One person was killed
that night.
• The police and fire stations were bombed
three weeks later, on 6 November, 1940.
Twelve officers and a civilian cleaner
were killed.
• In total more than 40 high explosive
bombs landed on Queen’s Park in the
eight months of the Blitz, destroying
houses on Brookesville, Harvist, Montrose,
Windermere and Winchester Avenues.
• Queen’s Park was hit again in the V1 – or
Doodlebug – raids late in the war. The
first V1 to land near here hit Paddington
Cemetery ten feet from the boundary wall
on the Salusbury Road side. It left a crater
15 feet wide and 6 feet deep. Kilburn
Grammar was damaged and St Anne’s
Church Hall completely destroyed.

NEW LOOK FOR LONSDALE ROAD

Their plan is to pedestrianise Lonsdale,
eliminate its use as a rat run and reduce
parking. This would mean installing
retractable bollards at either end to stop
vehicles entering without permission or a
permit, and persuading tenants not to park
at their premises. The bulk of the work would
start next year. The Medical Centre would
be excluded from restrictions and provision
made for emergency services.

Steve Crabb
steve_crabb@me.com

• The houses east of the park had tall gates
up to the height of the present gate-posts,
and metal railings on their front garden
walls. Most were donated to the war
effort, along with the park’s metal railings.

Yvonne Bailey-Smith

Georgina Godwin (left), Annie Mac

QUEEN’S PARK IN WORLD WAR TWO
PROJECT – CAN YOU HELP?

Pavement works at Station Terrace

• In the early hours of Wednesday 19 July
1944, a V1 landed in the garden of a
house on Hopefield Avenue, destroying a
substantial number of homes on Hopefield,
Montrose and Kingswood.
• No one was killed in either attack,
although a couple of local residents had a
lucky escape when the second V1 landed
27 feet from their home-made shelter.

KESLAKE POCKET PARK
FUNDING APPROVED
QPARA Transport and Streetscape Group

There’s good news on the Keslake Pocket
Park at the junction with Chamberlayne
Rd. The bid for funding for improvements,
made via QPARA, has been successful.
The Park had deteriorated over many years
and Keslake Road residents, with QPARA’s
Streetscape Group and Ward Councillors,
negotiated a new design with Brent/
BDP last year. The money comes from the
Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure
Levy (NCIL) and work should begin early
next year, complementing improvements
opposite around Station Terrace. Smaller but
better-maintained planted areas and new
cycle storage are in the plans. One aim is to
discourage anti-social behaviour through a
more open layout, CCTV and better lighting.

DIARY DATES
QPARA MONTHLY MEETINGS 2021/2022
All welcome, Thurs 11th Nov – AGM, then
second Thurs of every month except Aug
when there is no meeting. The AGM will be
held on Zoom at 8pm. Members will be
contacted prior to the meeting with the
agenda and registration details. Guests
wishing to attend should contact:
qparamail@gmail.com
Our October meeting was the first since
Covid restrictions were lifted to take place as
usual at St Anne’s, Salusbury Road. We hope
that from December onwards this will
continue - members will be notified. In
person meetings start with refreshments at
7.30, followed by business at 8pm. To check,
visit our website www.qpark.org.uk
ST ANNE’S CHURCH

Act of Remembrance, Thurs 11th Nov
10.50am, Paddington Old Cemetery
Wreath making workshop, Sat 11th Dec
10am-1pm
Carols by Candlelight Sun 19th Dec
4.30pm, in the church

QUEEN’S PARK SINGERS
Concert ’An die Musik’ German and Austrian
choral and vocal masterpieces Sun 28th Nov
6.30pm, St Anne’s Church, Salusbury Road.
Carol singing in the streets around the park,
Thurs 16th Dec, meet 7.30pm corner of
Kingswood and Summerfield Avenue. Tues
21st Dec, meet 7.30pm outside 7 Kempe Rd,
Singing ends at 9.30pm. Anyone who would
like to join us will be warmly welcomed
queensparksingers.org.uk

ALL SING! HARROW ROAD
COMMUNITY CHOIR
Now meeting in person, if you like singing
come and join us, no audition, St John’s
Kensal Green Tuesdays 6.45pm.
allsingchoir.wordpress.com
PARKLIFE SINGERS

Concert with festive songs and songs from
around the world, Mon 6th Dec 8pm, Christ
Church Brondesbury (corner Christchurch Ave
& Willesden Lane)
parklifesingers.weebly.com
QUEEN’S PARK
Lights turned on Sat 4th Dec. Look in the park
for details and cityoflondon.gov.uk
SHAKESPEARE IN THE SQUARES 2022
Hopes to stage the twice-delayed production
of The Tempest in the Queen’s Park Quiet
Garden on Sat 18th June. Keep an eye on
the website for further details.
www.shakespeareinthesquares.co.uk
QUEEN’S PARK DAY 2022

Queen’s Park Day will be back next year
– save the date Sat 11th Sept, 12-5.30pm.
QUEEN’S PARK BOOK FESTIVAL 2022

The Book Festival next year will be held on
Sat 17th and Sun 18th Sept, see
queensparkbookfestival.co.uk

HELP WITH FOOD STILL NEEDED!
Removal of the Universal Credit uplift and
high prices for food mean food support
charities need help as much as ever this
Winter. The link at bit.ly/queensparkfood
summarises ways to donate to local food
groups or how to receive food.

PARK NOTES

ST ANNE’S Mother Christine

Richard Gentry, Park Manager

TEA AND CHAT
Tea and Chat meets every Friday from
2pm—4pm in the St Anne’s Rotunda. It is
a place for those who may live alone, or
just fancy a chat, to come for a cuppa,
some treats and conversation. It is a safe
and inviting place for members of our local
community, and we would love some new
people to join our conversations and stories.
It is great place to hear some stories about
Queens Park over the last 50 years or so.

WOODLAND WALK Although the Woodland
Walk remains closed for regeneration it’s
accessible briefly to enable Junior Parkrun to
take place on a Sunday morning. Work to
reinstate the path is going on, as well as soil
decompaction, and creating wildlife areas,
which will be fenced. The City Corporation
will discuss with the QPARA Woodland Walk
Working Group proposals for re-opening.
TOILETS Maintenance works at the public toilets
by the Playground will be carried out under
the 20 year Cyclical Works Plan. Work will
include re-rendering and painting the external
walls. Toilets by the café will remain open.
GREEN FLAG/HERITAGE & LIB AWARDS
Queen’s Park have retained the Green Flag
and Green Heritage awards and a London
in Bloom Gold award for 2021/2022. It is
a credit to the staff that they have maintained
standards throughout the pandemic.
TENNIS Necessary works will be carried
out to the 6th court. This is following some
cracking in the court surface. Works are
likely to be completed in November 2021.

ST ANNE’S
BRONDESBURY

Confidently sharing the love of Christ

St Anne’s, your local Church of England Church,
every Sunday at 9.30am
Tea and Chat every Friday 2-4pm
My Move Playgroup Friday 9.30am in term time
Also Wreath making – Saturday 11th Dec at 10am-1pm
Carols by Candlelight – Sunday 19th Dec at 4pm
Crib Service – Christmas Eve at 5pm Midnight Mass Christmas Eve at 11pm Christmas Day at 10am
125 Salusbury Road NW6 6RG
www.st-annes-brondesbury.org.uk
motherchristinenw6@gmail.com

EVENTS The Bandstand has hosted over 70
events throughout the summer, including Regent
Brass, two weddings, children’s educational
sessions and numerous birthday parties.
PLAYGROUND FUNDING Equipment in the
sandpit area is over 20 years old and is now
coming towards the end of its serviceable
life. The City Corporation are raising funds
to completely refurbish this much loved
tots and toddlers area. Queen’s Park is a
registered charity (charity registration number
232986) and your donations will help us
reach our goal of £100,000 to ensure this
facility is available for future generations to
enjoy. To donate please search on: Donate
to Queen’s Park – City of London.

CARLTON VALE BOULEVARD
CONSULTATION
QPARA Transport and Streetscape Group

Brent has consulted on further changes to
Carlton Vale, just outside QPARA’s border.
The scheme focuses on the central section
through South Kilburn, up to Kilburn Park
Road. QPARA commented that the idea
of ‘Boulevard’ was a little ambitious for
this location, as it lacks shops or cafes,
but supported the plan for a better cycle
lane (enhancing the one created in 2016),
improvements for pedestrians, and more
trees. We said the plans lacked reference to
Brent’s nearby Low Traffic Neighbourhood
proposals, nor did they highlight the Vale’s
key role as an arterial bus route. Brent will
make final decisions later this year.

OPPORTUNITIES AT QPARA
There are various positions in the Association
which are up for election at this year’s AGM.
If you are a member of QPARA, or would
like to join, and are interested in taking up
a position, contact qparainfo@gmail.com to
find out more, or just come along to the AGM
on November 11th. Available opportunities
are: Chair, Vice Chair, Website Manager
and Newsletter Editor.

Life is too short to
wear average glasses
Sid Fiz Optique in London’s Queens Park is a boutique Optical Store
in NW6 providing the highest level of optical care together with an
eclectic mix of spectacles, sunglasses, contact lenses and Children’s

CALL 020 7625 6694

glasses to cater for all your needs.
or email info@sidfizoptique.com
to book an eye test.
46 Salusbury Road, Queen’s Park, NW6 6NN

WWW.SIDFIZOPTIQUE.COM
CALL 020 7625 6694

or email info@sidfizoptique.com to book an eye test.
46 Salusbury Road, Queen’s Park, NW6 6NN

WWW.SIDFIZOPTIQUE.COM

QPARA MEMBERSHIP
For information about joining,
please go to this link on our website
www.qpark.org.uk/join-us
or email our Membership Secretary at
qpmembership@gmail.com
Annual £10 (£5 concessions)
Annual standing order £8 (£4 concs)
Life membership £100 (£50 concs)
Standing Orders
Contact Membership Secretary
for details.

Comments and contributions to:
editorqpnews@gmail.com
Advertising to:
adsQPNEWS@gmail.com
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